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From the Chairman 

 
 
As 2018 draws to a close, it is always a good time to 
reflect on our year.   For most of us, it has been a busy 
time with our Groups growing in popularity and good 
attendance at our Monthly Meetings.  During the year, 
we introduced opportunities for more ’cross-over’ 
between groups to allow us to develop new skills and 
tackle different types of projects.  For myself, I needed 
to try my hand at woodcarving which produced a 
combination of enjoyment and tension, but something I 
would like to do more of in the future. Many other such 
initiatives by members were shown at our ‘Innovation – 
Show and Tell’ which proved to be an interesting 
event. 
 
Our much expanded Wood Expo and Craft Festival 
provided a most proactive weekend and we learned a 
number of organisational lessons from feedback from 
members which can be incorporated in planning for 
future Expos.  As always, our member’s display items 
were of a high standard and we can be justly proud of 
the skills in our Association.  We will continue to 
promote the transfer of knowledge and learning for all 
members as a key priority. 
 
The year ended with a most pleasant dinner, where we 
held the official prize giving and award of EXPO 
certificates.  A highlight was the election of Paul 

Roberts as a new Honorary member of the 
Association, awarded for his outstanding contributions 
over a number of years.  The equipment ‘draws’ for 
those who attended the EXPO, and the raffle of a lathe 
created a lively part of the evening.  In all, over 90 
people attended and thoroughly enjoyed the relaxed 
atmosphere and camaraderie. 
 
My thanks go to the Management Committee and all 
the members who have contributed to make our 
activities a success and have assisted our new 
members to feel part of the Association.  We can only 
look forward to an interesting 2019. 
 

Association’s Monthly Meeting: 
28 November 2018 
By Paul Roberts 
The monthly “meeting” was in the form of a celebratory 
end-of-year dinner held at the Portuguese Club in 
Pretoria West.  Over 90 members, their 
spouses/partners as well as several of our Expo 
sponsors attended this event.  Thus report will be more 
of a pictorial one for easy reading! 

 

 
Chairman Neville Comins welcoming attendees 
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Certificate winners from the Cabinet Makers Group 

L to R: Michiel van den Berg, Anzette Snyders, 
Paul Roberts, Ben Prinsloo, Derik van Rensburg 

(missing Neville Comins-see below) 
 

 
Certificate winner from the Cabinet Makers Group:  

Neville Comins 
 

 
Certificate winners from the Turners’ Group 

L to R: Thys du Plessis (for a turned Utility item), 
Andy Sutton, Leon Wolmarans, Charlie Letsoalo, 

Lou Coetzer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Certificate winners for the Restoration Category 
L to R: Hennie Ackermann and Michiel Britz 

 

Trophies are awarded to the winners in each category 
as well as an overall winner for the “Best on Show”.  
The recipients of the various trophies are shown in the 
photographs below.  Association Chairman Neville 
Comins handed over the trophies. 
 

 
Leon Wolmarans receiving the Phil Irons trophy for 

turning 
 

 
Alida Myburgh recipient of the trophy for the best 

woodcarver of the year 
 

 
Paul Roberts winner of the Executool trophy for 

Cabinet Making:  
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Thys du Plessis winner of the Secretary Trophy for 

Utilities:  
 

 
Michiel Britz winner of the Keith Jones trophy for 

Restoration 
 

 
Anzette Snyders winner of the Aanhouer Wen 
(“Perseverance Wins”).  Anzette also won the 

trophy in 2017. The “Aanhouer Wen” Trophy is 
awarded to the member from the whole 

Association who made the best progress during 
the year. 

 

 
Paul Roberts winner of the Daan Badenhorst 

trophy for the Best on Show:  
 

 
Paul Roberts was awarded Honorary Membership. 

Honorary Members who attended the event are      
L to R: Keith Jones, Willie Marneweck, Lou 

Coetzer, At Smit, Louw Trichardt and Carl van 
Rensburg 

 

Cabinet Makers and Restorers: 
11 November 2018 
By Paul Roberts 
The monthly meeting was held in the workshop of 
Stefan Hefer in Silverton and the total attendance was 
19.  The meeting started off with Administrative 
Matters.  The Steering Committee for 2019 was 
selected and the members are: Ben Prinsloo, Willie 
Marneweck, Paul Roberts and Sarel Venter.  Neville 
Comins, we hope, will participate in an ex officio 
capacity.  The topics for the monthly meeting was 
discussed and expanded upon.  A discussion on 
Group Projects, Assistance and support Programme 
as well as training followed.  All of the discussions 
were lively and participatory.  Further detail will be 
provided in a circular letter to all Cabinet Makers and 
Restorers. 
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The technical presentations stated with a presentation 
by Paul Roberts on Wood bending using lamination.  
The focus of the presentation was the quantification of 
spring back and the factors controlling it.  The 
PowerPoint presentation is available on the 
Association’s website.  An overview is given below. 

 

 
Laminations clamped to a former 

 

 
Definition of spring-back 

 

The simplified spring-back formula is: y = x / n𝟐 

 
The main conclusions drawn were: 

 More laminations means smaller spring-back 

 Easy formula for calculating spring-back and 
making allowance, if necessary, in the former 

 Formula independent of wood type, radius 

 Radius should be greater than 50 times the 
laminate thickness so wood will bend without 
cracking 

 Spring-back independent of laminate 
thickness; only the number important 

 Need to laminate all at same time otherwise 
spring-back larger 

 
After the refreshment break, Stefan Hefer gave a talk 
on his journey in developing a capacity for steam 
bending on a commercial scale.  He basically uses a 
pressurised tube and brings the steam pressure up to 
8 bar.  He has found that kiln dried wood does not 
bend well and one should rather use air dried timber.  

The iron pipe also leaves stains on the timber and will 
need galvanising to overcome the problem.   

 

 
Stefan Hefer presenting 

 

 
Wood steamer being fired up 

 

 
Venting the steam prior to opening 

 

 
Open steamer 
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Bending on the former failed due to tension cracks 
 
The demonstration was only partially successful due to 
the failure of the bent wood in tension under the tight 
bend.  A discussion followed and it was considered 
that it may be better to dispense with the high pressure 
system, which has inherent dangers.  The higher 
temperature steam also tends to dry out the wood.  
The conventional low pressure steamer results in wet 
wood which bends easily.  Stefan valued all of these 
inputs and will take them into account when 
considering further developments. 
 

Draaiersbyeenkoms op 24 November 
2018  
Deur Lou Coetzer 
Ongeag die groot getal verskonings wat vooraf 
ontvang is, het 28 draaiers die byeenkoms bygewoon. 
Douglas Lock, ‘n erkende kabinetmaker, is as 
besoeker hartlik  verwelkom.  Almal was ook verheug 
oor Carel van der Merwe se teenwoordigheid, 
nieteenstaande sy ernstige oogoperasie die vorige 
week.  Dalk het Marietjie se lekker koffie/tee en beskuit 
iets daarmee te doen gehad?  
 
Die belangrikste punte op die agenda was ‘n 
terugskouïng op die jaar se aktiwiteite, om aan 
verskeie lede dankie te sê en om ‘n nuwe 
bestuursgroep vir 2019 te kies.  
 
Jan Richter, die sameroeper van die bestuursgroep vir 
draaiwerk, het die afgelope jaar se program maand vir 
maand in oënskou geneem en elke demonstreerder 
bedank vir hul bydraes daardie maande.  Jan het ook 
al die draaiers wat gehelp het om van die jaarlikse 
uitstalling ‘n sukses te maak, hartlik bedank.  Daar was 
konsensus onder die teenwoordiges dat vanjaar se 
uitstalling puik gereël is en tot die groot sukses van die 

uitstalling bygedra het.  Jan het ook aangekondig dat 
2019 se uitstalling vir die naweek van 5 & 6 Oktober 
beplan word.  
 
Vervolgens is ons groep se deelname aan Hobby-X 
bespreek.  Met heelwat klagtes en teenkanting, maar 
ook positiewe terugvoer oor vorige deelnames, is 
ooreengekom dat die stuurkomitee die saak verder sal 
bespreek en ‘n besluit daaroor sal neem.  
 
Die program vir die afgelope jaar is deur almal as baie 
suksesvol bestempel.  Willie de Wet het die bestuur 
namens ons almal daarvoor bedank.  Jan Richter het 
dit beklemtoon dat bestuur afhanklik is van die 
draaiers se deelname, en ook nie altyd weet presies 
wat alle draaiers se behoeftes is nie.  Daarom is 
voorstelle vir 2019 se program gevra wat Braam 
genoteer het.  Enkeles hiervan sluit in die nooi van 
gasdraaiers vanaf buurklubs, demonstrasies van 
basiese beiteltegnieke en hoe om nat (vars) blokke te 
behandel om die kraak daarvan te vermy of te 
elimineer.  Jan het weereens gevra dat draaiers nog 
voorstelle vir items op ons jaarprogram moet instuur. 
Alle voorstelle sal oorweeg word.  Daar is egter 
beklemtoon dat nuweling draaiers kursusse moet 
neem om te leer draai en nie op die enkele 
demonstrasies van beiteltegnieke alleen moet 
staatmaak nie.   
 
Gedurende die jaar is daar elke maand ‘n wenner uit al 
die huiswerkstukke gekies.  Soms het almal 
teenwoordig die stuk aangewys en soms het bestuur 
een gekies wanneer nagelaat is om al die draaiers te 
betrek.  Jan het hierdie wenners weer aangekondig en 
elkeen het ‘n mooi prys van Braam ontvang.  
Ongelukkig was al die wenners nie teenwoordig nie en 
ontbreek hulle gesigte in die meegaande foto wat 
geneem is.  Die wenners was:  
Januarie : Alan Crawford       Februarie :  Andy Sutton   
Maart : Lourens Pretorius  
April  :  Buster Callaghan      Mei :  Riaan Booyens        
Junie : Leon Wolmarans  
Julie :  Pierre le Roux          Augustus :  Pieter Prins      
Oktober : Willie de Wet        
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Ses van die nege maandelikse wenners. Agter van 
links na regs is Buster, Willie, Leon en Andy. Voor 

kniel Pierre (links) en Alan /  Six of the nine 
monthly winners. At the back are from l. to r.  

Buster, Willie, Leon and Andy. In front are Pierre 
(left) and Alan.   

 
Vir die nominering van 2019 se stuurgroep, was almal 
eenstemmig dat Jan Richter en sy span weer aan die 
stuur van sake moet staan.  Gelukkig was hulle almal 
herkiesbaar.  Die span vir 2019 is soos volg:  
Jan Richter (sameroeper), Braam Burger (sekretaris), 
Michiel Britz, Ben Prinsloo en Alan Crawford 
(addisionele lede).  
 
Met die instap by die Scoutsaal Saterdag-oggend is 
ons met ‘n kleurvolle uitstalling van talle draaistukke 
begroet.  Hoewel die huiswerk-item ‘n relatief klein 
versiering vir ‘n Kersboom moes wees, het hierdie 
groot aantal relatief groot stukke die tafels vol gestaan 
en die sentrale fokus gevorm.  Dit was almal Willie de 
Wet se stukke vir ‘n finale einde-van-die-jaar-
bespreking/demonstrasie.  
 

 
Willie de Wet se uitstalling vir sy praatjie oor 

kleurtegnieke en die waarde van voetstukke by 
uitgestalde items.  /  Display of Willie de Wet for 
his talk on the colouring of wood and the use of 

natural material for elevating turned items. 
 

Die eerste deel van Willie se praatjie het gehandel oor 
die aanwending van verf op draai-items – watter soorte 
verf geskik is asook hoe om die verf aan te wend.  Hy 
het verduidelik hoe hy die verf in die vorm van fyn 
druppeltjies met ‘n verstuiwer (atomiser) aanwend, of 
in blertse met ‘n spuit en baie fyn spuitnaald.  
Laasgenoemde metode word op die draaibank gedoen 
teen lae omwentelinge en die verf word toegelaat om 
vanwee die middelpuntvliedende krag, in lang strepe 
op die draaistuk te versprei.  Geen twee stukke kan 
ooit dieselfde wees nie en sommiges lyk soos die 
bekende Rorschachtoetse van ouds.      
 

 
Gekleurde borde van Willie de Wet om die resultaat 

van twee kleurtegnieke te toon.  /  Painted plates 
by Willie de Wet illustrating the result of two 

colouring techniques. 
 
Willie het met sy tweede deel ons verder ‘n kykie laat 
kry in die metodiek van stukke uitstal op ‘n basis – op 
‘n tipe elevasie.  Willie het ‘n verskeidenheid gekleurde 
en ongekleurde draaistukke gebruik om aan te dui hoe 
die montering op ‘n basis/voetstuk ‘n belangrike rol kan 
speel in die suksesvolle uitstal en beklemtoning van 
daardie stukke.  ‘n Geskikte basis help om die fokus 
op die stuk te behou en versteur nie die geheelbeeld of 
trek die aandag daarvan af nie, maar aksentueer dit.  
Hy het talle stukke op verskillende basisse geplaas en 
dan daarsonder, en ons almal het saamgestem dat die 
basis die stuk se estetiese voorkoms verbeter het.  Die 
waarde van ‘n korrekte en gebalanseerde voetstuk is 
goed bespreek en benadruk.  
 
Braam Burger het die huiswerktafel hanteer.  Dit kan in 
twee groepe items verdeel word naamlik die 
Kersboomversierings en dan die ander.  Reinald se 
Kers-ornamente met hul pragtige kroonversierings 
(finials) het die oog gevang.  Die meeste ander was 
kleurvolle klokkies en baie geskik vir ‘n Kersboom.  
Kyk die foto daarvan. 
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Die totale oes van Kersboomversierings, met 

Reinald se drie baie mooi hangitems in die middel 
voor asook sy twee besondere gelaagde 

armbande. /  All the Christmas decorations, 
showing the three beautiful hanging decorations 
with finials of Reinald in the front/middle, as well 

as his two layered bangles 
 
Die ander soort huiswerk was hoofsaaklik afgewerkte 
en onafgewerkte bakke van Andy, Stephan en Alan, 
Mike se “gatfles” en twee “apie-potte”, Kobus se twee 
nieshoutmeultjies, ‘n “goud-geïmpregneerde” bord van 
Leon Wolmarans en ook Leon se onafgewerkte 
“mortierpot”.  Andy Sutton is tans besig met ‘n 
langtermyn-eksperiment oor die geskiktheid van 
verskillende soorte olies op bakke wat vir kos gebruik 
word.  Ons sien uit na sy bevindings en aanbevelings 
later.  
 

 
Alan Crawford se swart-en-wit-bak. / A “lime 

waxed” bowl by Alan Crawford. 
 
 

Editorial 
Editor: Paul Roberts 
E-Mail:  paul.roberts@ptawoodworkers.com   
Tel:  084 515 2773 

 

 
Stephan Kruger se vierkantige bord van kareehout. 
/ A square plate of karee wood by Stephan Kruger. 
 

 
Leon Wolmarans se “vergulde” bord van wit 

eikehout. /  “Gilded” plate of white oak by Leon 
Wolmarans 

 

 
Leon Wolmarans se “gedokterde” bak van 

jakarandahout.  /  A redesigned bowl of jacaranda 
wood by Leon Wolmarans. 

 
Die verrigtinge is afgesluit met heerlike pap, sous, 
wors en bier wat deur Braam en Carel voorsien is.  
Ons hartlike dank aan hulle en Marietjie vir die 
koffie/tee en beskuit.      

mailto:paul.roberts@ptawoodworkers.com

