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Association’s Monthly Meeting: 
30 March 2022 
By Corneel du Toit 
 
Dr Rene Hornby, an audiologist with 23 years’ 
experience, gave a very interesting talk about hearing 
loss.  The Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA) 
and the American National Institute for Occupational 
Safety & Health (NIOSH) give good guidelines as to 
what can be deemed safe levels of noise exposure.  In 
short, the louder the noise, the shorter time frame is 
deemed safe.  As example, when exposed to more 
than 85 db for more than 8 hours a day, hearing loss 
will occur.  However, if the sound increase to 95 db (a 
typical woodworking router), hearing loss will occur 
after 1 hour of exposure.   This table shows the typical 
sounds levels of various woodworking equipment - all 
of them is above 85 db and one should thus always 
wear hearing protection when in the workshop: 
 

 
 

Various hearing protection devices are available, but 
the custom-fitted, in-ear devices (like the ones made 
by Protect Ear) are probably the most comfortable. 

Contact René:  012 331 4469   /   www.rhearing.co.za    
/email: admin@gehoorindiemoot.co.za  
 

 
Dr Rene Hornby 

 
 

http://www.ptawoodworkers.com/
http://www.rhearing.co.za/
mailto:admin@gehoorindiemoot.co.za
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Edwin Carney showed a fold-up table he designed 

and built for using his laptop in bed. 
 

 
Olivier Barrier showed two bells for a Baroque 
Oboe.  One of them was not completed and he 
asked for some advice on how to re-mount it to 

finish it off on the lathe. 
 

 
Corneel du Toit showed a chess board that he 

made. 
 

 
Corneel du Toit used a jig to assist with the glue-

up of the chess board. 
 

 
Leon Wolmarans showed his jewellery box with 
drawers and dividers.  It took him more than 300 

hours to complete. 
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Michael Furstenburg showed a family “crest” that 

he made.   
 

Cabinet Makers and Restorers: 
12 March 2022 
By Willem Semmelink 

 
Corneel talked about workbenches.  He recommended 
the book: "Workbenches from design & theory to 
construction & use" by Christopher Schwartz, 2007, 
Popular Woodworking Books. 
 
Corneel recommended common wood types for the 
top, based on elastic modulus, weight, Janka 
hardness, and cost.  He then presented a second list 
of common wood types used for the base.  Based on 
these lists, a workbench made from S.A. pine would be 
achievable from around R 3500 for the wood, up to 
alternatives that can sum to almost tenfold that 
amount. 
 
The size: width, length, and height are important and 
depend on matters such as whether hand tools or 
electric tools are used, and the bench is limited by 
personal body size - how far can be reached.  Another 
consideration is what can fit in the workshop size. 
 
Next, Corneel introduced different vices: Leg vice, 
metal quick release, twin screw, shoulder vice, tail 
vice, and wagon vice.  For each, he outlined the pro's 
and cons of the vice.  He also talked about other work-

holding devices common on workbenches, such as a 
planing stop, holdfast, battens, crochet hook, bench 
dogs, sliding deadman, and he showed his own moxon 
vice, demonstrating its use.  Different workbenches 
considered, were a Roman low bench, English / 
Nicholson, Roubo, Scandinavian and modern. 

 

 
Moxon Vice 

 

 
Detail of Corneel’s magnificent work bench 

 
In the second half of the meeting, Stephan Venter, 
Corneel, Neville and Leon showed clamps that they 
made. 

 

 
Stephan Venter and his clamp 
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Neville Stokker with his deep-throat clamp 

 

 
Wooden handscrew by Leon Wlmarans 

 
DC Bredenkamp showed his work on chess boards. 
Corneel suggested using a board to assist with the 
layout, which he demonstrated with DC. 
 

 
DC Bredenkamp with the chess boards 

 

Turners meeting March 2022 
By Alan Crawford 
 
The Turners Group held their March meeting at Leon 
and Veronica Langenhoven’s small holding in Bon 
Accord, Pretoria North.  Leon’s workshop visit has 
become an annual event with the meeting held inside 
the huge workshop filled with interesting machinery 
and antique tools.  The meeting started with Leon 
welcoming and giving an introduction to the facility, 
Braam then handled some brief admin. points, after 
which the ‘homework’ was discussed.  
 
Some highlights of the homework were Ian de Wet’s 
small vase with an offset bulb and the top flange 
finished in a carved squiggle, Leon’s huge boekenhout 
burl base and bowl combination, At Smit’s glass 
blowing former turned from jacaranda, Andy Sutton’s 
vacuum box for collecting dust while turning and Leon 
Wolmarans’ sneezewood vase with plunged rim. 
Thanks to all those who contributed to a very 
interesting and diverse ‘homework’ display. 
 
Moving onto Leon’s demonstrations, the first was a 
pivot mounted router on one of the big wood lathes 
showing how the indexing and groove cutting, with the 
router on a turned piece, works.  The next 
demonstration was very interesting, showing us how to 
make your own sanding belts - cutting, end preparation 
and joining the belt on a simple jig using a flexible 
epoxy as the adhesive.  Thirdly, one of Leon’s 
favourite subjects - making your own turning chisels. 
He displayed a number of his own creations and 
described manufacturing process for each, material 
selection and where to source the material, machining 
and heat treatment were also discussed. 
 
The regular raffle draw was held with Willie 
Marneweck and Leon both donating wood for the raffle 
and most of us went home with at least one piece of 
wood, thanks to both of you. 
 
The fires were lit for the braai and we all took a walk 
down to see the mighty Apies river that borders the 
property, returning to the house we were treated to a 
“bring and braai” with Veronica kindly preparing the 
most delicious “pap and sous”. 
 
A big thanks to Veronica and Leon for hosting the 
turners group. 
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Bowl and base by Leon Langenhoven – 

Boekenhout burl. 
 

 
Sneezewood vase by Leon Wolmarans selected as 

the winner for the meeting. 
 

 
Peppermill in the form of a threading tap plus nut 

and a glass blowing former by At Smit. 
 

 
Sneezewood vase – Ian de Wet. 

 

 
Selection of items on the “homework” table. 

Editorial 
Editor: Paul Roberts 
E-Mail:  paul.roberts@ptawoodworkers.com   
Tel:  084 515 2773 
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