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From the Chairman

Chairman Jan Richter

Our Chairman Jan Richter was admitted to hospital on
27 July 2022 for a back operation which normally has
a long recuperation period. Accordingly we have no
input from Jan in this section. We send Jan our best
wishes for a successful operation and a speedy
recovery. Editor.

Association’s Monthly Meeting:

27 July 2022
By Paul Roberts

Some 22 persons attended the meeting which
focussed on Application of art principles. Audrey
Miles made the presentation which was supported by
various physical examples as well as an excellent
PowerPoint presentation prepared by Bruce Carter.
Arrangements are being made to load this
presentation onto the website.

Audrey used the diagram below as the framework for
her talk such as colour, texture, nuance, space etc.
The concept of beauty varies between people.

Attendees of the meeting

A lively discussion followed the presentation.

Bruce Carter displaying a presentation item.
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ONTWERP / DESIGN

ELEMENTE / ELEMENTS
I I [ I I |
Lyn/ Vorm / Kleur / Tekstuur / Nuanse / Ruimte
Line Form Colour Texture Nuance / Space
KUNSBEGINSELS / ART PRINCIPLES
Komposisie / composition

Herhaling / Oogbaan / Beklemtoning Balans / Emosie / Kontraste /
Repitition Eye path / Emphasis Balance Emotion Contrasts

Art elements and principles

Audrey iIIustrting some of the principles
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Show and Tell

A few items were presented as illustrated in the
photographs below.

DC Bredenkamp made this small olive wood jewel
case. ltis still to be finished.

BraamBurger made this bowl with a 2mm thick
wall.

Bruce Carter with his stained carving.

Cabinet Makers and Restorers:

9 July 2022
By Peter Honegger

Today we talked about maintenance in the
workshop. We all have tools, some very expensive,
some cheaper tools, but they all need maintenance to
be able to continue to use them.

Peter explained that maintenance doesn’t usually just
happen. Fixing a tool after it has broken is not
maintenance. It is important to have a plan to maintain
your precious tools and to stick to it for best results.
For a frustration free time in the workshop it is
important that all the tools are in tip top shape and
usable condition. In Peter's workshop a broken or
unusable tool has no space. Why keep itif it's
broken? Why give it real estate space when it is
unusable? Repair, replace or get rid of it.

We then had a look at some maintenance tasks for
power tools and hand tools. Keep them clean, blow
them out with compressed air, grease where
necessary on a regular basis. Dry Lube is very helpful
in the woodwork shop as it lubes but doesn't attract
dust. If you have belt drives on your tools, write the
belt size or spec on the belt cover, so when it breaks
and you cannot read the specs on the belt anymore,
you have it right there on the inside of the cover. Also
keep some spares for the most important tools in your
shop. We know that the most important power tool for
your Christmas project will break the day after the
supplier closes for the holiday season. For this also
have the manual and a spare part list available. But
most importantly put them away ready to use.
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For the handtools it is important to maintain the
handles and keep them clean and usable. Also store
them in a way that they do not get damaged, e.g., a
pile of files in a drawer, so every time you open the
drawer, they rub against each other. Also put them
away here they belong, a tool that you cannot find is
the same as if you do not own it.

But the most important tool in your workshop is your
own body. Take care of it! Adjust the work height to
your body, not your body to the work piece. Your back
will thank you. Change tasks often as not to be in the
same position for a prolonged time. If you need to lift
that 4m long oak plank, lift it with a straight back and
bend legs. Many moving or lifting tasks can be made
lighter by using the power of leverage and wheels. If
you need to stand for a long time, consider rubber
flooring mats. They reduce the strain on the feet and
back. Then, listen to your body as you would listen to
your tools. Give it time to rest and heal.

Another aspect of maintenance that often gets
neglected is the actual workshop itself. A clean shop
is much safer and more pleasant to work in. Dust
accumulates everywhere. Have you ever cleaned the
light fittings? A clean light bulb or neon tube will be
providing much more light. A multi-plug that has dust
onorinitis a fire hazard, just blow some compressed
airinto it and get that dust out. How many tools are
plugged into the same breaker/extension cord? Is the
extension cord even damaged?

Do you have enough light where it needs to be? Or
are you casting a shadow on your workpiece because
the light is behind you? Adequate lighting is very
important for detailed and exact work. It will also strain
your eyes less.

Finally, do you have enough ventilation in your
workshop? How are you getting fresh air in and dusty
air out? Or are your lungs the air filter? Some of the
wood we use here are known to be carcinogenic,
others just make us sneeze or irritate our eyes. But
none of that needs to be if proper safety measures are
taken.

To summarize:
o  Clean your shop regularly;
e Declutter often;
e Ifyou can'tfind it when you need it, you do
not have it;
e Have a place for each item;

e Only keep stuff in your workshop that you
use;
e Have a plan for maintenance.

Turners Meeting 23 July 2022

Text by Alan Crawford and photos by Willem
Semmelink

Instead of holding the regular monthly turners meeting
at the Scout Hall, the Committee decided to hold a
“Turners Day” at the New Hope School in Hazelwood,
where turners from various clubs and groups were
invited to join in for a social gathering. There were a
number of demonstrations presented that would be of
interest to turners and visitors moved around between
them questioning, commenting, socializing and
hopefully learning something. A couple of suppliers
had their goods on offer from tools to pre-cut wood
blanks, turning accessories and finishes.

Entrance to the gathering was charged at R10.00 per
person which included a raffle ticket and visitors could
also buy additional raffle tickets. The Committee
estimated that there were approximately 70 paying
visitors including people from Joburg, Alberton,
Westrand and Harties, and in addition three new
members signed up to the WAP. Some of the
donations received for the raffle table included casting
resin from AMT, pepper grinding mechanisms from
Peppermills for Africa, beautiful wild olive and red ivory
logs from Braam Burger, laminated posters sponsored
by the Turners Committee and more — thanks to all for
the contributions.

Throughout the morning coffee, tea and biscuits were
provided while the School offered toasted sandwiches
and delicious pancakes at very affordable prices. The
School also provided lunch, a bowl of curry & rice plus
a soda for a mere R25, this was subsidized by the
Turners Committee allowing the School to also raise
some funds.

The demonstrations included resin casting — Kappie
van Rensburg, thread turning (2 different jigs) — At
Smit and Carel v/d Merwe, pepper mill turning —
Charlie Letsoalo, turning small items — Leon
Wolmarans, Lou Coetzer and Leon Langenhoven.
The suppliers included Thundertool, Peppermills for
Africa, Tobias, Prosono, CreativeTturning, Mr
Woodturner and Woodoc.
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Turning small items by Leon Wolmarans

After lunch a show and tell session was held with
contributors presenting their work pieces to the group
with open discussion and comments, after that, the
raffle draw started which generated a lot of interest,
resulting in a number of lucky participants going home
with some wonderful prizes.
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AT
1Herman Potgieter of the Woodworking
Association of Witwatersrand discussing his item.

A big thanks must go to the School, to Braam and the
rest of the Committee for the preparations, and to all
those that participated, it turned out to be a great
success and the Turners Group should consider
arranging this as an annual event.

Editorial
Editor: Paul Roberts
E-Mail: paul.roberts@ptawoodworkers.com
Tel: 084 5152773
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