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Algemene Byeenkoms – 20 April 2022 
Deur Willem Semmelink en Jan Richter 

 
Die spreker by die April byeenkoms van die 
Houtwerkvereniging van Pretoria was Theunis 
Morgenthal, die Voorsitter van die Magaliestak van die 
Dendrologiese Vereniging van Suid Afrika. 
 
In 1979 is die Dendrologiese Stigting gevorm deur Dr 
Fried von Breitenbach.  Dr van Breitenbach was van 
mening dat die breë publiek meer bewus moet raak 
van en betrokke moet raak by die bewaring van ons 
inheemse bome.  As gevolg van die suksesvolle 
aanbieding van boom identifikasie kursusse deur die 
stigting is Die Dendrologiese Vereniging in 1980 
gevorm.  Enige iemand wat intensiewe kennis van ons 
inheemse bome wou bekom kon lid wees van die 
Vereniging.  Na die stigting van die Pretoria tak van die 
Vereniging is verskeie ander takke regoor die land 
gestig. 
 

 
Theunis Morgenthal 

Theunis Morgenthal se aanbieding het die titel “Suid 
Afrika se boomerfenis” gehad.  Hy het genoem dat 
Suid Afrika se boom erfenis hoofsaaklik in drie biome 
voorkom naamlik die woud-, Savanna- en Albany 
Ruigteveld-biome. 
 
Die woud-bioom beslaan ongeveer 7% van Suid Afrika 
maar is baie gefragmenteer.  Die grootste fragmente is 
in die Knysna-, Amathola- en Magoebaskloof 
omgewings.  Van die meer bekende bome wat in die 
woud-bioom aangetref word, is die stinkhout en 
geelhout. 
 
Die Savanna-bioom beslaan ongeveer 32% van Suid 
Afrika en daar is ses plantegroei tipes naamlik die 
sentrale bosveld, Mopane, Laeveld, sub-eskarpment, 
Kalahari bosveld en die Kalahri duineveld.  Van die 
meer bekende bome wat in die Savanna-bioom gevind 
word, is die kremetart, jakkalsbessie en kiaat. 
 
Die Albany Ruigteveld bioom beslaan 2.2% van Suid 
Afrika se oppervlakte en daar kom 43 plantegroei tipes 
voor.  Hierdie bioom is hoofsaaklik beperk tot die Wes- 
en Oos-Kaap. 
 
Daar bestaan wetgewing om Suid Afrika se 
boomerfenis te beskerm.  Die Nasionale Boswet wet 
84 van 1983 maak voorsiening vir die beskerming van 
inheemse woude, die beskerming van spesifieke 
boomspesies (tans 52) asook vir die beskerming van 
spesifieke bome as gevolg van hulle kulturele, 
historiese waarde.  Laasgenoemde staan bekend as 
die kampioenbome.  Vier boomspesies is onlangs by 
die lys beskermde boom spesies gevoeg.  Dit is die 
spikkelneut, rooi ivoor, jakkalsbessie en umtiza 
spesies.  Die rede vir plasing op die lys is die toename 
in die oes van groot bome asook die beperkte 
verspreiding en habitat verlies. 
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Onder die Nasionale Boswet mag geen persoon ‘n 
beskermde boom sny, versteur, beskadig of vernietig 
nie.  Geen persoon mag sonder ‘n permit in besit wees 
van ‘n beskermde boom of spesie nie, materiaal 
versamel van so spesies nie (sade, vrugte, blare, 
hout), spesifieke boom spesies verwyder nie, materiaal 
van die spesifieke boom spesie in besit wees, vervoer, 
uitvoer of handel dryf in die spesies nie.  Daar is 
sekere vrywarings van hierdie aksies. 
 
Vir die lys van vrywarings, die Nasionale Boswet en 
inligting oor die  Dendrologiese Vereniging sien 
asseblief die dokumente onder 
http://ptawoodworkers.com/past-event-information/  
 
Besoek gerus ook die webwerf van Die Dendrologiese 
Vereniging van Suid Afrika by 
https://www.dendro.co.za  
 
Theunis het ons lede genooi om betrokke te raak by 
die aktiwiteite van Die Dendrologiese Vereniging van 
Suid Afrika.  Dankie Theunis vir ‘n interessante 
aanbieding. 
 
Michiel van den Berg, ons Sekretaris het ons die aand 
gegroet.  Hy en sy gade, Anita verhuis na Paternoster 
langs die Weskus.  Dankie Michiel vir al jou harde 
werk op die Komitee, eers as Tesourier, toe Tesourier 
en Sekretaris en van die begin van 2021 af net 
Sekretaris.  Mag jy en Anita gou julle voete vind in 
Paternoster en dit baie geniet daar. 
 

 
Michiel van den Berg 

 

Meubelmakers:9 April 2022 
Deur Willem Semmelink 

 
Die meubelmakers het op Saterdag 9 April by Dries du 
Toit se huis bymekaar gekom.  Willie Marneweck het 
’n lesing aangebied oor die geskiedenis van meubel 
ontwerp.  Hy het eers oor die geskiedenis gepraat – 
meubels uit Egipte die Maja, Post Renaissance: barok, 
riccoco, Louis xiv, xv, xvi, koningin Anne, Klassiek, 

Kaapse meubels, en Modern.  Hy het koninklikes en 
bekende ontwerpers uitgewys na wie gewilde style 
vernoem is.  Daarna het hy gepraat oor die praktiese 
aspekte van ontwerp: die styl, verhoudings 
(proporsies), praktiese aspekte van konstruksie wat 
tydens ontwerp uitgeklaar moet word, en dit laastens 
geïllustreer aan die maak van kabinette en tafels.  
 
Hierna het die Kabinetmakers vertrek na Artbox waar 
verskeie lede se werk uitgestal word.  Die oggend is 
afgesluit deur die werke te besigtig en kaas en wyn 
saam met Etienne en sy ander gaste te geniet. 
 

ArtBox Gallery Exhibition 
 

 
 

 
Etienne van Zyl opening the Exhibition 

 
A large range of woodworking products was displayed 
by various members and a representative sample is 
given in the photographs below.  About sixty items 
were sold during the Exhibition. 
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View of the Exhibition 

 

 
Boxes 

 

 
Pens and cases 

 

 
Cutting boards 

 

 
Turned vase 
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Small items 

 

 
Protea bowl 

 

 
Cutting board 

 
Serving board 

 

 
Pens and cases 

 

 
Pepper and salt mills 
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Turners meeting 24 April 2022 
By Alan Crawford 
 
The Woodturners held their April meeting at the Scout 
Hall in Lynnwood and with Braam being away Jan 
chaired the meeting, starting with a brief bit of admin. 
He then introduced Carel van der Merwe who 
presented a talk on, probably the most import part of 
woodturning, namely sharpening of tools. 
 
Carel first gave some clarity on the Creative Turning, 
which is primarily an online shop, where appointments 
need to be arranged to view stock.  Retail outlets, BPM 
in Cape Town and Mr Woodturner in Johannesburg 
also stock a range of these products with pricing being 
the same. 
 
The presentation covered six aspects, the first being 
the “need to sharpen” efficiency / speed of cut / finish 
and safety, a blunt chisel is far more likely to cause a 
catch than a sharp one, were mentioned.  Types of 
steel used in the manufacture of chisels – carbon steel 
(old Marple chisels were mostly carbon steel) this steel 
is prone to overheating when sharpening resulting in 
damage to the structure of the steel.  HSS (high speed 
steel) by far the most common material used today, 
but one needs to aware that there are different grades 
of HSS from the various manufacturers, some better 
than others. Enhanced HSS chisels either, MS HSS or 
cryogenic treated steel, are also available but at a 
price.  Bench grinders, mainly three types available, 
the most common being a high-speed grinder- 2800 
rpm, the more suitable lower speed bench grinder-
1400rpm and then a low speed grinder namely the 
Tormek or Jet grinder.  High speed grinders are more 
likely to overheat the material than the lower speed 
grinders.  Ideally the higher speed grinders are used 
for forming the cutting edge and the low speed for 
touching up the cutting edge.  Grinding wheels, the 
grey wheels that most grinders are supplied with are 
not suitable for HSS, a white aluminium oxide 80 / 100 
grit wheel should be used, other options are the CBN 
(cubic boron nitride) and diamond wheels that come in 
finer grits, typically 180, and give a finer polished 
cutting edge.  Jigs to hold the chisel when grinding, 
there are many options available for various chisel 
types, these jigs then allow for a consistent cutting 
edge when repeated sharpening is done and only 
removing a minimum amount of material to get a sharp 
cutting edge.  
 
Carel spent a lot more time on the remaining aspect – 
how to sharpen, explaining in detail all aspects of 

sharpening for each of the most common chisels we 
use.  Points that were mentioned:- all chisels except 
scraper and parting tools should be honed after 
grinding, use only light pressure when grinding, jig 
setup information should be noted on the chisel, verify 
cutting angle on a regular basis, regular dressing of 
the grinding wheel for removing imbedded metal and 
flattening the profile.  There seem to be various pros 
and cons for selecting cutting angles for the various 
chisel types with the consensus being stick with what 
you know or select an average option. 
 
An interesting point was made that there is a huge 
amount of information related to woodturning and 
specifically sharpening on YouTube, but one must be 
aware that not all of it is accurate. 
 
After a short tea break the homework was discussed, 
there were a fair number of items considering the low 
attendance and good to see some new faces 
presenting their work, thanks to Michiel, Niekie and 
Lourens.  From a reworked pawnshop vase to a wire 
frame jacaranda bowl, there was great variety, and the 
Committee’s winner for the day, an embellished item 
as per the homework instruction, went to Niekie for his 
unfinished, carved and embellished candle holder. 
Unfortunately, no photos were taken of the homework 
table.  The raffle table was filled with pre-cut blanks of 
various woods, thanks to the contributors, and most 
people went home with at least one piece of wood. 
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