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www.ptawoodworkers.com 
 

February 2020                   Februarie 2020 

Van die Stoel 

From the Chair 
 

 
Jan Richter 

 

Dit is ‘n groot eer en voorreg om verkies te word as 
voorsitter van so ‘n dinamiese vereniging soos die 
Houtwerkvereniging van Pretoria.  Dankie vir die 
vertroue wat julle as lede in my stel.  Die uittredende 
voorsitter en sy komitee het voorwaar die vereniging 
tot nuwe hoogtes geneem.  Ek dink hier aan die groei 
in ledetal, die jaarlikse uitstalling wat die afgelope 2 
jare oor 2 dae plaasgevind het, die groei in bywoning 
by hierdie byeenkomste en die aanvoorwerk vir die 
werkswinkel en opleidingssentrum wat in beginsel 
goedgekeur is, by die algemene jaarvergadering in 
Januarie. 
 
Sonder ‘n goeie span agter hom kan geen voorsitter so 
‘n vereniging suksesvol lei nie en is ek in die gelukkige 
posisie dat die meerderheid van die 2019 komitee 
bereid was om weer in 2020 op die komitee te dien.  
Die komiteerolle en bykomende pligte van elke 
komiteelid word hieronder aangedui: 
 
Jan Richter  Voorsitter 

Maandvergadering program 
en reëlings 
AWSA 
Saaldiens 

 
Derik van Rensburg Visevoorsitter 

Lidmaatskap-aangeleenthede 
 
Michiel van den Berg Sekretaris 
   Tesourier 
   Vloeibare verversings 
 
Niekie Roux Maandvergadering program 

en reëlings 
Saaldiens 
Vereniging hemde 

 
Alan Crawford Werkswinkel en 

Opleidingsentum 
Draaiers 

 
Neville Stokker  Houtsnee skakeling 

Saaldiens 
 
Gawie Botha  Uitstalling Organiseerder 
 
Marius du Toit Meubelmakers en 

Restourasie 
 
Alle BK lede  Nuwe lede en Besoekers 

HVP bemarking 
 
When a member joins and attends a meeting for the 
first time he or she often feels very insecure and alone.  
Not only should every Committee Member be on the 
lookout for new members and visitors at our meetings, 
but our members should also make them feel welcome 
and introduce them to the convenors of the interest 
groups. 

http://www.ptawoodworkers.com/
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Management Committee 2020 (Main duties shown in parentheses) 

Front row (L to R): Alan Crawford (Workshop & Training Centre and Turners), Niekie Roux (Monthly meeting programme & 

arrangements, WAP shirts), Neville Stokker (Woodcarvers liaison), Jan Richter (Chairman, Monthly meeting programme and 

arrangements, AWSA), 
Second row (L to R): Gawie Botha (Wood Expo Organiser), Marius du Toit (Cabinet Makers and Restoration), Michiel van 

den Berg (Secretary, Treasurer and liquid refreshments), Derik van Rensburg (Vice Chairman and membership matters) 

 
When one walks around at craft markets and have a 
random discussion with the sellers of wooden items 
you will very often find that the person does not know 
of the existence of the Woodworking Association of 
Pretoria.  It will be great if our members would promote 
the Association amongst fellow woodworkers that are 
not members of the Association. 
 

By die algemene jaarvergadering het die teenwoordige 
lede toestemming gegee dat daar voort gegaan word 
met die implimentering van die HVP Werkswinkel en 
Opleidings-sentrum.  Die komitee hiervoor onder die 
leiding van Paul Roberts is hard besig met al die 
nodige aanvoorwerk.  Daar word egter baie fondse 
benodig om die sentrum  te finansier totdat dit self 
fondse kan genereer.  Ek wil ‘n beroep op ons lede 
doen om hierdie inisiatief te ondersteun en waar 
moontlik werwing van borge (sponsors) te doen of 
moontlik ‘n skenking te maak. 
 

Bo en behalwe die jaarlikse uitstalling wat gaan 
plaasvind op 10 en 11 Oktober 2020 by Nuwe 
Hoopskool, vind die jaarlikse simposium van die 
draaiersvereniging van Suid Afrika plaas van 3 tot 6 
September ook by die Nuwe Hoopskool.  Ons voel 
bevoorreg ons die gashere kan wees vir hierdie 
hoogtepunt van die draaiers-kalender.  
 

The Management Committee is busy with the monthly 
meeting program for 2020, but I want to highlight one 

event now.  The Committee introduced the theme 
“Move your borders” for the October meeting.  We 
want you to bring an article you made where you really 
had to challenge yourself.  Something you initially 
thought you will not be able to accomplish.  In other 
words you really had to MOVE THE BORDERS of your 
skills. 
 

Lastly please share your ideas, suggestions, 
complaints, etc, with me or anyone of the Committee.  
 

Neville Comins 
The Association members learnt with great regret 
about Neville’s sudden ill-health and his hospitalisation 
during the latter part of February.  Neville had one 
brain tumour removed on 26 February, but the further 
operation had to be curtailed due to stability issues.  
Neville is currently in ICU.  Paul Roberts is the liaison 
link with his wife Margaret.  Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to Neville, Margaret and family at this difficult 
time. 

 
  



Tambotie 2020-02 Page 3 

 

Association’s Monthly Meeting: 
26 February 2020 
By Paul Roberts 

 
We had a good attendance of 32 persons including 
two guests from the Witwatersrand Woodworkers 
Association.  At the start of the meeting, Chairman Jan 
Richter mentioned the new Management Committee 
and the portfolios of the members.  Refer to the 
section above for detail. 
 
The presenter for the evening was member Piet Smith 
whose topic was Turning your Hobby/Small 
Business into a Profitable Asset of Value.  Piet’s 
excellent detailed PowerPoint presentation will be 
placed on the Association’s website.  The elements of 
his approach can be applied to any product or activity 
and is well worth utilising.  Piet showed great 
enthusiasm for his topic and is clearly a “natural 
salesman”! 

 

 
Piet Smith presenting. 

 

 
Piet Smith presenting.  Various peppermills made 

by his Group were on display. 

 
Piet with two of his peppermills. 

 
Piet recently entered a Crush Grind (suppliers of the 
ceramic peppermill mechanisms which Piet sells and 
uses in his products) competition.  He was honoured to 
have won this international award.  Well done Piet and 
congratulations on putting South Africa on the map! 

 

 
Crush Grind Craft Award won by Piet Smith in 2019 

for this rustic olive wood peppermill. 
 

After the break, Jan Richter gave an overview of the 
Association of Woodturners of South Africa (AWSA).  
Further detail is on their website www.awsa.org.za . 
AWSA was formed in 1985 and Willie Marneweck was 
one of the founder members.   

http://www.awsa.org.za/
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Jan Richter providing details about AWSA. 

 
Braam Burger then gave detail about the forthcoming 
AWSA Symposium which will be held at the New Hope 
School from 3 to 6 September 2020.  Members were 
encouraged to join AWSA and to participate in the 
Symposium which consists of demonstrations, exhibit, 
suppliers’ stands and social events.  The cost of 
attendance will be R500 and there are also fees for 
partial attendance.  The theme of the Symposium is 
“25 years of woodturning: Evolution of a 
woodturner”. 

 

 
Braam Burger. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cabinet Makers and Restorers: 
8 February 2020 
By Paul Roberts 
Photographs by Stefan Nordhoff denoted by [SN] 

 
The meeting was held at the premises of REM, 
Centurion and was attended by 35 persons.  The 
Director of REM, Stephan Kruger gave an introductory 
oversight of the organisation.  It sells high-quality 
woodworking equipment and provides the back-up 
service.  Brands such as Martin, Felder, Hammer, 
Format 4 (CNC), Festool, Lamello, Makita are some of 
its prominent brands. 

 

 
Attentive audience. 

 

 
REM Director, Stephan Kruger giving an oversight 

of the organisation [SN]. 
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Wesley Welman of REM talking about the features 

of the Lamello P-System [SN]. 
 

 
Lamello P-System and the various joining 

components [SN]. 
 

 
A mouth-watering display of accessories! [SN] 

 
After the introductory talks we then had 
demonstrations on various machines.  The heavy and 
large Martin panel saw was most impressive.  Several 
members had the opportunity of using the equipment. 

 

 
Stephan Kruger explain the features of the Martin 

Panel Saw [SN]. 
 

 
Wesley Welman giving member Hermien Wolff a 

guiding hand.  We were somewhat concerned 
about the unusual positioning the cross-cut fence 

ahead of the workpiece for safety reasons. 
 

 
If you have a cool R1 million+ you could buy this 

fancy CNC machine! 
 

We were treated to delicious boerewors rolls and 
drinks-thanks to our REM hosts.  After the break 
Michiel van den Berg in the Show and Tell portion of 
the meeting, explained some of the problems he had 
experienced when constructing the drawers for his 
bench storage.  Particular problems were experienced 
with the mitred splined joints and the quick setting 
glue.  He also experienced problems in aligning the 
drawer fronts. 
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Michiel van den Berg and his bench storage units 

[SN]. 
 

Draaiersbyeenkoms op 22 Februarie 
2020  
Teks deur Jan Richter 
Fotos deur Johan Kramer 
 
Die 25 lede wat twee nuwe lede insluit en twee 
besoekers het voor die aanvang van die vergadering 
lekker gesellig verkeer totdat Alan Crawford wat die 
vergadering gelei het, hulle tot orde geroep het.  
 
Na die verwelkoming het Etienne van Zyl van die 
ArtBox galery in Monumentpark ons kom vertel oor die 
1000 Hoe Klein Kan Jy Gaan uitstalling wat hulle vir 
later die jaar beoog.  Die idee het verlede jaar begin 
nadat van die galery se kliënte genoem het dat hulle 
nie meer plek op hulle mure vir groot kuns items het 
nie.  Hy het toe ‘n uitstalling gereël met die tema van 
Hoe Klein Kan Jy Gaan, waar die uitstallers miniatuur 
kunsstukke uitgestal het.  Die gedagte is om by 
vanjaar se uitstalling ook 3 dimensionele voorwerpe in 
te sluit.  Etienne nooi die houtwerkers om 
houtgemaakte voorwerpe wat ook draaiwerk kan wees 
te maak wat kleiner is as 7X7X10cm vir die uitstalling. 
Een van die draai uitdaging temas vir later die jaar is 
juis die klein voorwerpe.  Ons beplan om Etienne te 
nooi om na die stukke te kom kyk. 

 

 
Klein gedraaide artikel / 

Small turned article 

As gevolg van die beurtkrag moes die program 
noodwendig omgedraai word en het die aanbieding 
van Andy Sutton heel laaste plaas gevind.  Benewens 
ander inligting wat deur gegee is na die lede, is die 
jaarprogram kortliks behandel.  Die uitdaging vir 
November maand se vergadering sal wees “Jou 
Meesterstuk”.  Die idee is om ‘n stuk te bring waarop jy 
regtig trots is en waar jy jouself uitgedaag het om die 
besonderse stuk of werk te skep. 
 
Francois van Wyk het ‘n paar stukke toerusting 
gebring wat opgeveil is voordat die draai-uitdaging 
deur Carel van der Merwe gehanteer is.  Die tema van 
die draai uitdaging vir vandag was, natuurlike rand bak 
met ‘n dun wand.  Daar was verskeie stukke uitgestal 
onder hierdie tema.  At Smit het ‘n interessante 
variasie op die tema gebring met sy redelike rowwe 
reghoekige stuk met ‘n ronde bakkie en net drie bene. 
Lou Coetzer se gekartelde bak uit Brazil-ysterhout 
(Caesalpinia ferraea) of luiperdboom soos wat dit hier 
bekend is, het baie belangstelling en kommentaar 
uitgelok.  Carel van der Merwe en Andy Sutton het 
natuurlike rand bakke uitgestal wat hulle gedraai het 
uit die stukke kurkeik  (Quercus suber) wat verlede 
jaar opgeveil is by een van die byeenkomste. 
 

 
Bakkie deur Johann de Waal / 

Bowl by Johann de Waal 
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At Smit se variasie op natuurlike randbak / 
At Smit’s variation of a natural edge bowl 

 

 
Gekartelde rand bak van Lou Coetzer / 

Wavy edge bowl by Lou Coetzer 
 

 
Bak uit kurkeik / 

Bowl from cork oak 

 
Bak deur Nico Haarhof, een van die besoekers / 

Bowl by Nico Haarhof, one of the visitors 
 

Andy Sutton het op sy gebruiklike goed voorbereide 
manier vir ons ‘n aanbieding gedoen oor 
negatiewehelling-skrapers,  Sy aanbieding is 
beskikbaar op die webwerf www.ptawoodworkers.com 
onder “Past Event Information”.  Die negatiewehelling-
skraper het twee skuinskante teenoor die een 
skuinskant van die konvensionele skraper.  Die hoek 
wat gevorm word deur die skuinskante kan wissel van 
50˚ tot 66˚. 

 
Andy Sutton 

 

Die aanbieding is gevolg deur ‘n praktiese 
demonstrasie op ‘n halfvoltooide bak.  Andy het dit 
telkens beklemtoon dat die negatiewehelling-skraper 
slegs effektief werk wanneer die slyprand (“burr”) wat 
as gevolg van slyping ontstaan nog teenwoordig is.  
Dit is dus noodsaaklik dat die skraper baie gereeld 
geslyp moet word.  Die negatiewehelling skraper is 
baie veiliger as die konvensionele skraper omdat dit 
baie minder geneig is om die hout te gryp. 
 

Editorial / Redaksioneel 
Editor / Redakteur: Paul Roberts 
E-Mail/Epos:  paul.roberts@ptawoodworkers.com   
Tel:  084 515 2773 
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