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From the Chairman

Chairman Jan Richter

Firstly, | want to thank you all for re-electing me as
Chairman of the Woodworking Association of Pretoria.
[ will try to serve the Association and you as members
to the best of my ability.

Congratulations to Gawie Botha, Alan Crawford,
Marius du Toit, Michiel van den Berg and Derik van
Rensburg who were re-elected and to Carl de Beer
and Bruce Carter, who are the newly elected members
on the committee. | am looking forward to work with all
of you this year.
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Committee 2021 - Left to right: Bruce Carter,
Gawie Botha, Jan Richter, Marius du Toit, Derik
van Rensburg, Michiel van den Berg, Carl de Beer,

Alan Crawford

The office bearers for the 2021 committee will be:

Vice-Chairman — Derik van Rensburg
Secretary — Michiel van den Berg
Treasurer — Bruce Carter.

The three interest groups, cabinetmakers and
restorers, turners and wood carvers are well
represented on the committee. Marius du Toit will
represent the cabinet makers and restorers, while Carl
de Beer and Bruce Carter will do the same for the
turners and woodcarvers, respectively.

Derik van Rensburg will be responsible for
membership affairs, and the Facebook page, Michiel
van den Berg for the liquid refreshments and shirts.
The main organiser of the Wood Expo and Handcraft
Festival will be Gawie Botha, and he will be assisted
by Carl de Beer. Alan Crawford will take care of the
Workshop and Training Institute project from a
committee perspective and will keep the development
and mentorship list up to date. He will also investigate
possible participation in Hobby X. Marius du Toit,
Bruce Carter, Derik van Rensburg together with myself
will be responsible for the monthly program and
meeting arrangements. | will be responsible for the
liaison between the committee and the editor of
Tambotie as well as for the role of webmaster.

The committee drew up a plan for the monthly
meetings for the rest of the year. You will be notified
by email and WhatsApp groups of each monthly
meeting, but | would like to highlight three events on
our calendar for 2021.

On 30 June we plan to have an Aids and Gadget
evening. From attending the meetings of the different
interest groups as well as looking at what is posted on
the WhatsApp groups, our members are highly
creative in finding and designing aids and gadgets to
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make their life in their workshops easier and to assist
them in accomplishing difficult tasks. | want to extend
a special invitation to our woodcarvers to come and
show the other members, the aids and gadgets they
are using in carving their artworks.

At this stage, the Committee is planning for the annual
Wood Expo and Handcraft Festival the first weekend in
Pretoria. We will provide more information on this
event as it becomes available.

The theme of the October event is “Move your Border”.
We invite you to come and showcase that incredibly
special project where you really had to MOVE THE
BORDERS of your imagination, skills, and knowledge.

Die Vereniging het gedurende sy bestaan verskeie
houtwerk verwante boeke ontvang. Danksy die harde
werk van mense soos Jéhan Kruger, Leon Wolmarans
en andere het die Vereniging se eie biblioteek
ontstaan. Die biblioteek was aanvanklik gehuisves by
Jéhan se woning, maar is in 2018 verskuif na ‘n
boekrak in ‘n kantoor by Silverton Houthandelaars. Dit
blyk egter dat baie min lede die biblioteek besoek en
boeke uitleen. Willie Marneweck het met reg by die
afgelope algemene jaarvergadering die komitee
versoek om die bestaansreg van die biblioteek te
ondersoek.

Die komitee oorweeg tans die moontlikheid om die
boeke eerder by Die Werfsaal waar die
maandbyeenkomste gehou word, in ‘n geskikte kas te
huisves en dan kan die lede die biblioteek tydens elke
byeenkoms gebruik.

Ons wil graag vanaf julle as lede wil hoor of daar nog
steeds ‘n behoefte aan gedrukte publikasies oor
houtwerk verwante onderwerpe is of is die Internet 'n
voldoende bron van kennis. Dus wil ek julle uitnooi
om enige voorstelle en kommentaar oor die biblioteek
na my of enige een van die komiteelede te stuur

Ten slotte, as daar enige vrae is of iets wat julle wil
voorstel of onder ons aandag wil bring moet asseblief
nie huiwer om ons te kontak nie.

Ek sien uit na ‘n houtgevulde 2021.

Committee Members — Background
Information

Derik Van Rensburg

Derik completed his schooling in 1976 at the
Afrikaanse Hoér Seunskool in Pretoria. He qualified
as a general dental practitioner from the University of
Pretoria in 1982 and obtained a master’s degree in
community dentistry (Cum Laude) in 1996 from the
same university.

He retired at the age of 60 from the South African
Medical Health Service with the military rank of
Brigadier General where he served for roughly 20
years as Director Oral Health.

Derik had wood- and metalwork as a school subject
but never had the time to enjoy this as a hobby during
his military career. He has now joined Pam Golding
Properties as an estate agent and enjoys woodworking
during his leisure time.

Michiel Van Den Berg

Like most in my age category, | had Woodworking as a
school subject in Std 6 (Grade 8), which is indeed very
little. Fortunately, | come from a family of
woodworkers — either as a job or as a hobby. My
grandfather was a cabinetmaker, a couple of uncles
did woodworking as a hobby (and were very good),
and my father was a woodworking teacher.

But, although | was exposed to the basics of
woodworking during my childhood years, somehow the
bug never bit me during that time. It was only late in
my career (having never had a hobby or time for one)
when retirement started to rear its (then) ugly head
and | had to start considering a hobby, that | one day
all of a sudden realised what | had been missing all my
life, although | hadn’t known it!

So, at the age of about 50 | started seriously looking
into woodworking, inter alia by reading the Home
Handyman magazine. Many of the articles that | read
(also in other publications) considered the router thé
MUST for every woodworker. So, | bought one. But
since | have never been exposed (or even seen a
router!) | was at first too scared to even switch it on!

To make a long story short: through the Home
Handyman | came to know of Denis Lock, read his
articles and eventually attended a couple of his router
courses. This put me solidly on the way to becoming a
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passionate woodworker. My skills grew from there
through a few courses, practical experience, and
challenges that one had to find solutions for, YouTube
videos and articles and videos on Fine Woodworking,
Woodsmith Magazine, Popular Woodworking, etc; but
the biggest boost came from my membership of the
Woodworking Association of Pretoria with its many
highly skilled members.

Carl De Beer

Herinneringe van 60 jaar gelede is om naweke in die
buitekamer, tussen rolletjies houtskaafsels, hout
blokkies te saag en onder andere skoenrakke en
kissies aanmekaar te timmer. Naweke was my pa
alewig besig in die buitekamer met hout. As dit nie ‘n
seilboot was nie, was dit ‘n tafel en stoele of iets
dergeliks waarmee hy besig was. Ek het daar ‘n liefde
vir houtwerk ontwikkel, ongelukkig het Ma my
houtwerk beperk tot blokkies aanmekaar timmer nadat
ek my duim amper afgesaag het en 'n gat in my hand
met ‘n beitel gesteek het (plat vingers was makliker om
te verpleeg as af vingers). Daar en dan het ek my
voorgeneem om eendag as ek groot is ek ook sulke
mooi goed gaan maak soos my pa. So drie jaar terug
het ek besluit ek is groot genoeg om weer te probeer
houtwerk doen. Ek is nog baie vér van mooi goed
maak maar het nog nie weer my duim raak gesaag
nie.

Hout draaiwerk was, vir my, iets wat net baie begaafde
mense kon doen. Daarom was dit ‘n uitdaging om ook
hout te kan draai, veral houtbakke. By een skou van
HWP het ek aangesluit en toe Jan by ‘n vergadering ‘n
uitnodiging rig om ‘n beginnersklas by Carel van der
Merwe by te woon het ek dit aangegryp. Dit was so
drie jaar terug en alhoewel meeste van my draaiwerk
nog vuurmaak hout is, weet ek dat ek dit gaan regkry.

Feitlik my hele werkende lewe was ek ‘n glasbottel
maker, eers in Germiston, toe in Dundee (Natal) later
in Pretoria met ‘n paar draaie in Nigeri€, Kenia en
Ethiopié. ‘n Veeleisende werk wat my heeltemal
ingesluk het, tog kon ek my nie indink dat ek iets
anders sou doen nie.

Laaste paar jaar het ek tyd gekry vir Bonsai en
motorfiets toere wat albei geliefde tydverdrywe is.

Bruce Carter

Woodcarving and the WAP: | started woodcarving in
Mar 2018 and joined the WAP in Jan 2020 after buying
a small workshop of used woodworking tools and
machinery. My goal is to make unique hand-crafted

bonsai tables when | retire in 2023. This way | can
integrate woodworking with my other interest of
growing bonsai.

Defence Force career highlights: | was the Logistics
Officer onboard the SAS OUTUNIQUA, an ice breaker
converted to a combat support ship, completing six
deployments to Antarctica between 1994 and 1997.
The ship was then deployed to the West coast in 1997
for a peace support operation in the DRC. | was then
appointed as commodity officer for submarines from
2000 to 2007, which involved the integration of the
new submarines being built in Germany into the SA
Navy. | am currently staffed in Pretoria at the Defence
Materiél Division, where | co-ordinate the logistics and
engineering activities for all current Navy projects.

Other work passion: After obtaining a Masters of
Technology in Business Management, | was invited to
lecture strategic management to the evening classes
at Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT).

| was then invited by Varsity College (Cape) to lecture
strategy, supply chain management and project
management. | remained involved in part time
lecturing at Varsity College when | moved to Pretoria
and focus on the honours courses and short learning
programmes.

Alan Crawford

After leaving school | did an apprenticeship then joined
Nissan SA as a learner draughtsman and later joined
the CSIR as a design draughtsman in 1985, where |
got involved with material testing in the civil
engineering field and currently run the servo hydraulic
asphalt testing laboratory.

Outside of work | have always had some project/hobby
keeping me busy like building one of the early cobra kit
cars, sailing, 4x4 vehicle preparation and touring
Southern Africa.

Concerned with what | would do after retirement, |
joined the Association and took up woodturning,
learning from club talks and demonstrations on the art
of woodworking, but still have a far way to go.

| am also a member of the Pretoria Gem and Mineral
club, so | do a bit of lapidary work as well as make
rock spheres. | also maintain a small collection of
bonsai.
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Jan Richter

Jan is gebore in Bloemfontein. Hy was sy hele
beroepsloopbaan tot en met sy aftrede in 2014, in
diens van Telkom (vroeér die Dept van Pos en
Telekommunikasie).

Hy het as kind alreeds saam met sy Pa begin
houtwerk doen. 'n Belangstelling wat van tyd tot tyd
opgeflikker het en handig te pas gekom het wanneer
kaste of ander meubels vir die huis gemaak moes
word.

As laerskoolkind het hy kennis gemaak met 'n
draaibank. Die draaibank was aangedryf deur die trap
van 'n voet pedaal. Hy gebruik nog steeds die beitels
van sy oorlede oupa waarmee hy destyds op die
draaibank geleer draai het.

Net voor sy aftrede moes hy besluit op 'n
afskeidsgeskenk van Telkom. Die keuse het toe geval
op draai gereedskap en het hy dus ook besluit om te
fokus op draaiwerk. Hy maak graag gebruiksartikels.
Die afgelope 2 jaar maak hy gebruik van ‘n 3D drukker
om hulpmiddels vir draaiwerk te druk en kombineer
ook soms 3D gedrukte items in sy draaiwerk. Hy het
intussen tyd ook ‘n belangstelling in die maak van kaas
ontwikkel.

Obituaries

We had a sad start to the New Year with the death of
two prominent members. Their respective Obituaries
are given below.

PETER ALEXANDER (PIET) SMITH
(12.1.2021)

Lo 2% NS > 4
Piet Smith presenting in October 2020

Piet Smith het ons ontval! Sy vriendelike gesig en
entoesiastiese stemtoon sal ons altyd bybly.

Piet Smith het op veel terreine binne die
Houtwerkvereniging van Pretoria diep spore getrap
wat nie maklik uitgewis of vergeet sal kan word nie.

Vir baie jare was hy die stem en die gesig by ons
jaarlikse uitstallings wat al die aankondigings gedoen
en lootjietrekkings behartig het. Op sy tipiese en uiters
vriendelike manier, en met ‘n helder stem, was hy
deurentyd hoorbaar en het die aktiwiteite van die
uitstalling aan die beweeg gehou en alle besoekers
met passie daaroor ingelig!

Piet announcing the result of the “Ickdraw” at
the Exhibition in 2010

Piet Smith kan tereg die “Vader” van ons draaiers se
belangstelling in die pepermeul-bedryf genoem word.
Hy het nie net ‘n nuwe en baie revolusionére tipe
meganisme, die Crush Grind, aan ons bekend gestel
nie, maar ook talle demonstrasies saam met Charlie
gehou om ons te leer hoe om die houtgedeelte vir
hierdie nuwe tipe meganisme voor te berei. Hy was
ook Charlie Letsoalo se mentor en het hom gehelp om
baie bedrewe met ‘n draaibank te word. Piet se
entoesiasme oor pepermeule was baie aansteeklik en
hy was te alle tye beskikbaar om enigeen met raad en
daad te help. Onder sy aanmoediging het talle
pepermeule die lig gesien en het dit ‘n belangrike nis in
die afdeling Gebruiksartikels by ons jaarlikse uitstalling
gevul.
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Olive wood peppermill which incorporated the
ICOLD meeting logo on the top by laser engraving
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Piet Smith was oor die hele land bekend met sy '[ g e sz et

pepermeule omdat hy talle kunstefeeste bygewoon en

stalletjies daar beman het. Maar die hoogtepunt in sy

“meulloopbaan” was sekerlik die groot getal meultjies

(1 .300) wat hy en sy span vir Paul Roberts se

internasionale kongres oor grootdamme gemaak het — b
almal nogal van olienhout. Wat ‘n prestasie!

Mass production of pepper mills for the ICOLD
meeting in 2016

Met Piet se bo-gemiddelde entrepeneursvermoé het
hy vroeg reeds die alleenreg vir die invoer van die
Crush Grind-meganismes vanuit Denemarke bekom.
Hy het dus die hele Suid-Afrika van meganismes
voorsien! En ons het die voordeel van ‘n voorsiener
op ons voorstoep geniet.

Piet Smith and one of the ICOLD Delegates in 2016
Piet Smith sal nog vir baie lank in ons
Houtwerkvereniging onthou word. Ons eer sy
nagedagtenis!

Opgestel deur Lou Coetser, Fotos-Paul Roberts
(Kort hierna is Lou in die hospital opgeneem vir ‘n
hartomleiding- sterkte Lou met jou herstel! Redakteur)
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KEITH JONES
(3.2.2021)

Keith Johes demonstrating turning at ohé of our
exhibitions

Keith was a well-known and respected member of the
Woodworking Association of Pretoria, especially to the
more long-time members. He was an honorary
member, an honour bestowed to members that made
a large contribution to the aims and objectives of the
Association. He served on the Management
Committee for some years and in later years offered
classes free of charge on the subjects of woodturning
and router techniques.

He will be remembered as a prolific woodworker. He
was also an active member who attended most of our
events, contributing by making items, judging entries,
giving advice and criticising in a positive way. To
encourage beginners, he donated Trophies that he
made himself. The trophy, ‘“Aanhouer Wen” is
awarded to the member who made the most progress
during the previous year while the Keith Jones Trophy
is awarded to the best Restoration item which is
entered for judging.

At the age of 81 Keith passed away on Wednesday 3
Feb 2021 after an extended illness. Sadly he had no
children. He disposed of all his woodworking items
some years ago and lived a quiet life to the end.

Compiled by Willie Marneweck
Photographs by Paul Roberts

Judging of turned items: Keith Jones (Front left)
with Johan Labuschagne, Andrew Burke and the
Late Jack Munting (Front right)

T

Aanhouer Wen Trophy designed and made by
Keith Jones

Keith Jones Trophy for Restoration
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Algemene Jaarvergadering -

31 Maart 2021
Jan Richter

Nadat die aanlyn algemene jaarvergadering wat vir 24
Februarie geskeduleer was nie kon plaasvind nie,
omrede daar nie ‘n kworum teenwoordig was nie, is dit
geherskeduleer vir 31 Maart. As gevolg van ‘n
verslapping in die Covid-19 regulasies kon die
vergadering fisies plaasvind by Die Werf
Volksspelesaal.

As a result of several reminders via email and on the
WhatsApp groups, 31 members were present at the
meeting. A total of 15 proxies was also received, and
the meeting could be constituted. After the opening
and welcome the chairman gave his report. He
highlighted the impact the Covid-19 pandemic had on
the Association and its activities. The Association had
to fall back on online meetings. Despite this many of
the members were still active in their workshop as was
clear from the various postings on the WhatsApp
groups.

. o AL ":""\"'. %

Members present at the eting

One of the non-wood projects the association was
involved in in 2020, was the plastic spacer project.
The management committee was approached by the
staff of the paediatric division of the Steve Biko
Academic Hospital to assist with the removal of
extrusions that formed during the manufacturing of
spacers that are used together with inhalers for the
treatment of paediatric patients. These spacers were
designed and manufactured by the South African
Allergic Foundation. We approached our members for
assistance and the spacers which were packed in 115
carton boxes each with plus minus 185 spacers, were
distributed to the 25 volunteers. The volunteers
completed this boring task of removing the extrusions

in 10 days. The Chairman expressed his appreciation
to everyone who was involved in this project.

Michiel van den Berg, who was the Treasurer as well
as the Secretary in 2020, conducted a question-and-
answer session on the financial statements. Both the
chairman’s report as well as the financial statements
were accepted by the meeting. The Vice-chairman,
Derik van Rensburg who was also responsible for
membership affairs, briefed the meeting on the current
membership status.

~—"

Michiel van den Berg handling the financial
session

Derik van kensburg discussing the membership
status,

Die dagbestuur van die bestuurskomitee het voor die
vergadering besluit dat kandidate vir die
bestuurskomitee verkiesing vooraf genomineer moes
word. Daar was slegs een kandidaat naamlik die 2020
voorsitter genomineer vir die voorsitterspos, terwyl 8
kandidate vir die 7 komiteelede posisies genomineer
is. Stemming vir die komiteelede het per geslote
stembriefie plaasgevind en die stemtelling is deur
Corneel du Toit en Neil MacKinnon gehanteer. Terwyl
die stemme getel is, het die teenswoordige lede lekker
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saamgekuier en geéet aan die versnaperings wat
beskikbaar gestel is deur die komitee.

Die lede teenwoordig kuier lekker saam terwyl die
stemme getel word.

! i;-;{-:-ﬁu- 3
u" Hm[v i o
Bruce Carter, een van die genomineerdes, vertel
die vergadering meer van homself.

Neil MacKinnon en Corneel du Toitl;ig om
stemme te tel

Die komitee vir 2021 is Jan Richter (Voorsitter) met
Derik van Rensburg, Michiel van den Berg, Gawie
Botha, Alan Crawford, Marius du Toit, Bruce Carter en
Carl de Beer as die komiteelede.

During the general discussion Willie Marneweck raised
his concern about the absolutely no interest in and no
use of the Association’s library that is located on the

premises of Silverton Timber Merchants. He was
wondering if this is due to the availability of
woodworking information on the Internet and proposed
that the new committee should determine if the library
is still necessary.

Louw Trichardt proposed that the constitution must be
adapted to make provision that in case an AGM cannot
be held due to circumstances such as for example the
Covid-19 pandemic, the existing committee should
remain in place until an election can take place.

Ek wil almal bedank wat die vergadering bygewoon het
of ‘n volmagvorm ingedien en dus sodoende
veroorsaak het dat die vergadering suksesvol gehou
kon word.

Draaiers Aangeleenthede

Jan Richter

As gevolg van die Covid-19 pandemie en ander
omstandighede kon daar hierdie jaar tot dusver slegs
net aanlyn draaiersbyeenkoms gehou word. Op
Saterdag 27 Februarie het Alan Crawford en Andy
Sutton ons op ‘n virtuele toer deur hulle eie onderskeie
werkswinkels geneem. Die passie waarmee beide
hierdie twee lede van hulle stokperdijie praat was baie
opmerklik en aansteeklik. Baie dankie Alan en Andy.

Omstandighede het veroorsaak dat die draaiers
stuurgroep vir 2021 eers onlangs gefinaliseer is.
Braam Burger sal die sameroeper wees, terwyl Alan
Crawford, Lourens Badenhorst, Carl de Beer en Jan
Richter die lede van die stuurgroep is. Baie dankie
aan Carel van der Merwe vir sy deelname en bydrae
tot die draaiers stuurgroep die afgelope paar jare.
Baie welkom aan Carl de Beer die nuwe lid van die

groep.

Cabinet Makers and Restorers:

13 March 2021
By Paul Roberts

Some 23 members attended the first meeting of the
year at the home of Corneel du Toit. The first
presentation was on making large diameter wooden
screws. Corneel prepared an excellent PowerPoint
presentation which will be loaded onto the
Association’s website. This process involves both the
screw and the nut. Following the presentation,
Corneel demonstrated the process using the fine jigs
he had made and developed shown in the
photographs below. The woods he uses are hard and
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fine grained such as hard maple, Rhodesian teak,
hardekool and African Rosewood. The finish is Danish
Oil and Cobra wax. Corneel now makes and sells
wooden screw sets.

il

Corneel du Toit presenting

Geared jig for routing wooden screws

Corneel’s fine bench with a wooden screw.

v Geared jid for 6iltting nuts
Bench lifting device and castors developed by
Corneel du Toit
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The next topic was on making finger joints where
various participants made inputs.

3 ™ .&T’ -

e

Michiel van den Berg uses this jig on a router table

Andy Sutton explained the use of cutting the joints on
a table saw using a dado blade and a sled similar to
the one used by Michiel. He has developed a sled
which can cut any size of finger joint. Andy
recommended that the gap between fingers should be
about 0.1 to 0.15 mm to accommodate the swelling
when glue is applied. Paul Roberts mentioned the
application on a WoodRat and the problem of setting
the router bit. Peter Honegger mentioned the two
systems he had used. Initially he used the table saw
approach with a sled which he found slow when mass
producing joints. He now uses a special cutter in a
shaper shown in the photo below which is very quick.

Peter Honegger showing the table saw sled

Special cutter for finger joints

Editorial
Editor: Paul Roberts
E-Mail: paul.roberts@ptawoodworkers.com
Tel: 084 515 2773
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