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From the Chairman

Chairman: Jan Richter

At the April general meeting we listened to
representatives of Silverton Timber Merchants and
Rare Woods SA, who told us more about their
products and services. At the May meeting we
listened to representatives from two tool suppliers,
Powerdek and BPM Toolcraft. These companies
represent only a few of the role-players in their
respective fields. This issue of “From the Chairman”
will look at some of the other role-players in the wood
and tool supply environments.

It is important to remember that although most of the
wood and tool suppliers got websites that list their
products, it may not mean that the product will always
be available of the shelf. Therefore, it is always good
to phone the specific shop before you visit them to
determine if they have the item(s) that you are looking
for. On the other hand, especially in the case of walk-

in only shops they do not list all the items that they sell.

Again, it will be worth it to phone the specific shop that
sells the product type that you are looking for. If they
do not have it in stock, they will probably be willing to
order it for you.

In the April edition of Tambotie | provided some more
information on Silverton Timber Merchants and Rare
Woos SA. | tried to find more solid wood (other than
pine or wood used for construction) suppliers near
Pretoria by making use of the Internet search facility.
Following is a brief description on some wood
suppliers | found on the Internet.

H & S Timbers is located in Benoni, and offers beside
boards and plywood also a range of exotic hardwoods
from Africa, Europe, Southeast Asia and America.
Some of their species include: Meranti, Red Oak,
White Oak, Cherry, Beech, Kiaat, Maple, African
Mahogany and African Rosewood.

Maple Street Timbers is based in Kempton Park and
have 31 species in the exotic timber catalogue on their
website. They also advertise specialised products
such as thermory modified woods, decking and
fasteners, wood treatments and structural timbers.
They also carry a large range of FESTOOL power
tools.

Plantsaw is in Henley on Klip near Meyerton. They
have a total of 22 African hardwood products including
burls on their website.

Prosono Hardwoods International have a sawmill at
Blue Hills, Centurion while their offices are in
Magaliessig, Sandton. Amongst other items they
supply hardwood for turners, joiners, carvers and
furniture makers. They sell various African species
from African blackwood to Tambotie.

Country Woods has two branches, one in Wynberg,
Johannesburg and one in Montague Gardens, Cape
Town. They carry more than 70 species of imported
timber and African timbers on their website.
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The topic of the May general meeting was tool
suppliers and the members who attended the meeting
heard more about Powerdek in Gezina, Pretoria and
BPM Toolcraft based in Cape Town. Powerdek is a
walk-in shop that sells some woodworking machines
such as bandsaws, cut off saws, planers, thicknesser
etc. as well as various abrasive products, router bits,
drill bits, clamps, chisels, etc.

BPM Toolcraft is a walk-in and online shop. Although
they are based in Cape Town, they have a big online
customer base in Gauteng. They sell a large selection
of hand tools, power tools, workshop essentials
(abrasives, adhesives, clamps, etc), and woodturning
equipment. You do not pay for shipping on orders
above R1000.00.

| did a search on the Internet for other businesses that
sell woodworking tools, only a few of the results are
listed here.

Hardware Centre in Randburg stated off as a business
in Pretoria and the Association had very close ties then
with that organisation. Meetings were held at their
premises. Hardware Centre stocks a large range of
woodworking tools and equipment as can be seen
from their website.

Adendorff is a country wide business with branches in
Centurion and Gezina. They have walk-in shops and
you can also place online orders for delivery or
collection at a store. They sell a large range of Mac
Afric branded machines and tools.

Pretoria ToolCentre in Pretoria Central is a walk-in
shop. Their website shows a large range of
woodworking machinery and hand tools.

REM Machines & Maintenance Solutions is based in
Centurion. REM is a walk-in shop with a product
range that includes CNC, sanders, table saws, planers
and thicknessers and various brands like Hammer,
Martin, Festool and many other well-known names.

Creative Turning, is an online shop of Carel van der
Merwe, a member of the Woodworking Association in
Pretoria. This shop specializes in woodturning
equipment and tools that varies from lathes, chisels to
abrasives.

Tools4Wood was established in 2013 as a fine
woodworking webstore. They have an extensive
brand list with names like Makita, Bosch, Festool,

Kreg, JET and many others. They sell from
woodworking machines to hand tools.

The business listed above represents only a small
number of what is available. You as members of the
Woodworking Association of Pretoria buy from many
other businesses. Please provide me with the names
and a short description of the wood and woodworking
equipment suppliers that you make use of. This
information will be published on our website.

Association’s Monthly Meeting:

26 May 2021
By Paul Roberts

We had some 26 attendees plus only six via Zoom.
Initially the online system gave some problems, which
were subsequently resolved. The first part of the
meeting was devoted to presentations from two
woodworking tool supplies viz BPM Toolcraft in Cape
Town via Zoom and Powerdek, Pretoria.

| The team resolving the intricacies of electronic
remote meetings

Johan Pieterse supported by Edwin Mauritz of BPM
Toolcraft took us through their product and service
range as given in further detail on their website
www.toolcraft.co.za . The current pandemic has given
rise to a shortage of various items. Toolcraft offers
members a discount particularly on imported goods
(the discount code is provided to members).

Stanley Janse van Vuuren and Jaco Croucamp from
Powerdek Pretoria used their website as a basis for
the presentation (www.powerdek.co.za ). They also
had several items of stock to show to the members.
They can make up Abranet belts for sanders to any
required size: this attracted a lot of interest from the
attendees. They also offer a discount to members of
the Association.
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L to R: Jaco and Stanley from Powerdek

After the recess, there was a Show and Tell. Paul
Roberts first described using a PowerPoint
presentation how he fitted up a compact sewing room
in a retirement estate as illustrated in the photographs
below.

Storage cabinet for box files containing sewing
magazines

Completed cabinets in the compact (1.4x 2.5m
sewing room)

A usful shop-made br.e‘w.cké;t‘jsed for aligning
components during assembly.
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Michael Furstenburg demonstrated the nut cracker he
developed for pecan nuts. He used the spring steel in
a Lasher slasher as he could not buy such steel
commercially.

Michael Furstenburg demonstrating the nut
cracker he developed

Wer o

Nut racker

Cabinet Makers and Restorers:

8 May 2021
By Paul Roberts

The meeting was held in the workshop of John
Franklin at Broederstroom near Hartbeespoort Dam.
The meeting was attended by 19 persons. The topics
for the day were:
e Band sawing for the hobbyist by Paul
Roberts;
e Qil and water-based finishing by Wesley
Welman;
e Show and tell of favourite old hand tools.

Convenor Marius du Toit welcoming the attendees.

Paul Roberts introduced the topic mentioning that a
band-saw has many applications in the workshop apart
from sawing curved sections. It has a major role in
wood preparation, resawing, making of veneers and
even jointing. A lot of useful information is available on
the Internet and a highly recommended reference book
is The Bandsaw Book by Lonnie Bird, Taunton Press,
1999.

The bandsaw is an inherently safe machine, but
various safety precautions are needed such as
adequate support of the item by the table, use of a
push stick for small/narrow items, adequate lighting
and dust extraction.

The choice of a bandsaw depends on a number of
factors such as:
e Size and type of work which will be
undertaken eg resawing;
e Type of blade guides and the ease of
adjustment;
e Table size and adjustment;
o Additional purchased or shop-built extension
table for long items.
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The blade choice is critical and it is worth investing in
high quality blades such as the Starrett line of
Woodpecker blades (Supplied by First Cut in
Johannesburg). The above book contains a graph
which relates the minimum cutting radius to blade
width.

The issue of blade drift was discussed. This drift
occurs when the blade is not aligned to the rip fence
and generally occurs when the blade is not centred on
the curved wheels. Drift can be tested by ripping a
marked line on a plank with parallel sides. Stop the rip
about halfway and hold the plank in position and turn
off the saw. Mark the planks orientation on the table
and use this line for orientating the fence. The other
way is to adjust the blade setting on the crowned
wheel and retest until it is set parallel to the fence.

The tension of the blade also plays a role and a higher
tension usually reduces the drift.

Various applications of the bandsaw were
demonstrated using John’s machine. The presentation
and demonstration led to a number of questions and
various useful comments from attendees.

Set-up for résaing.

VY \

Routing parallel curves with a shop-built jig.

After the refreshment break, Wesley Welman
demonstrated the application of Hesse Lignal Natural
Oils and Water-based stains. The wood should be
finished-sanded to 150 grit before application of these
finishes. The cost of these products is around R750
per litre and Wesley is now a local agent. The finishes
dry quickly and can be smoothed with a Scotchbrite
pad. Various finishes and combinations of finishes
were demonstrated. Refer to the website
www.specialitycoatings.co.za for further technical

detail.

' amples of finished oak veneer.

Several members brought old hand tools as follows:
e Marius du Toit: A hacksaw and pliers;
o Neville Stokker: Yankee screwdriver;
e Andreas Swart: Handsaw and a small
hammer;
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e Henrie Spies: Various old tools from his
grandfather;

o Bruce Carter: A boxed set of old carving
chisels;

e John Franklin: Compass plane.
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John Franklin dehwnstrating his compass plane
used for curved surfaces.

Turners 22 May 2021
By Alan Crawford

The WAP Turners group held their May meeting at the
scout hall in Lynnwood on the 22/05/'21. The
presentation for the day was done by Carel v/d Merwe
representing his company Creative Turning on the
subject of tool selection, also showing some of the
latest gadgets for woodturning. The meeting was
chaired by Braam Burger and after welcoming two
guests and a new member he handled the required
admin before handing over to Carel.

Carel first started by offering woodturning courses, and
himself having attended a number of courses in
Europe was able to share his knowledge on the
various aspects of turing. He then started marketing
the tools that he uses, concentrating mainly on turning
tools and equipment, his philosophy being that he only
sells tools that he has had experience with. Sourcing
tools from all over the world he has built up
relationship with some suppliers who now send him
newly developed tools for his evaluation.

Starting with the four basic requirements for
woodturning — lathe, chisels, sharpening system and
chucks, he mentioned the range of lathes he sells,
from the smaller Creative Turning branded lathes to
the larger lathes that he imports in a semi complete
form and does the final assembly locally to keep the
costs to a minimum. Moving on to sharpening systems
he stressed the importance of using the correct
grinding wheels, showing the aluminium oxide wheel
that is manufactured locally and the imported CBN
option. Also the grinders available, the jigs and
templates to ensure the correct angles when lining up
the chisel to the grinding wheel. He then spoke about
the comprehensive range of chucks that are available
and the interchangeability of the jaws between the
various makes. A wide range of turning accessories
were then covered faceplates, tool rests, live centres,
various types of sanding equipment, a mounting
bracket for carving, texturing tool, diamond files,
forstner bits, buffing system and the list goes on and
on. Interesting was a new sandpaper, recently
imported, that is similar to sandpaper commonly used
but considerably cheaper, samples of which were
handed out to members for them to try. Chisels were
next, where he demonstrated a wide variety including
tipped tools, spending some time discussing the flute
shape on different bowl gouges, parabola vs.
“U’shaped. For some reason there was no mention of
a skew chisel, but he did mention in the beginning that
the emphasis would be on hollowing, and on that, he
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finished off the presentation by showing us the
hollowing jig that he markets. The WAP can consider
itself fortunate to have a member like Carel providing
tools and equipment of good quality at reasonable
prices and the assurance that the equipment has been
“tried and tested”.

After a break an auction was held, selling two pen
display stands, kindly donated by Leon Wolmarans
and some roller blade wheels, ideal for building a
steady, donated by Buster Callahan, thanks to the two
of you the Turners raised R740.00 for the kitty.

The “homework” for the month was a thin stemmed
goblet, and there were a good number of entries, one
that stood out was a goblet from At’s collection turned
by Stuart Mortimer on a visit to SA in 2006, that had a
3 start spiral stem. Also unique were a pair of
weathered looking goblets by At Smit, turned from a
sweet potato!

The raffle table was again loaded with various items Selection of “homework” projects
and pieces of wood, thanks to all those who donated
and especially to Lou Coetzer again for some special
pieces of wood. The meeting closed at 12h30, and the
next meeting on the 26 June will be held at the plot of
Leon Langenhoven.

Edible goblets turned frohw a sweet potato by At
Smit

@/ oA "‘K Spiral and ultra-thin stemmed goblets.
Various items including a set by Leon
Langenhoven in jacaranda
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Woodcarving: The history of

woodcarving Part 2
By Bruce Carter

This month’s article will continue with the history of
woodcarving around the world, focusing on the
Common Era (AD), and will then discuss the decline of
the ‘craftsman’. Next month we will look at the rise of
the modern day artist.

European wood carvers

Some of the greatest wood carvings from the Middle
Ages come from Germany, England, Russia, Italy and
France, where the typical themes of the era was
Christian iconography consisting of intricate
altarpieces, and other religious works. In England, oak
was the preferred medium and in Germany it was Lime
Wood.

A well-known German wood sculptor from the Late
Gothic era was Tilman Riemenschneider (1460-1531),
who carved the Last Supper within the Holy Blood
Altar.

Last Supper by Tilman RiemZi;;;bneider
https://www.artsy.net/artist/tiiman-
riemenschneider
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Detail of the Last Supper within the Holy Blood
Altar by Tilman Riemenschneider
https://www.european-traveler.com/

Another well-known German wood carver was Michael
Pacher (1435-1498), who is famous for the St
Wolfgang Altarpiece (1471-1481). There are
numerous other celebrated wood carvers from this era,
there are far too many to mention them all, but
considering that any well respected cathedral or major
church of the time usually commissioned an altar
piece, there was certainly no shortage of work for the
skilled wood carver.

https://commons. wikimedia.orql

Wood carvers of Indo-China and the Far East
Vintage Oriental wood carvers were well known for
their intricate carvings of lotus blossoms, lilies and
other aquatic plants. These were usually carved onto
doors and other main structural features of their
buildings. This craftsmanship can still be seen in the
East and Far East today.

https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo/lotus-wood-
carving.html
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See the YouTube video on the wood carving of
double door with polished rose flower and lotus
flower at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRbNf1K5I14

o
d

A uniquely Chinese feature is the finial of the

newel post, kept mostly straight in profile and

deeply carved with dragons, monsters and scrolls.
https://za.pinterest.com/pin/380132024768445744/

The decline of the skilled ‘craftsman’

The Bavarian village of Oberammergau is famous for
its religious dramas, especially the Easter Passion
play, which only takes place once every 10 years. The
town is also well known for its long-time artistic custom
of wood-carving. This tradition has been kept alive
through a trade school which was established 150
years ago and is currently home to about 70 whittlers,
who call themselves "Herrgottschnitzer" (God-carvers),
since they mainly carve images of saints. This
tradition is however facing extinction due to the high
demand for these wooden carvings being satisfied
through technology capable of mass production on
modern machinery.

As a result, traditional carvers like Herbert Haseidl are
struggling to make a living. A wooden figure of Jesus

manufactured in South Tyrol costs around 50 euros
($68). Haseidl, in contrast, has to charge 10 times as
much for his handmade pieces to break even. He said
that "traditionally handmade" is no longer a label that
attracts customers; for many, cheap imports are just as
good. Haseidl stated: "Sometimes | feel like my
profession is actually dying; especially with the
economic situation we have right now." He further
stated that it's becoming increasingly more difficult to
recruit young artisans.

Wood carvers salary and qualifications

The website www.comparability.com , indicated in
November 2020, that wood carving carpenters may
either have a diploma, certificate or associate’s degree
in wood technology and are required to have at least
three years of on-the-job training before reaching full
proficiency. They will then earn $18,800 to $50,720
per annum, with the median salary being $28,990 per
annum.

In comparison to this the average annual salary of a
qualified technician is between $70,000 and $100,000,
plumbers around $54,832, and sales with commission
being about $43,000. It is only fast food employees, at
about $17,280 per annum, who earn less than a
qualified and skilled wood carver. With this in mind
one can see why the profession is not attracting the
younger generation.

This information does seem to present a rather gloomy
picture, it is however not an indication that
woodcarving is a dying art. This is however not the full
picture as woodcarving today is a thriving industry; it
has just taken on a different form. Today, woodcarving
continues to grow through the hobbyist, most of which
are in the cold northern countries where a winter
indoor activity is vital to surviving the winter blues, and
through highly skilled artists. These new era artists
have rekindled the passion for wooden hand carved
works of art, and many of them have grown their
businesses through modern technological platform
such as You Tube and Etsy. Next month we will look
at a selection of woodcarvers who are thriving in the
current era.

Text References
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/\Wood_carving
http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/sculpture/wood-
carving.htm
https://www.dw.com/en/bavarias-wood-carvers-
struggle-to-keep-tradition-alive/
https://www.comparably.com salaries-for-wood-carving
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Bewerkbaarheid van Hout: Swart Wattel

(Black Wattle / Acacia mearnsii)
Deur Michiel van den Berg

Swart Wattel , oftewel black wattle soos dit maar
algemeen genoem word, is mos vuurmaakhout, want
dit deug vir niks anders nie — so is die algemene
opvatting. Selfs met ‘n Google soektog na black wattle
wood het die resultate deurgaans iets te make met
vuurmaakhout.

Groot was my verrassing egter om met hierdie hout as
houtwerkmateriaal kennis te maak; baie daarvan is
baie mooi — kyk die paar voorbeelde in die fotos
hierby.

Die mooiste hout is nie net die kernhout nie; die
kernhout is ‘n mooi lewendige bruin en is swaar en
baie solied, maar die saphout (wat ook hard en sterk
is) het ligter kleure, soms met rooierige vlamme.

Die hout is nie juis kwasterig nie, maar daar kom wel
kwaste voor wat moeilik bewerk. Die kwaste breek
egter nie so maklik uit soos bv by den nie. Baie
daarvan dra soms by tot die mooi voorkoms — kyk bv
die blad van die koffietafel in die een foto hierbo.

Veral die kernhout het ‘n kenmerkende aangename
soeterige reuk wanneer dit gesaag word. Die hout is
hard en het ‘n redelik golwende grein, met die gevolg
dat met skaaf mens soms op plekke teen die grein
skaaf, wat uitbreek veroorsaak. Maar met ‘n goed-
skerp skaaflem en fyn gestel, kom mens vér. Dis egter
goed om die laaste bietjie van ‘n vlak eerder tot op die
verlangde mate te skuur as om te skuur bloot ter wille
van ‘n gladde opperviakte.

Profiel- en ander snitte met ‘n freesmasjien lewer
goeie resultate, mits die frees-snyers (router bits)
skerp is en daar bietjie-vir-bietjie gesny word (so 2 mm
maksimum per keer), maar pasop vir uitbreek by
dwarsgrein snitte.

Ter opsomming: swart wattel is wel nie die maklikste
hout om mee te werk nie, maar dit lewer bevredigende
resultate. Wat my betref word al die moeite en sorg
baie goed beloon deur die mooiheid van die hout in die
eindproduk. Editoral

Editor: Paul Roberts
E-Mail: paul.roberts@ptawoodworkers.com
Tel: 084 5152773

Tormek-kas/Ti omek cabinet
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