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Association’s Monthly Meeting: 
28 September 2022 
By Paul Roberts 
 
The meeting was devoted to the final arrangements for 
the Wood Expo which would take place on 1 and 2 
October 2022. 
 

Cabinet Makers and Restorers: 
10 September 2022 
By Paul Roberts 

 
The meeting was held in the well-equipped workshop 
of Andy Sutton.  The meeting was attended by only 10 
persons and the topic for the day was on Western 
Style Push Cut Handsaws.  Andy supported the talk 
with a well-researched PowerPoint presentation which 
will be loaded onto the Association’s website.  André 
Swanepoel chaired the meeting as Corneel was not 
available. 
 
Andy defined the various terms used for saw teeth as 
well as the different settings for differing applications 
such as ripping or cross cutting.  There are also some 
differences in the parameters between soft- and 
hardwoods as well as greenwood. 
 
After the presentation and discussion various 
members presented items for “Show and Tell”.  Paul 
Roberts discussed an easy method of making cauls for 
clamping box joints using a Leigh Jig.  After this Andy 
Sutton and Hennie Ackermann made presentations 
shown in the photographs below.  Andy Sutton also 
demonstrated the sharpening and forming a burr on a 
plate scraper. 

 
Andy Sutton presenting his talk on handsaws in 

his well-equipped and neat workshop. 
 

 
Hennie Ackermann with the turned leg of his 

Napoleon Table. 
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Andy Sutton explaining aspects about his tool 

cabinet. 
 

Turners Meeting September 2022 
By Alan Crawford and Braam Burger 
Photos by: Braam & Gabrielle Burger  
and Willie Marneweck 

Visit to Kappie van Rensburg:  
23 to 25 September 2022 
Tweekoppiesfontein Research Ranch 
 
The group gathered at the Engen garage on the N4 
and departed just after 13h00 and arrived at the farm 
main house around 17h00.  The farm is located just 
south of the Madikwe Game Reserve in the Northwest 
Province near the Botswana border. 
 
Kappie welcomed the group with an introduction to the 
farm and layout and discussed the program for the 
weekend, climbing back into the vehicles we travelled 
the 6 km to the camp (Brakfontein) situated in one of 
the hunting areas.  A lovely setting with various 
accommodation options, kitchens and ablutions with a 
look out deck on top of the hill where there was a 
rather weak Vodacom signal.  It was not long before a 
fire was lit in the huge braai and “kuier” area, and 
preparations started for the evening braai thanks to 
Lourens Badenhorst with assistance from Gabriel and 
Lorenzo Burger and others, they put together a super 
meal. “Daarna het die Manne goed gekuier” 
 
Up early the next morning for coffee and breakfast 
before Kappie and Naas Grove arrived to take us on a 
game drive.  All 13 visitors climbed onto the game 
viewing vehicle with Kappie and Naas seated in front 
and Archie, the guide, on the front bumper (tracker) 
seat.  

 

 
Workshop. 

 

 
Braai. 

 

 
Off on safari. 
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We spent the entire morning driving around the 
extensive farm through conservation areas, breeding 
camps and hunting areas, stopping regularly for both 
Naas and Kappie to point out various points of interest 
from trees to veld types and the extensive selection of 
game.  One instance comes to mind where Kappie 
showed us a large Camel Thorn tree that was dying, 
the tree only had about 40% leaf coverage and this 
has been reducing every year over the last 20 years. 
The amount of game species we saw was quite 
amazing, sable and roan antelope, bushbuck, nyala, 
steenbok unique species of wildebeest, springbok and 
impala, to name just a few.  Game not kept of the farm 
includes elephant, lion and hippo.  
 

 
Nyala. 

 
Around midday we arrived back at the main house to 
feast on pre-prepared jaffles thanks to the Burger 
family, seriously lekker!  After lunch Kappie took us 
through the facilities surrounding the house, firstly the 
firewood cutting area with a massive table saw with 
sled feeding into the blade that must have been about 
a meter in diameter, then through the farm workshop 
area into his woodworking space, where there is no 
shortage of space.  His pride and joy a huge old 
Wadkin planer-thicknesser in beautiful condition, stood 
on one side together with a wide selection of planks 
stacked for drying.  Entering a separate area with 
machinery, workbenches and shelving covered with 
wood and tools that would make any woodworker 

envious, we spent some time discussing various wood 
types and machinery.  There is even a separate 
display room for finished items.  After taking a while to 
get everybody’s attention, Willie Marneweck thanked 
Kappie for hosting the group and Naas Grove for his 
input. Braam presented gifts to both. 
 

 
Large table saw. 

 

 
1 m diameter sawblade. 

 

 
Wadkin planer-thicknesser. 
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Kappie briefly showed us the butchery with slaughter 
facility, cold room and biltong drying racks, where 
venison and biltong are sold.  Returning to the main 
house we climbed back onto the cruiser for the some 
more game viewing in different areas as we wound our 
way back to camp just in time for a refreshing dip into 
the rock pool.  
 
Early evening Kappie, Naas and their spouses joined 
us for a braai and “kuier”, but the sun and the day’s 
activities had taken its toll on some of the group who 
faded off to an early night around 22h00 but we still 
enjoyed the socializing. 
 
Up early the next morning for breakfast before 
traveling towards the southern end of the farm to 
Abjaterskop where Kappie has a hunting concession, 
on the way there we were shown the farm 
Heimweeberg where Herman Charles Bosman started 
teaching at the single classroom school in 1926. 
Stopping at the boundary between the farming area 
and Madikwe game reserve we saw the destruction of 
the tree life which was shockingly evident due to the 
overpopulation of the elephants in the reserve.  
 
On to Abjaterskop where trees were the main subject 
for the morning.  Naas gave some very interesting 
talks on his philosophy regarding mankind and nature 
in general as well as discussing aspects of specific 
trees, and the wide range of species in the area.  He 
explained the reasoning behind South Africa losing the 
Acacia species name to Australia and how the South 
African thorn veld trees are now divided into two main 
groups Vachelia (trees with straight thorns) and 
Senegalia (trees with hooked or curved thorns). 
Something interesting he mentioned was the research 
that had been done to estimate the age of a Leadwood 
tree (Hardekool) by measuring the trunk diameter, 
height and spread of the tree.  Based on this Naas 
estimated a leadwood we were looking at was in the 
region of 450 years old.  
 
We later stopped in an area with an amazing variety of 
species, even Naas was impressed with the selection 
as he identified each tree and gave us some 
characteristics of each one.  On leaving the area we 
saw a herd of graceful eland and on the way back to 
camp we were treated to a viewing of a black rhino 
and her calf.  Back at camp we started packing and by 
about 13h00 we left for the main house and the 
butchery for venison and biltong.  After the thankyous 
and greetings we finally left around 14h00 to arrive 
home just after 18h00. 

A huge thanks must go to Kappie and Rita for hosting 
the group, to Naas Grove for sharing his knowledge, to 
Lourens for arranging and the preparing most of the 
food, to Braam and his boys for putting it all together. 
The outing turned out to be such a success that the 
next visit to Kappie is already been arranged for April 
next year! 
 

 
Workshop. 

 

 
One of the lathes. 

 

 
Work in progress. 
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