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www.ptawoodworkers.com 
July & August 2021        Julie & Augustus 2021 

From the Chairman: Van die Voorsitter 

 
Chairman Jan Richter 

 
Ons is nou al in die lente van 2021.  ‘n Mens kan die 
verandering van winter na somer in die natuur sien en 
ervaar.  Ek ondervind dat ek sommer weer lus is om in 
my werkswinkel of selfs die tuin besig te raak,  Ek glo 
dat al ons lede dit ook so ervaar. 
 
Die hele wêreld is nog steeds vasgevang in die greep 
van die Covid-19 pandemie.  Dit het ongelukkig ook 
die werksaamhede van die Houtwerkvereniging van 
Pretoria negatief beïnvloed.  Verskeie van die 
belangstellings groepe se byeenkomste moes nood 
gedwonge gekanselleer word en van die algemene 
byeenkomste het aanlyn via die Zoom toepassing 
plaas gevind.  Die gebruik van die Zoom toepassing 
het ons gelukkig ook nou in staat gestel, om wanneer 
ons wel ‘n fisiese byeenkoms hou, die lede wat dit nie 
die fisiese kan of wil bywoon nie te betrek deur die 
verrigtinge aanlyn te stroom. 
 
The Management Committee started earlier the year 
with the planning of the Expo at the New Hope School 
for the first weekend in October.  The school was 
willing to accommodate the Expo on condition that 
South Africa must be on Covid-19 alert level 1. 

However due to the slow decrease in the number of 
daily infections, the country is still on alert level 3. 
Therefore, the Committee decided in the last half of 
August to cancel the Expo and to replace it by an 
internal exhibition for members only.  The members 
will have the option to have their items judged.  I was 
informed that the New Hope School will allow us to 
have the event there on a Saturday and we are looking 
at either the 2nd last or last weekend of October.  
More details will be made available soon. 
 
Twee van ons lede is die afgelope twee maande 
oorlede.  Ons innige simpatie aan  die 
naasbestaandes van Derrick Griffiths (oorlede 18 
Julie) en Johan Labuschagne (oorlede 20 Augustus). 
 
Our website “ptawoodworkers.com” went live on 9 
August 2017 and is due for revamping.  I am busy 
rewriting the website and would like to display the work 
and activities of our members.  I will use many of the 
photos that were posted on our WhatsApp groups the 
last 18 months since the start of the Covid-19 
pandemic, but I would also like to use photos of your 
workshops and photo collections of items you made.  
A series of photos showing the progress of a project 
(for example of a desk you made) will also be very 
welcome.  I am looking forward to receiving your 
photos via WhatsApp or email. 
 

Association’s Monthly Meeting: 
28 July 2021 
By Paul Roberts 
The meeting was held as an online Zoom meeting due 
to the Covid restrictions.  Some 28 participants logged 
into the meeting.  Cornelius du Toit gave us an 
excellent virtual tour of his well-equipped workshop. 
Corneel has qualifications as a mining engineer and is 
currently in the banking industry.  His engineering 

http://www.ptawoodworkers.com/
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background, however, came through clearly when he 
showed the various jigs etc that he had developed for 
his workshop. 
 
The highlight of the presentation was his split top 
roubo style workbench complete with the Shopmade 
wooden screws. Refer to Tambotie 2021-01-03 for 
further detail where the Cabinet Makers held a meeting 
in Corneel’s workshop. 

 

Association’s Monthly Meeting: 
25 August 2021 
By Paul Roberts 
The monthly meeting was held in a dual format with 19 
attendees and 8 participants via Zoom.  Mannetjies 
Schmidt of Woodoc was the main speaker who talked 
about this product.  Mannetjie’s contact details are 
mannetjies@woodoc.com and 082 490 3460. 
 

 
Mannetjies presenting information on Woodoc. 

 
Mannetjies described the various Woodoc products 
and their application on the basis of a large display.  
Some interesting issues he mentioned are: 

 Do not apply a water-based product on a 
solvent based one or vice versa; 

 Full cans of Woodoc products have a very 
long shelf life; 

 Always stir the product well before use 
especially the matt ones; 

 All of the products can be applied by 
spraying; 

 Gel stains are for raw wood only; 

 The water based products have quick drying 
times; 

 Mannetjies is always prepared to come to the 
worksite to inspect and to give advice; 

 Braam Burgher is an agent for Woodoc 
products. 

 

After the refreshment break, several members 
participated in a show-and-tell as depicted below. 
 

 
Marius du Toit made this bathroom bankie 

 

 
New member Willem Nordeje made these 600mm 

long hardekool peppermills. 
 

 
DC Bredenkamp with his segmented cutting 

boards 

mailto:mannetjies@woodoc.com
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Cabinet Makers and Restorers: 
Turners  
Both Interest Group meetings were postponed during 
this period due to the Covid-19 restrictions on 
meetings. 

 

Woodcarving in Central and Southern 
Africa 
By Bruce Carter 

 
Central and Southern African carvings are popular 
throughout the world as souvenirs and collectors’ 
items.  These carvings take the form of soapstone art, 
for which the Shona art of Zimbabwe is famous; or are 
carved from wood that is grown within the region of the 
woodcarver.  Most often, these relatively inexpensive 
carvings are purchased as a physical reminder of an 
amazing holiday in some far away and exotic 
destination; however, as time goes by, they may 
become valuable collectors’ items and could fetch 
decent returns on international auctions.  Sadly, as 
always, the craftsman who created them will never see 
these returns; but with this in mind we should be 
encouraged to support our local craftsmen now, as it 
will provide them with a liveable income and our 
purchase may one day be worth a great value. 
 
Forms of African Woodcarvings 
African woodcarvings reflect insight into the culture 
and location of the tribe from which they originate, and 
most often take the form of local wildlife such as 
Elephant, Lion, Rhinoceros, Giraffe (have you ever 
seen a tourist with a Giraffe on an aeroplane?  It is 
quite amusing) and many other of Africa’s numerous 
animals.  There is also a fondness for human form 
such as warriors and maidens, more often though they 
are only carvings of the head.  These head carvings 
are truly amazing when carved by a talented artisan as 
they tell a story through the carved facial expressions.  
Most wood carved collectables however seem to be 
the face masks and furniture items.  Face masks are 
the oldest wood carvings to come from central and 
southern Africa and have achieved high prices at 
collectable auctions. 
 
African Mask Carvings 
Originally traditional African sculpture was religious or 
spiritual in nature and had the intention of being used 
in a ritual for the purpose of “bringing fertility, rain, 
good harvests; warding off disease, natural calamities, 
evil spirits; helping with social decisions and 
judgments; commemorating important events, making 

political statements.” (contemporary-african-art.com).  
These rituals may have been large and community 
orientated or private rituals for individual purpose. 

 

 
Ebony mask.  This is a typical example of a 

traditional mask. 
https://www.dreamstime.com/stock-images-african-

wood-carving-image9856414  
 
African Head Carvings 
African wooden head carvings are often quite 
monumental in that the figure is not separated from the 
wood.  This gives the carving a sense of belonging to 
the wood from which it is carved.  This form of carving 
is very popular today as a souvenir and although not 
many have survived from the 19 Century, due to the 
deterioration of the untreated wood, they are desirable 
as collector items and can achieve very high monetary 
values. 
 

 
Example of a modern-day head carving. 

https://www.etsy.com/hk-
en/market/carved_african_head  

https://www.dreamstime.com/stock-images-african-wood-carving-image9856414
https://www.dreamstime.com/stock-images-african-wood-carving-image9856414
https://www.etsy.com/hk-en/market/carved_african_head
https://www.etsy.com/hk-en/market/carved_african_head
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Example of vintage carving on 

https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/233921321718 .    
 

Hand Carved Ebony Wood African Ethnic Tribal Art 
Head, Natural Wood Outer.  “Vintage Hand carved 
ebony wooden African ethnic Tribal Art head in natural 
wood outer.  Beautifully carved and lovely looking item. 
Weighs 856g.  Polished ebony inner with natural bark 
on the outside.”  £75.00 (About R1,539) 

 
Example of a vintage head set found at 

https://www.londonfine.co.uk/products/pair-of-
antique-carved-heads-african-ebony-decorative-

statue-victorian  
Pair Of, Antique Carved Heads, African, Ebony, 

Decorative Statue, Victorian. £895.00 (About 
R18,400) 

 
African Figurine Carvings 
FROM THE EAST COAST 
 

 
Makonde African Wood Carvings and Sculptures 

from Tanzania selling at $375per set (About 
R5,500) 

https://www.1stdibs.com/furniture/decorative-
objects/sculptures/figurative-sculptures/makonde-

african-wood-carvings-sculptures-from-
tanzania/id-f_16857572  

 

https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/233921321718
https://www.londonfine.co.uk/products/pair-of-antique-carved-heads-african-ebony-decorative-statue-victorian
https://www.londonfine.co.uk/products/pair-of-antique-carved-heads-african-ebony-decorative-statue-victorian
https://www.londonfine.co.uk/products/pair-of-antique-carved-heads-african-ebony-decorative-statue-victorian
https://www.1stdibs.com/furniture/decorative-objects/sculptures/figurative-sculptures/makonde-african-wood-carvings-sculptures-from-tanzania/id-f_16857572
https://www.1stdibs.com/furniture/decorative-objects/sculptures/figurative-sculptures/makonde-african-wood-carvings-sculptures-from-tanzania/id-f_16857572
https://www.1stdibs.com/furniture/decorative-objects/sculptures/figurative-sculptures/makonde-african-wood-carvings-sculptures-from-tanzania/id-f_16857572
https://www.1stdibs.com/furniture/decorative-objects/sculptures/figurative-sculptures/makonde-african-wood-carvings-sculptures-from-tanzania/id-f_16857572
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“These African wood carvings and sculptures have 
been intricately carved by Makonde tribal carvers out 
of Mpingo or black wood tree.  The lovely variegated 
grain of the fine hardwood is polished and carved to 
form beautifully detailed features.  The Makonde are 
one of the five major tribes in Tanzania who originally 
migrated north from Mozambique to the southern 
Tanzanian highlands.  They are famous for their 
intricate carvings.  The carvings are possibly the 
greatest art forms which originate from Tanzania and 
are considered the most positive and uninhibited of all 
East African art.  African Mpingo, ebony wood or 
African black wood, one of the most expensive wood 
products in the world, is extremely dense and has a 
rich sheen when polished, as seen in these 
handcrafted vintage pieces.” 
 

 
On the same website as above is also a “Makonde 
Male Figure in European Dress African Art $3,500” 

(About R51,000). 
 

This rather expensive carving is simply described as 
“A beautiful modern piece of sculpture of a 
distinguished gentleman.  Executed by a Makonde 
master carver in ebony.  Well dressed, complete with 
cuffs, creases and shoes.”  What are your thoughts? 
Do you like it, and would you pay that amount for it? 
 
FROM THE WEST COAST 

 
Yoruba Male Twin Figure, Ere Ibeji, Nigeria, African 

Tribal Art Tall Hair Style. $1,250 (About R18,350) 
https://www.1stdibs.com/furniture/folk-art/tribal-

art/yoruba-male-twin-figure-ere-ibeji-nigeria-
african-tribal-art-tall-hair-style/id-f_9650571/  

A finely carved male twin figure, ere Ibeji, Yoruba 
People, Nigeria, created in the early 20th century.  
With a tall plaited coiffure, expressive eyes, and 
extensive wear and polish from native use.  Areas of 
encrusted camwood powder between arms and 
around feet and remains of "Reckitts" blue (laundry 
bleach) pigment in coiffure.  A tall and striking example 
at 11 3/4 inches.  In very good condition, back of one 
ear missing, from early in the 20th century.” 

 
African Wood Carved Furniture 
Many modern-day collectors like to collect the 
numerous types of folding and collapsible furniture that 
is available today.  Chairs and tables being the most 
common items purchased.  They are readily available 
and reasonably priced. 

 

 
Hand carved chair 

 
This awesome hand carved African Ebony wood 
(Blackwood) East-African folding chair was found on 
www.lifespacesa.com  and measures roughly 37.5cm 
long x 67.5cm wide x 88cm high.  It had the following 
information provided: “African Ebony wood is a heavy 
hardwood that requires serious skills to carve.  The 
chair is in two sections with the seat and back leg 
section feeding through the backrest and front support 
section.  Judging by the style of carving, it most likely 
comes from around the Malawi to Kenya regions.” 
Being Ebony it will have a good weight to it and will 
wear well.  It was advertised at R699. Not a bad price 
for what it is. 

 

https://www.1stdibs.com/furniture/folk-art/tribal-art/yoruba-male-twin-figure-ere-ibeji-nigeria-african-tribal-art-tall-hair-style/id-f_9650571/
https://www.1stdibs.com/furniture/folk-art/tribal-art/yoruba-male-twin-figure-ere-ibeji-nigeria-african-tribal-art-tall-hair-style/id-f_9650571/
https://www.1stdibs.com/furniture/folk-art/tribal-art/yoruba-male-twin-figure-ere-ibeji-nigeria-african-tribal-art-tall-hair-style/id-f_9650571/
http://www.lifespacesa.com/
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Carved folding table 

 
This folding table was found on 
https://www.ebay.com/itm/124036801547  it is 
described as: “African (Wood/Carved) Table with 
Elephant/Flower Design with Foldable Legs-Small.” 
$120 (About R1,758) many examples can be found of 
this type of table which has its three legs carved out of 
a single piece of wood.  They are readily available and 
can be found for as little as R500, depending on your 
negotiation skills and the mood of the seller. 

 

 
Carved Wood Folding Table 

 

This “Early 20th Century African Carved Wood Folding 
Table” has carved Rhino’s on both sides of the top.  It 
was advertised for £285 (About R5,825). It is more 
expensive than the first example as it has a more 
delicate leg carving, appears to be a better-quality 
wood and is classified as vintage age. 

 
The list of types and styles of African carved furniture 
could go on forever, and wood carved musical 
instruments could also be an area of focus, but that 
would be far too much for this edition.  The last item of 
practical use that will be presented in this article is the 
West African Dogon Granary Ladder.  It is 83cm high 
and carved from a single piece of wood. The price 
R3,900.  What are your thoughts on this?  Is it worth 
the asking price? 

 
West African Dogon Granary Ladder. 

www.lifespacesa.com  
 

Next month we will look at South African wood carving. 
The past, the great carvers past and present and the 
future of carving in South Africa. 
 
References 
https://www.dreamstime.com  
https://www.etsy.com  
https://www.ebay.co.uk  
https://www.londonfine.co.uk  
https://www.1stdibs.com  
www.lifespacesa.com  
https://www.ebay.com  
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Hoe Hard Is Hout?  
Deur Lou Coetzer  
 
Hout is die primêre medium waarmee houtwerkers 
werk.  Daarom is hierdie ‘n relevante vraag wat by baie 
draaiers in die gedagtes opkom voor daar aan ‘n blok 
onbekende houtsoort gedraai word.  Soms vermoed 
hulle reeds naastenby hoe hard die hout is gebaseer 
op vroeëre ervaring met ander soortgelyke soorte.  
Verder kan ook gevra word: Hoe hard is hard?  Maar 
meer hieroor later.  
 
Nog vrae wat soms gevra word is: Hoe hard is ons 
Suid-Afrikaanse houtsoorte, veral in vergelyking met 
byvoorbeeld Europese soorte?;  en, Watter is die 
hardste van die Suid-Afrikaanse houtsoorte?  
Houtwerkers sal seker verskillende antwoorde op 
hierdie vrae gee na aanleiding van hul kennis en 
ervaring met ons inheemse houtsoorte.  ‘n Ander 
bepalende faktor by hardheid is die relatiewe natheid 
van die hout.  Draaiers weet reeds lank dat nat hout 
maklik is om te draai, terwyl dieselfde soorte, wanneer 
hulle eers uitgedroog het, hard en moeiliker is om te 
draai.  Daarom word hout tot 10% relatiewe 
voggehalte gedroog voor daar hardheidstoetse 
uitgevoer word, sodat die verkreë waardes 
vergelykbaar is.  
 
Hoe Word Hout Se Hardheid Bepaal?  
Verskillende metodes word toegepas om hout se 
hardheid te bepaal.  Die metodes kan breedweg in 
twee kategorieë onderskei word, naamlik :  
 
1. Nie-Formeel (semanties) wat uit die praktyk 
bekend is.  
 
Die algemeenste is vanuit eie en andere se ervarings. 
In Engels word die toepassings mooi paslik “rule of 
thumb” genoem.  Houtwerkers ontwikkel naderhand uit 
ervaring ‘n “gevoel” op grond van sekere 
houtkenmerke.  
 
Hoadley (1990) het ‘n metode ontwikkel waardeur hy 
met ‘n harde duimnael ‘n gleuf in ‘n plank se langkant 
probeer maak.  Die gemak waarmee hy die gleuf kan 
maak en die diepte van die gleuf, gee dan vir hom ‘n 
aanduiding van die relatiewe hardheid van die 
houtsoort.  Dit behels nie vuurpylwetenskap (rocket 
science) nie, maar gee ‘n vinnige en relatiewe 
aanduiding van ‘n plank se hardheid.  
 
2. Formeel deur middel van meting. 
(a) Indirekte metode deur afleiding 

Die digtheid (Soortelike Gewig - S.G.) van die hout 
word ook as maatstaf gebruik vir die bepaling van die 
relatiewe hardheid daarvan.  Die volgende aanhaling 
uit Dyer et al. (2016) het betrekking: 
 
Die digtheid van hout word uitgedruk in massa (kg) per 
volume (m3) by 10% voggehalte (vg).  Massa is die 
enkele beste maatstaf van die sterkte van hout.  Alle 
houtsoorte se selle bestaan uit dieselfde basiese, 
soliede boustowwe naamlik sellulose en lignien.  Die 
hoeveelheid van hierdie boustowwe per kubieke 
eenheid, bepaal of hout lig of swaar, styf of buigsaam, 
en hard of sag is.  
 
Daarmee saam is die hoeveelheid parenchiemweefsel 
(dunwandige selle) wat as vaatstrale in die hout 
voorkom, baie direk bepalend tot die hoeveelheid 
lignienbevattende weefsel per kubieke eenheid van die 
hout.  Dus, hoe meer parenchiem in die hout, hoe 
ligter en sagter is die hout.  Sommige houtsoorte het 
breë en baie opvallende vaatstrale byvoorbeeld 
boekenhout (Faurea saligna).  
 
Die digtheid (D) van hout word soos volg bereken:  
 
D = Massa van monster in gram, gedeel deur die 
volume van die hout in cm3, en word ook as kilogram 
(kg) per kubieke meter (m3) uitgedruk.  
Die hardheid van hout korreleer goed met die S.G. van 
die hout – dus, hoe groter die S.G., hoe harder is die 
hout.   
 
Hoadley (1990) verduidelik ‘n baie praktiese metode 
om die S.G. van ‘n blokkie hout te bepaal. Dit word die 
flottasie-metode genoem en werk soos volg:  
 
Bedek die blokkie hout met ‘n dun lagie was om dit 
waterdig te maak en plaas dit in ‘n slanke houer, soos 
‘n skraal bottel, driekwart vol water sodat die hout 
vertikaal daarin kan dryf.  Meet die totale lengte van 
die blokkie asook die lengte van die deel onder die 
watervlak.  Gebruik hierdie mates om die verhouding 
van die deel in die water tot die totale lengte te bepaal.  
 
Bereken die  verhouding soos hier onder deur Hoadley 
(1990) geïllustreer word.  Hierdie berekende 
verhouding dui die S.G. van die hout aan.  Hoe hoër 
die hout se S.G. hoe dieper gaan dit in die water dryf.  
Hoewel dit ‘n baie goeie aanduiding van die relatiewe 
hardheid van die hout is, is dit steeds net ‘n algemene 
aanduiding.  
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(b) Direkte metode deur meting  
Vir die praktyk is ‘n tegniek ontwikkel wat algemeen 
toegepas en as standaard erken word.  Die metode 
behels die bepaling van ‘n blokkie hout se weerstand 
teen induiking.  Die toetsblokkie se afmetings is 152 
mm lank X 51 mm X 51 mm, en word só voorberei dat 
die blokkie se lang kante die radiale en tangensiale 
vlakke van die hout in die stam  verteenwoordig.  
Blokkies afkomstig van radiaal- en kwartgesaagde 
planke is hiervoor ideaal geskik.  
 
Die weerstand teen induiking is ‘n maatstaf van die 
hardheid van die hout.  Hierdie weerstand word 
gemeet deur ‘n staalbal (koeëllaer) van 11.28 mm in 
deursnee loodreg op die lengtevlakke (radiaal en 
tangensiaal) en die kopvlak van die houtblokkie te 
druk.  Sodra die diepte van die induiking die deursnee 
van die bal bereik (ook uitgedruk as die helfte van die 
deursnee van die bal), word die toegepaste druk 
gemeet.  Die waardes word in Newton (N) aangedui.  
 
Die afwaartse beweging van die toetsapparaat se 
laaikop waarmee die staalbal in die hout gedruk word, 
vind teen ‘n konstante tempo plaas naamlik 6.53 mm 
per minuut (Dyer et al. 2016).  Hoe sagter die hout is, 
hoe gouer sal die bepaalde diepte bereik word.  
 
Sommige publikasies gee slegs een waarde vir die 
hardheid van die hout (Burger & Kenhard, 2005), 
terwyl Dyer et al. (2016) meesal twee waardes vir elke 
houtsoort gee naamlik die gemiddeld van die radiale 
en tangensiale vlakke, en ‘n tweede waarde vir die 
kopvlak (kyk tabel 1). 

 

Houtsoorte Se Hardheid 
 

TABEL 1: Suid-Afrikaanse boomspesies, houtdigtheid 
en hardheid. 

 
SPESIE- 
NAAM  

 

DIGTHEID 
(kg/m3) 

          HARDHEID  
(kN) 

B & K# Dyer 
et al. 

B & 
K# 

       Dyer et al.  

    Lengte
vlak 

Kopvla
k 

Dalberghia 
melanoxylon 

1280 1280 13,37 16,32 17,85 

Combretum 
imberbe 

1180 1180 * 15,88 * 

Millettia 
grandis 

* 1180 * 15,36 14,09 

Acacia 
nigrescens 

1130 1130 18,30 18,29 18,55 

Acacia 
burkei 

* 1120  15,98 * 

Colophosper
mum 

mopane 

1090 1090 20,78 20,78 19.18 

Combretum 
apiculatum 

* 1090 * 12,03 12.13 

Olea 
europaea 

ssp africana 

1080 1080 * * * 

Acacia 
erioloba 

1070 1070 * * * 

Acacia caffra 1060 1060 11,14 * * 

Berchemia 
zeyheri  

1040 1040 19,50 19,50 19,86 

Searsia 
lancea 

1040 1040 12,00 11,99 11,73 

Ptaeroxylon 
obliquum 

1030 1030 14,39 14,39 14,40 

Olea 
capensis ssp 

capensis 

1020 1084 13,76 16,36 19,07 

Olea 
capensis ssp 
macrocarpa 

1020 1024 13,76 13,75 14,19 

Acacia 
robusta  

* 1020 * 9,86 10,10 

Acacia 
galpinii 

750 750 9,01 9,0 9,38 

Faurea 
saligna 

740 740 6,02 6.01 6,28 

Pterocarpus 
angolensis  

660 660 5,63 5,63 6,64 

# Burger & Kennard, 2005.  * Dui aan ontbrekende 
waardes 
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TABEL 2: Vergelykende Uitheemse spesies (volgens 
Hoadley, 1990) 
SPECIES NAMES COMMON 

NAME 
Average 
Specific 
Gravity 

Abies alba Norway fir 0.43 

Pinus sylvestris  Scots pine 0.46 

Pseudotsuga 
menziesii 

Douglas 
fir/Oregon pine 

0.48 

Sequoia 
sempervirens 

Redwood 0.40 

Platanus acerifolia London plane 0.55 

Quercus robur  European oak 0.62 

Ulmus americana American elm 0.50 

Robinia 
pseudoacacia 

Black locust 0.69 

Dyera costulata Jelutong 0.40 

Phoebe porosa Imbuia 0.57 

 
Die eerste vier name in bogenoemde tabel verteenwoordig 
sagtehoutsoorte (Gimnosperms) en die laaste ses name is 

hardehoutsoorte (Angiosperms).  
 

TABEL 3:  Populêre name vir Suid-Afrikaanse spesies 
(Volgens Van Wyk et al. 2011) 

                  
SPESIENAAM 

      POPULêRE NAAM (Afr. en 
Engels) 

Acacia burkei 
(Senegalia) 

Swartapiesdoring/Black monkey thorn 

Acacia caffra 
(Senegalia) 

Gewone haakdoring/Common hook 
thorn 

Acacia erioloba 
(Vachellia) 

Kameeldoring/Camel thorn 

Acacia galpinii  
(Senegalia) 

Apiesdoring/Monkey thorn 

Acacia 
nigrescens 
(Senegalia) 

Knoppiesdoring/Knobthorn 

Acacia robusta 
(Vachellia) 

Enkeldoring/Broadpod robust thorn 

Berchemia 
zeyheri 

Rooi-ivoor/Red ivory 

Colophospermu
m mopane 

Mopanie/Mopane 

Combretum 
apiculatum 

Rooiboswilg/Kudubush 

Combretum 
imberbe 

Hardekool/Leadwood 

Dalberghia 
melanoxylon 

Sebrahout/Driedoringebbehout/Zebrawo
od 

Faurea saligna Boekenhout/Transvaal beech 

Millettia grandis Umzimbeet/Umzimbeet 

Olea capensis 
ssp capensis 

Kleinysterhout/Small ironwood 

Olea capensis 
ssp macrocarpa 

Ysterhout/Ironwood 

Olea europaea 
ssp africana 

Olienhout/Wild olive 

Ptaeroxylon 
obliquum 

Nieshout/Sneezewood 

Pterocarpus 
angolensis 

Kiaat/Kiaat/Mukwa 

Searsia lancea Karee/Gewone Karee/Karee 

 
Bespreking 
Slegs ‘n klein getal houtsoorte (19) is in Tabel 1 vir 
doeleindes van hierdie bespreking ingesluit. Hulle 
verteenwoordig die 16 hardste houtsoorte van alle 
Suid-Afrikaanse boomsoorte, asook drie addisionele 
houtsoorte wat goed bekend is en as ‘n vergelyking 
kan dien (Dyer et al, 2016 & Burger en Kenhard, 
2005). 
 
Die houtsoorte is in volgorde gerangskik vanaf die 
hoogste digtheid na laer digthede volgens amptelike 
syfers wat vir hierdie houtsoorte in die genoemde 
literatuur aangegee word.  Daarby word ook hulle 
waardes vir hardheid gelys.  
 
Hoewel hout se digtheid in die algemeen baie goed 
met die hardheid korreleer, is dit nie by al die soorte 
wat in Tabel 1 gelys is, heeltemal so nie.  Let op dat 
sebrahout met ‘n S.G. van 1,28 se hardheid vanaf 
13,37 kN tot 17,85 kN varieer.  Daarteenoor is 
knoppiesdoring se S.G. laer (1,13) maar sy hardheid 
hoër (18,29 kN tot 18,55 kN) as dié van sebrahout.  
 
Volgens die beskikbare data is mopanie, waarvan die 
hardheid vanaf 19,18 kN tot 20,78 kN varieer, die 
hardste inheemse houtsoort van Suidelike Afrika.  In 
vergelyking daarmee is mopanie ongeveer 3,5 keer so 
hard soos kiaat (kyk tabel 1).  
 
Ander opvallende data uit Tabel 1 is dat sommige 
houtsoorte se syvlak-hardheid groter as die kopvlak-
hardheid is, in teenstelling met wat oor die algemeen 
verwag en aanvaar sou word.  Voorbeelde hiervan is 
umzimbeet, mopanie en gewone karee (nogal?).  
 
Daarteenoor is die S.G. van Noord-Amerikaanse 
soorte (Tabel 2) relatief laag en kan verstaan word dat 
selfs hulle hardehoutsoorte, relatief sag is – selfs ‘n 
boom soos rooihout (Sequoia sempervirens) wat 
reusagtig groot word.  Dit verduidelik waarom die 
draai-aksies in video’s van Engelse en Amerikaanse 
draaiers, so glad verloop en so maklik lyk.  Maar 
sommige van hulle is deeglik bewus van die harde 
Afrika-houtsoorte. 
 



2021-07 & 08 Page 10 

 

Balsahout (Ochroma pyramidale) met ‘n S.G. van 0,16 
is gewoonlik die interessante fenomeen wat bygesleep 
word wanneer oor hout se hardheid gepraat word. 
Balsahout behoort tot die groep hardehoutsoorte 
(Angiosperms) maar is sagter as enige van die 
sagtehoutsoorte (Gimnosperms).  Voorwaar baie 
eienaardig!  
 
Aspekte wat ook by baie draaiers opkom, en wat 
gladnie hier bespreek is nie, is die geografiese gebied 
waar ‘n stuk hout vandaan kom en moontlik sy 
hardheid beïnvloed, en hoeveel keer beitels geslyp 
moet word voor ‘n item klaar gedraai is.  
 
Geniet ons pragtige en unieke Suid-Afrikaanse 
houtsoorte met hulle pragtige kleure, mooi teksture en 
interessante populêre name.  
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