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HVP Jaareindfunksie 30 Nov 2024 
Willem Semmelink 

Op 30 November 2024 het die HVP die jaar afge-

sluit met ’n ete by Square Time restaurant. Dit 

was geen gewone jaareindfunksie nie: die HVP 

was 35 jaar oud in 2024 en dit is ook by dié 

geleentheid gevier. 

 

 

‘n Feestelike samesyn 

Voorsitter, Willem Nordeje, het almal verwelkom 

en reëlings vir die dag afgekondig. Hy en sy vrou 

het ook gesorg vir ’n heerlike verjaardag koek 

waarmee die dag afgesluit was, en vir elke 

teenwoordige lid ook ’n sleutelhouer.   

 

By die ingang na die opskep area was ’n interes-

sante houer uitgestal, wat met die HVP se 20e 

verjaarsdag gemaak was. Die geelhout dui op die 

Suid-Afrikaanse karakter van die vereniging en sy 

lede. Die breë basis op die grondslag wat deur die 

stigterslede gelê is. Die dik wande op die lede se 

integriteit en standvastigheid . Die ronding dui 

op die vereniging se gesonde toestand.  

 

20 Jaar Herdenking houer 

Probeer gerus die boodskap ontsyfer op die 

voorkant van die houer in die foto. Die stuk is 

destyds deur Leon Langenhoven gemaak.  

Square Time het ’n heerlike buffet ete voorgesit. 

 

Heerlike voorgereg 

Na ete het Willie Marneweck meer vertel oor die 

ontstaan en eerste jare van die vereniging.  

Paul Roberts het gepraat oor die waarde om lid 

van die vereniging te wees.  
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Volgende is die ekspo se sertifikate oorhandig, en 

toe was dit tyd vir die groot koek sny! Willie 

Marneweck en Paul Roberts het die verjaardag 

koek op gepaste wyse deurgesaag! 

Dit was een van die geleenthede wat lank in die 

geheue van lede teenwoordig vasgelê sal bly. 

 

Wille en Paul “sny” die koek 

 

 
Die storie en geskiedenis van die 
Houtwerk Vereniging 
Willie Marneweck,     
Verwerk vir Tambotie deur Willem Semmelink  

Hierdie artikel oor die geskiedenis van die HVP is 

saamgestel uit skyfies van ’n toespraak wat Willie 

Marneweck op 30 November met die HVP dinee 

gelewer het. Van die illustrasies in die skyfies is 

ook hier gekopieer.  Die oorspronklike skyfies is 

hier beskikbaar:   

35 Jaar Herdenking – Die Storie en Geskiedenis 

van die Houtwerk Vereniging van Pretoria 

 

Willie vertel meer van die geskiedenis van die 

HVP 

Willie het al in skooldae houtwerk gedoen. Hy en 

sy broer het gereedskap gedeel, en hulle het hout 

en metaalwerk projekte aangepak. Hulle het geen 

leiding buiten die Popular Mechanics reeks gehad 

nie en hulle het ook nie houtwerk op skool as vak 

geneem nie. Na skool het Willie en sy broer se 

paaie geskei, en hulle moes ook die gereedskap 

verdeel.  

Later jare is Willie getroud en weer bedrywig in 

die werkswinkel. Hy bou ’n Jeep vir die kinders, ’n 

seiljag en hy doen meer skrynwerk.  

 

Willie se seun en dogter in die Jeep wat hy 

gebou het 

https://ptawoodworkers.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/hvvp_verhaal_35jr.pdf
https://ptawoodworkers.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/hvvp_verhaal_35jr.pdf
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Willie se seiljag 

In die jare voor die HVP se stigting het Willie 

homself as ’n amateur gesien (vandag 

nogsteeds!). Hy het alleen in sy stokperdjie gevoel 

met niemand om sy passie te deel nie. Boonop 

was die middel Tagtigs die ’n tyd voor internet en 

Youtube, so daar was ook nie veel hulpmiddelle 

om te raadpleeg nie.    Die tydskrif Fine Wood-

working verskyn darem in die middel Tagtigs, en 

hy kon daariuit meer begin leer. 

Intussen koop hy heelwat masjiene soos ’n 

kombo saag, frees, wipsaag, ens. en het 

sodoende sy werkswinkel uitgebrei.  

Hardware Centre het destyds ’n tak in Pretoria 

gehad en die bestuurder het Willie aangemoedig 

om ’n vereniging te stig. Hy was egter onseker 

hoe om te werk te gaan. Hy het toe advertensies 

in koerante geplaas met sy kontak besonderhede.  

 

Een van die advertensies wat Willie gelaas het 

’n Eerste vergadering het in Februarie 1989 by 

Willie se huis plaasgevind waar ’n komitee 

aangewys is om ’n grondwet op te stel en op 15 

Maart 1989 is ’n stigtingsvergadering belê in die 

Scout saal in Lynnwood. Intreegeld was op R20 

vasgestel en ledegeld was R30 per jaar. 

 

Hoogtepunte in die HVP se verhaal die afgelope 

jare was: 

• die groei van die vereniging.  

• Tambotie 

• Jaarlikse uitstalling 

• Stigting van belangegroepe 

• Aansluiting van die Houtsnee werk groep 

• Gebruik van die Nuwe Hoop Skool se 

fasiliteite 
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Voormalige voorsitters: 

• Willie Marneweck (1989) 

• Daan Badenhorst (1990-1991) 

• Roger Courtney (1992) 

• Willie Marneweck (1993-1995) 

• Vlooi van Rooyen (1996-1997) 

• Chris Serfontein (1998-1999) 

• Ockert Swanepoel (2000-2001) 

• Lou Coetzer (2002-2005) 

• At Smit (2006-2007) 

• Anton Louwrens (2008-2009) 

• Willie de Wet (2010) 

• Paul Roberts (1011-2013) 

• Philip Botha (2014) 

• Hennie Ackerman (2015) 

• Jehan Kruger (2016-2017) 

• Neville Comins (2018-2019) 

• Jan Richter (2020-2022) 

• Corneel du Toit (2023) 

• Willem Nordeje (2024) 

Oorlewende stigterslede 

• Willie Marneweck 

• At Smit 

• Roger Courtney 

• Carl van Rensburg 

• Nico Scholtz 

Erelede 

• Willie Marneweck 

• At Smit 

• Vlooi van Rooyen (oorlede) 

• Louw Trichardt 

• Keith o Jones (oorlede) 

• Lou Coetzer 

• Carl van Rensburg 

• Willie de Wet (oorlede) 

• Paul Roberts 

• Neville Comins (oorlede) 

• Braam Burger 

 

 
Why should a person become a 
member of the Association? 
WAP end of year function speech 
Paul Roberts 

In celebrating this 35th anniversary of the Wood-

working Association, it is also an opportunity to 

reflect on the question of “Why should a person 

become a member of the Association?” 

I joined the Association in 2003 just as I was reti-

ring from a very active and time-consuming 

career as a civil engineer in water management.  I 

am greatly indebted to Philip Botha who was a 
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member at that time and encouraged me to 

attend some of the monthly meetings.  I well 

remember one of the fascinating earliest monthly 

meetings presented by Professor Erik Holm on 

the restoration of ox wagons. 

 

Paul sharing his wisdom on being a member of 
the WAP 

Woodwork has been one of my interests since 

school days in Worcester and Cape Town when I 

gave up Latin to rather take woodwork!  I took 

woodwork up to Standard 8 (Grade 10) and found 

that the drawing skills I learnt stood me in good 

stead for my civil engineering studies and career.  

Both of my Grandfathers as well as my Father 

were involved in woodwork.  In fact, it must be in 

my genes as my maternal Great Grandfather 

came out from Wales to the Cape in the 1870’s as 

a ship’s carpenter, migrated to the Kimberley 

diamond fields and eventually became Mayor of 

Kimberley. 

Over the years, I participated more actively in the 

various facets of the Association and served on 

several Committees and groups.  I found out that 

this was a good way to get most benefit from 

membership and in the process formed a number 

of strong friendships.  Looking back on my 

“Association career” of some 21 years, my main 

regret is that I did not join earlier!  Some of the 

benefits of membership include the information 

one can glean from fellow members on tools, 

techniques and machines.  The participation in 

the Annual Wood Expo provides incentives in 

improving ones woodworking skills. 

Recently there have been some useful discussions 

at monthly meetings about changes to these 

meeting and formats.  All organisations are 

subject to change and it is always healthy to con-

sider options as circumstances vary.  Some of the 

changes I have experienced in the Association 

over time are: 

• Communications which started with post, 

migrated to emails and now predominantly 

via social media and online meetings; 

• The website development which led to a 

number of national and international 

contacts; 

• The linkage with the New Hope School which 

has culminated in the shared workshop; 

• The modification of the annual Wood 

Expo to include other crafts; 

• The inclusion of the Woodcarvers in the 

Association. 

In looking ahead, we should always be mindful 

that any change should be of benefit to the As-

sociation and particularly to its members.  The 

workshop facility at the New Hope School has 

great potential in supporting one of the Associ-

ation’s aims of woodwork training.  This is par-

ticularly important in view of the lack of wood-

work training opportunities in South Africa.  I 

have noted many requests over the years for 

woodwork training and I strongly believe that this 
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is a major potential source of new and younger 

members.  

The attendance of the annual Wood Expo has 

reached a ceiling over the last decade and 

Management and the membership need to 

explore this matter in a concerted way.  The 

Wood Expo plays a vital role in the Association in 

promoting and showcasing wood products and 

we have always recruited many members during 

the event.   In recent Expo’s we have unfortuna-

tely reduced the technical content by not having 

the different presentations on popular woodwor-

king topics: we need to review this matter when 

discussing the Expo. 

The Woodworking Association of Pretoria has 

gone from strength to strength over the last 35 

years and is probably the largest and most active 

woodworking association in South Africa.  The 

Association has adapted to changed circumstan-

ces over the years to meet the constitutional aims 

and objectives.  In going forward, my plea is that 

we draw on the lessons of the past to ensure 

future success.  I suggest that contact be made 

with older members and use be made of the 

extensive Tambotie archives.  In this way we will 

ensure that the Association will attract and retain 

members and will provide a vehicle for the 

promotion of woodworking skills. 

 

 
Editorial 
Editor:   Corneel du Toit 

e-mail:  corneel.du.toit@ptawoodworkers.com 

Tel:  071 689 9721 
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