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Coronavirus Special Edition 

 
 
In our last edition of Tambotie, mention was made of 
all the meetings and other events which had to be 
cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  Despite the 
lockdown measures, woodworking activities continued, 
albeit in a different form and without the direct and 
personal contact between members.  Much reliance 
was therefore placed on the electronic media and 
WhatsApp and Zoom applications have been 
humming.  The articles below should give the 
members some idea as to the various individual and 
group activities during this difficult period. 
 
Editor 
 

WAP Website 
www.ptawoodworkers.com  
By Paul Roberts 
The Association website contains a lot of useful 
information and is updated periodically by Webmaster 
Jan Richter.  Some recent updates are reflected in the 
screenshot below and consist of plans for: 

 The Grandfather Clocks built by the late 
Neville Comins; 

 The special chairs which were developed by 
the late Brian Addis for the New Hope School 

and which subsequently were built as a 
special Group Project. 

 

 
 
All of these plans are to be found under Woodworking 
Information.  The folder Past Events contains a lot of 
useful technical information such as presentations 
made at various meetings, notes on different topics.  I 
suggest that members browse through these folders 
during this lockdown period and familiarise themselves 
as to the website content.  We have received a 
number of very welcome international emails which 
have complimented us on our excellent website! 
 

http://www.ptawoodworkers.com/
http://www.ptawoodworkers.com/


Tambotie 2020-05-06 Page 2 

 

Cabinet Makers and Restorers: 
Text by Paul Roberts 

 
The last formal meeting of this Group was on 7 March.  
Since then we have relied especially on the WhatsApp 
Group.  A number of major projects were completed 
during this period and some are illustrated by means of 
photographs.  The WhatsApp Group also served as an 
advice centre of “How to?” or “Where to find?”  
Members are encouraged to use this facility in view of 
the lockdown.  Users are encouraged to restrict their 
WhatsApp activities to the technical topics related to 
Cabinet Making and Restoration and to refrain from 
cluttering it with extraneous material! 

 

 
Hendrik van Rensburg used 3D printing for these 

plastic masks and shields. 
 

 
Corneel du Toit tidied up his workshop with this 

neat clamp storage. 

 
Peter Honegger preparing stock for about 20 

cutting boards of 4 different designs. 
 

 
Hennie Ackermann made this kiaat toilet seat fit for 

a King! 
 

 
Gustav Vlok preparing wood for chairs in meranti. 

 

 
Andy Sutton used an epoxy paint for his workshop 

floor. 
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Paul Roberts used the same type of epoxy paint 

for his new workshop in a retirement estate. 
 

 
Paul Roberts well prepared for Covid-19, spray 

painting the lid of a kist. 
 

 
Paul Roberts restored this 58 year old Sapele 

Mahogony kist of Janet’s.  It involved re-veneering 
the drawers, much scraping and sanding as well 

as inlays in cracks in the solid sides.  Clear 
lacquer spray was used and new hardware. 

 

 
Paul Roberts completed his workbench drawers.  

Drawer fronts are Matumi. 
 

 
Tools are now readily accessed in the drawers! 

 

 
Paper towel holder in Matumi by Paul Roberts for 

the new home. 
 

 
Wesley Welman made this table from industrial 

plywood. 
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Marius du Tout made this appropriate bedside 

cabinet! 
 

 
Pieter Nel’s lockdown project in pine. 

 

 
Hennie Ackermann restored this radiogram. 

 
Hendrik van Rensburg undertook this massive 

combination unit. 
 

 
Leon Wolmarans built this belt sander (430x180 

mm bed) which is driven off his lathe. 
 

 
Gawie Botha had lots of time to build this 

laminated chair from plywood and other offcuts. 



Tambotie 2020-05-06 Page 5 

 

 
Willie Marneweck undertook this exquisite 
marquetry on the two Napoleon tables.  He 

distributed a series of pictures which illustrated 
the complex nature of the work which took 5 days. 

 

 
Hennie Ackermann made this lazy susan from 

offcuts in partridge wood, oak, mahogany, 
blackwood, imbuia, ash, Burmese teak and walnut. 

 

 
Willie Marneweck made this imbuia TV stand and 
sound centre for Margaret Comins with wood that 

Neville had in his workshop. 

 
Peter Honegger, who is also a beekeeper, 

developed a variety of products for treating cutting 
boards. 

 

 
Michiel van den Berg made this fine drawer 

cabinet. 
 

 
Marius du Toit’s bedside lamps using CNC 

technology 
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Corneel du Toit’s made this vise for his Roubo 

workbench.  He also made an excellent 
explanatory video on you tube at the link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iMiapoEqyis 

 

 
Corneel du Toit also developed these workbench 
castors and explained them on the you tube link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01wwo93GOTI 

 
 

 
Leon Wolmarans developed these drawer front 

alignment jigs. 
 

 

 
Six barstools by Hennie Ackermann 

 

 
Sidetables by Marius du Toit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iMiapoEqyis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01wwo93GOTI
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Draaiersbedrywighede Maart tot Junie 
2020 
Teks deur Jan Richter 
 
Die laaste formele byeenkoms van  die draaiers het op 
22 Februarie plaas gevind en word in die Tambotie 
van Februarie gedek.  Die kennisgewing vir die 
vergadering van Maart was alreeds uitgestuur, toe die 
Vereniging se bestuur besluit het, dat alle 
byeenkomste tot verdere kennisgewing gekanselleer 
moet word.  Die draaiers het hulle egter nie laat afsit 
hierdeur nie en baie van die draaiers was en is aktief 
en plaas gereeld van hulle voltooide stukke op die 
WhatsApp groep. 
 
Die foto’s wat hier volg poog om aan te dui waarmee 
die draaiers besig was en is.  Dit is maar net ‘n baie 
klein gedeelte van die fotos wat geplaas is op die 
draaiers se WhatsApp groep. 

 

 
Bakke uit koorsboom – Johan (Grobbies) Grobler 

 

 
Red Currant Bowl - Carel van der Merwe 

 

 
Pepermeule uit Swart-ivoor Zebrahout (Dalbergia 

melanoxylon) - Lou Coetzer 
 

 
Snyborde - Tobias Beyers 
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Houtmuise - Tobias Beyers 

 

 
Bak uit kiaat, Havea en "Purple Heart" - Riaan 

Booyens 
 

 
Massiewe bord met deursnee van 690mm uit 
Jakaranda en Bloekom - Michael Furstenberg 

 
Eerste vir tuis bly - Hannes van Loggenberg 

 

 
Pen & pencil holder from red gum - Fred 

Oosthuizen 
 

 
Work in progress - Andrew Bourke 
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Die draaiersgroep se eerste virtuele byeenkoms het 
plaasgevind op Saterdag 27 Junie deur middel van ‘n 
Zoom vergadering.  Carel van der Merwe bygestaan 
deur At Smit het ons toegelig oor draaigereedskap.  
Die definisie van draaigereedskap wat gebruik was vir 
die bespreking is enige stuk gereedskap wat vir 
houtdraaiwerk gebruik kan word.  Carel en At se 
benadering was om die aanbieding te doen vanuit 
Carel se werkswinkel en wanneer daar oor ‘n sekere 
stuk gereedskap gepraat is, is die spesifieke stuk 
gewys.  Die aanbieding het begin met draaibeitels, toe 
oorgegaan na boor op die draaibank, kloukoppe en 
slyp van beitels.  Carel en At het met hierdie manier 
van aanbieding aangetoon dat dit wel moontlik is om 
demonstrasies te kan doen as deel van ‘n virtuele 
vergadering.  
 
Die lede kon foto’s instuur van hulle projekte wat hulle 
gedurende die inperking gedoen het.  Hier is van die 
inskrywings wat ontvang is. 
 

 
Olienhoutknoets - Lou Coetzer 

 

 
Drie verskeie items - Kappie van Rensburg 

 

 
Klein items - Ferdi Bingle 

 

 
Twee rooi-ivoor peper- en soutmeulstel - Lou 

Coetzer 
 

Topics for the next Tambotie 
 
The next Tambotie will address several new topics 
which will be: 

 The report on the first Zoom meeting of the 
monthly general meeting at the end of July.  
Do send me your feedback on the meeting! 

 I have been drafting a guideline document on 
Woodworking equipment and estate planning 
and aim to distribute it in early August and to 
place it on our website.  Issues raised in the 
document are practical suggestions which 
have arisen during the sale of the 
woodworking equipment and tools from the 
estate of the late Neville Comins. 

 
 

Editorial 
Editor: Paul Roberts 
E-Mail:  paul.roberts@ptawoodworkers.com   
Tel:  084 515 2773 
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