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www.ptawoodworkers.com 
August 2018           Augustus 2018 

From the Chairman 

 
 
We have reached that time of the year when the 
upcoming ‘Wood Expo and Craft Festival’ (6-7 October 
2018) is dominating our attention.  Despite planning to 
finish my display items well ahead of the EXPO, much 
still needs to be done.  I am sure I am not alone in this 
quest. 
 
However, by starting the planning of the EXPO well in 
advance, we have been able to implement a number of 
new features which should make the event one of 
interest to the whole family. Firstly, the event will now 
be open for two days, with a full programme on both. 
The displays of our member’s projects will show our 
three Groups, viz. cabinet making and restoration, 
wood turners, and wood carvers.  This will provide a 
broad overview of the skills available in the Association 
to complete such projects. One of the new 
developments is the display of Group projects and 
these will be given a special focus on progress and 
benefits to date. 
 
At previous exhibitions, requests have often been 
made from the visitors and newer members for more 
information on how one can become involved in 
woodworking.  This year, a programme of informative 
talks and demonstrations will take place to share 
information and experience from some of our 

members. (Details of this programme are available on 
our website (www.ptawoodworkers.com ) or our Face 
Book page).  As has been the case in the past, other 
demonstrations will take place throughout the days 
and give people an opportunity to see woodworking in 
action.  One interesting demonstration will be the use 
of early woodworking hand tools, entitled ‘Noah’s Ark’ 
 
No EXPO would be complete without exhibitions and 
demonstrations by our many important suppliers.  This 
year we are very pleased to state that 37 different 
companies will be represented giving a wide overview 
of tools and techniques available.  We are most 
grateful for their participation. 
 
To add value to our community, and to create an 
opportunity for people to see other crafts and hobbies, 
we are fortunate to have demonstrations from nine 
other crafts and interest groups.  We hope that the 
event can play an increasing role in becoming of value 
to the whole family and promote creative hobbies, and 
even businesses in Pretoria.  The smaller children are 
also not forgotten with special items for them as well. 
 
We are most grateful to the New Hope School for their 
active contribution to the EXPO and trust that the 
event will also assist them in their fundraising.  
This will be an event not to be missed, so please make 
a special effort to attend. 
 

 

http://www.ptawoodworkers.com/
http://www.ptawoodworkers.com/
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Association’s Monthly Meeting: 
25 August 2018 
By Paul Roberts 

 
Chairman Neville Comins welcomed the attendees o 
the meeting.  He announced the recent sad passing of 
member David Malan (see In Memoriam below).  
Members were requested to stand for a moment of 
silence in respect of David. 

 
The weather has turned a little warmer as seen in the 
photo below where fewer jerseys and jackets are worn.  
The topic for the evening was Innovation as set out in 
the previous edition of Tambotie.  The meeting was 
attended by 29 persons and there were a good 
number of entries.  Each person was asked to 
describe their entry and to highlight the innovation 
aspects ie something new to them or a combination of 
various branches of the Association.  The report on the 
meeting is best illustrated by a series of photographs 
with a brief explanation below each one. 

 

 
Evril Graham coming forward to talk on his carved 

bowl for knitting on the table with other entries. 
 

 
Louw Trichardt riding his nearly completed 

shaving horse in preparation for the Noah’s Ark 
Demonstration at the forthcoming Expo. 

 
Michiel van den Berg explaining the intricacies of 
the tray demonstration project for the forthcoming 
Expo.   A feature of the trays are metal inserts on 

each corner.  Ten trays will be made and six raffled 
for New Hope School funds. 

 

 
Alida Myburgh presenting the carved bowl turned 

by At Smit and carved by Audrey Miles. 
 



Tambotie 2018-07 Page 3 

 

 
Alan Crawford presenting the small carving he 
made.  Alan also showed various shop made 

gouges he made very easily and cheaply as well as 
a hand-held sander for lathe work.  

 

 
Marius du Toit with his nested trays with 

decorative finger joints and glass bottoms. 
 

 
Paul Roberts presented a shop-made dovetail 

sawing guide and also demonstrated the benefits 
of a shooting board. 

 

 
Leon Wolmarans with his pierced bowl which he 
turned.  Leon also submitted two other carved 

bowls (no photos). 
 

 
Ben Prinsloo with an oak dovetail jointed and 

carved box. 
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At Smit with the vase he turned and later coloured 

with the assistance of Carel van der Merwe. 
 

 
Carl van Rensburg explaining the cherry clothes 

horse he has developed and is making.  It required 
a lot of complex set-ups on different machines. 

 
Carl’s shop-made steamer for bending wooden 

strips.  The device is placed over a pot of boiling 
water and the strips placed in the pipe. 

 

 
Alida Myburgh with her kiaat headboard with 

intricate carving.  Evril Graham made the posts 
and did the turning. 

 

 
Neville Comins illustrating the complexities of the 

cabriole leg which is a major feature of the Lowboy 
Project.  It involves off-centre turning, mortising, 
complex band sawing, difficult table sawing and 

hand shaping. 
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Neville Comins presenting the traditional dovetail 

jointed drawer for the Lowboy Project. 
 

 
Inspecting the entries during the refreshment 

break 
 

 
Each of the trays has a laser WAP logo on them. 

All agreed that the innovation evening was most 
interesting and successful and should be repeated 
annually. 

 
Some time was devoted to the Wood Expo and 
particularly the publicity aspects and the Duty List.  
Members were encouraged to participate actively. 

 

Ter herdenking:  
  DAVID J MALAN 
7-11-1938 –17-8-2018 

 
 

David Malan, een van ons lede van die 
Houtwerkvereniging van Pretoria is onlangs oorlede. 
 
David was ‘n meester op sy gebied.   Van hout- en 
metaalwerk kon jy hom min leer   Eerder kon jy by hom 
leer en so het baie van ons lede gereeld by hom gaan 
aanklop vir hulp om ‘n tegniek baas te raak of ‘n 
gereedskapstuk gemaak te kry.   Akkuraatheid en 
perfeksie was een van sy sterkpunte.   Hy sou nie ‘n 
werkstuk by ons byeenkomste vertoon het as dit nie 
aan sy streng standaarde voldoen het nie.   Vir hierdie 
rede het hy natuurlik gereeld met top sertifikate en 
pryse tydens die houtwerkers se byeeenkomste en 
uitstallings weggestap. 
 
Heelwat van sy masjiene en gereedskap het hy self 
ontwerp en tot die hoogste standaard vervaardig. 
 
Van sy meesterwerke was ongetwyfeld 
gesegmenteerde/saamgestelde houtbakke.   Dit het 
glo soms tot twee weke geneem om een te voltooi.   
Ek beskou David as een van die beste meubelmakers 
en draaiers in die RSA.   Hy was wereldgehalte. 
 
Gebore te Louis Trichard, grootgeword op ‘n plaas en   
tegnies opgelei by Pos-en-Telegraafwese.   Bedank en 
werk vir jare tot aftrede in ‘n meubelfabriek waarna hy 
sy stokperdtjie, hout en metaalwerk met passie 
beoefen.   Nooit getroud.  ‘n Aangename person wat 
lekker en intelligent kon gesels.  Ons sal sy person en 
kundigheid mis. 
 
Leon Langenhoven 



Tambotie 2018-07 Page 6 

 

Die foto’s hieronder is deur Paul Roberts geneem of 
versamel. 

 

 
David en Leon Langenhoven by die Uitstalling in 

2011. Die gesegmenteerde lamp is deur David 
gemaak. 

 

 
David Malan se draaistukke in 2014 

 

 
David en besoekers by die Uitstalling in 2014 

 
 
 
 

 
David Malan en Johann Labushagne deel die Pho; 

Irons trofee vir die beste draaiwerk in 2011. 
 

 
Draaistuk deur David 

 

 
David Malan en van sy draaistukke by die Erediens 
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Cabinet Makers and Restorers: 
11 August 2018 
By Paul Roberts 

 
The meeting was held during a long weekend in the 
workshop of Willie Marneweck.  Only 16 persons 
attended probably because several were away for the 
holiday.  The topic for the meeting was Veneer and 
the use of prefabricated veneer boards.  Willie 
presented the topic in a most informative PowerPoint 
presentation which has been loaded onto the 
Association’s website.  A video recording was also 
made of the event and is available from the 
Association’s Secretary. 
 

 
Willie Marneweck presenting his talk. 

 
The main subjects dealt with are: 

 Why we sometimes select veneered boards 
instead of solid wood; 

 How commercial veneered boards are 
manufactured; 

 Application of veneer for special projects; 

 Types of veneer boards; 

 Techniques for the use of prefabricated 
veneer boards; 

 
Veneered boards are easily jointed by means of biscuit 
joints and/or screws.  Veneered boards can be cut by 
various commercial concerns to accurate dimensions 
and edged.  Clear and accurate cutting lists are 
needed. 
 

 
Display of the application of veneered boards. 

 

 
Networking during the refreshment break. 

 

 
Willie demonstrated cutting thin strips safely on a 
table saw using a shop made push stick (on left 
bottom of picture) which runs on the rip fence. 
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Louw Trichardt mounted on his partially completed 

shaving horse which will be demonstrated at the 
forthcoming Wood Expo. 

 

Draaiersbyeenkoms op 25 Augustus 
2018  
Deur Lou Coetzer 
 
Met die ergste winter hier in Pretoria aan die kwyn, het 
31 lede en een besoeker die maandelikse byeenkoms 
van die draaiers in die Scoutsaal bygewoon.  Soos nou 
reeds dikwels gebeur, het die Voorsitter, Jan Richter, 
sy hande vol gehad om die vergadering te laat begin 
want die manne kuier tog te lekker by die huiswerktafel 
en die klomp geskenkte items (om van Marietjie se 
lekker koffie en beskuit nie eers te praat nie).  
 
Voor die gebruiklike afhandeling van die 
administratiewe sake, het Jan diegene wat nie van die 
tragiese heengaan van David Malan geweet het nie, 
ingelig en almal vir ‘n kort rukkie se gewyde stilte 
gevra.  
 
Die res van die dag se program het bestaan uit ‘n 
praatjie/demonstrasie deur Leon Wolmarans oor 
kroonversierings (finials), ‘n vorentoe blik op ons 
jaarlikse uitstalling en ‘n versoek vir hulp deur ALLE 
lede, uitnodigings om ERWA se uitstalling en 
Powerdek se opedag te besoek, en Braam het 
deelnemers gevra vir die Model Ingenieurs se 

uitstallings en demonstrasies.  Hy benodig items vir 
uitstal asook draaiers wat daar kan demonstreer.  
 
At Smit rapporteer dat Don Moody baie swak en in ‘n 
plek van versorging opgeneem is, en At het van Don 
se gereedskap saamgebring vir lede om te koop.  
Carel van der Merwe het twee warm baadjies en ‘n bril 
wat tydens een van ons vorige byeenkomste in die 
Scoutsaal agter gelaat is.  Lede wat dit vermis moet 
asb. met Carel skakel om die baadjies te identifiseer 
en op te eis.  Anders mag dit dalk vorentoe op ons 
lootjietafel beland!!  
 
Leon se demonstrasie.  
Leon het sy voorlegging begin met ‘n verduideliking 
van wat ‘n kroonversiering (finial) is, waar dit 
aangewend word en die doel daarvan in draaiwerk. 
Leon het baie mooi voorbeelde hiervan deur ander 
bekende draaiers vir ons gewys, maar is self bekend 
as ‘n draaier wat gereeld kroonversierings op sommige 
van sy draai-items aanbring.  
 
Die twee belangrikste vereistes vir ‘n suksesvolle en 
esteties mooi kroonversiering wat Leon oor en oor 
beklemtoon het, is eerstens die deeglike ontwerp 
daarvan in sketsvorm, en tweedens die versigtige sny 
van die hout met baie skerp beitels.  Hy stel voor dat 
die ontwerp in derdes verdeel word en dat daar 
vloeiende lyne van bo na onder moet strek.  Ander 
bykomende aspekte wat in ag geneem moet word is 
die tipe hout, want hout met ‘n fyn grein is verkieslik bo 
‘n growwe grein, en dan die kleur van die hout wat in 
die meeste gevalle kontrasterend moet wees met die 
item waarop die kroonversiering gemonteer gaan 
word.  Soms is dit paslik om dieselfde houtsoort vir die 
draai-item en die kroonversiering te gebruik.  Die hout 
kan ook gekleur word om byvoorbeeld ‘n pikswart 
kroonversiering te verkry wat pragtig met ‘n ligte 
houtsoort soos jakaranda kontrasteer.  
 
Vervolgens het Leon die daad by die woord gevoeg en 
‘n stukkie bruinivoor in die draaibank gemonteer.  Hy 
het verduidelik dat daar by die apikale (dunste) punt 
van die kroonversiering begin moet word en geleidelik 
basaalwaarts na die dikker deel gewerk moet word. 
Leon het ondermeer ‘n kwartduim (6 mm?) 
skuinsbeitel gebruik om klein en dun plekkies te 
bereik.  Toe kondig Jan Richter aan dat dit ons 
huiswerk vir volgende byeenkoms is.  
 
Ná pouse waarin nóg koffie en Marietjie se gevulde 
mini-vetkoekies geniet is, is die afgelope maand se 
huiswerk bespreek en die geskenkte items uitgeloot. 
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Soos gewoonlik het lede met pragtige items die 
huiswerktafel versier.  ‘n Verblydende aspek is dat van 
ons relatief jong draaiers wat kort tevore by ons 
Vereniging aangesluit het, tans ‘n groot bydrae lewer 
met talle mooi huiswerkitems.  In hierdie verband moet 
spesifiek Pieter Prins, Riaan Booyens en Martin Janse 
van Rensburg se name genoem word.  Dis ‘n goeie 
voorbeeld vir sommige van ons ouer lede.  Hou so 
aan. 
 

 
Leon Wolmarans konsentreer hard om die hout reg 
te sny. / Leon Wolmarans concentrating very hard 

to cut the wood correctly 
 

 
Leon se snytegniek van nader beskou. /  
Leon’s cutting technique seen up close. 

 

 
Alan Crawford se puik ovaaldraaistuk uit silwereik, 
met ‘n ovaal deksel. /  Alan Crawford’s superb oval 

turned item incorporating an oval lid, also from 
silky oak. 

 
Willie de Wet se eksperimentele potjie uit 

jakarandahout. /  
Willie de Wet’s experimental pot of jacaranda 

wood. 
 

 
Carel vd Merwe se versierde bord/bak van 
nieshout.  /  Carel vd Merwe’s decorated 
platter/bowl of sneezewood. Very nice! 

 

 
Alan Crawford se draaistuk van boekenhout wat 

lewendige bespreking uitgelok het oor ‘n geskikte 
voetstuk.  /  Alan Crawford’s turned item of 

boekenhout that invited much discussion on a 
suitable stand 
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Mike Potgieter se mooi afgewerkte bakkies met 

deksels. /  
Mike Potgieter’s well finished lidded bowls. 

 

 
Mooi bakkies deur Pieter Prins. /  
Beautiful bowls by Pieter Prins. 

 

 
Pieter Prins se voorbeeld van ‘n deksel met 

kontrasterende kroonversiering. /  Pieter Prins’ 
idea of a lid with a contrasting finial. Very nice! 

 

 
Willie de Wet se mooi boekenhoutbord van uit-
senter-uit-draaiwerk.  /  Willie de Wet’s beautiful 
boekenhout platter showing off-centre turning. 

 
Carel vd Merwe se natuurlikerand-bak van 

blompeerhout. /  Carel vd Merwe’s natural edge 
bowl from wildpear wood 

 
 
 
 

Wood Expo and Craft Festival News 
Venue: New Hope School 
Friday 5 October    Set-up (Delivery of entries before 
14:00) 
Saturday 6 October   08:00 to 17:00 
Sunday 7 October     08:00 to 16:00 
Note no early removal of exhibits allowed 
Each interest group is responsible for its own 
programme. 
 
Cabinet Makers’ Programme 

 Demonstrations: Noah’s Ark, Trays 

 Talks: Wood preparation, Setting up a 
workshop for cabinet making, Using hand 
tools, Sharpening 

Turners’ Programme 

 Turning demonstrations by various turners 

 Talk: Setting up a workshop for turning 

 Display: Homework items for 2018 
Carver’s Programme 

 Talk: The art of woodcarving 

 Demonstration: Wood carving 
An Organising Committee has been formed under the 
convenorship of Derik van Rensburg. 

 
 
 
 

 

Editorial 
Editor: Paul Roberts 
E-Mail:  paul.roberts@ptawoodworkers.com   
Tel:  084 515 2773 
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