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www.ptawoodworkers.com 
July 2018                Julie 2018 

From the Chairman 

 
 
With our EXPO only two months away, I am sure that 
many of you, like me, are hard at work to complete 
projects.  We will soon be announcing the full 
programme, with a number of new items which should 
be of interest to both members and visitors.  We will be 
using both our website and Facebook page to keep in 
touch, and this will also enable you to share the details 
with your own networks as part of our promotion 
campaign. 
 
One of this year’s projects which is now operational is 
the WAP Library, housed in its new home at Silverton 
Houthandelaars.  We were fortunate to receive a 
further donation of a number of new books, bringing 
the total available to members to 139 covering all our 
Interest Groups, as well as a number of general 
woodworking texts.  For those other members who are 
prepared to share their personal book collections, as 
with numbers 74-90 in the current collection, please 
provide the book details so that they can be added.  
This wealth of information can help us all to improve 
our skills and tackle new projects.  The Library Rules 
have been circulated to all members and we trust that 
this will prove to be a most useful asset.  Please visit 
the Library and browse the contents. 
 
 

 
Library books in the cabinet at Silverton 

Houthandelaars 
 
On a serious note, many of you are aware that a 
member recently suffered a serious injury while 
working on a machine, and we wish him a speedy 
recovery.  Since then, however, a number of members 
have contacted us to request that our programme 
assists with information on good safe practice in 
operating our tools and workshop machines.  It is 
the nature of woodwork that risk is always with us, but 
with knowledge we can minimise these dangers.  We 
must avoid complacency or feelings that we are 
adequately experienced as this is not enough.  Too 
many people talk about their ‘near misses’ which 
reinforces this need to put such matters firmly on the 
agenda.  Over the past monthly meeting, we have 
considered good practice for both band saws and table 
saws, with much useful discussion and valuable 
lessons learned.  Let us all be aware of best practice in 
using our tools and machines, so that we enjoy our 
woodwork into the future. 
 
 
 

http://www.ptawoodworkers.com/
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Association’s Monthly Meeting: 
25 July 2018 
By Paul Roberts 
 
The meeting was attended by 36 persons.  The topic 
for the evening was Safety in the use of the table 
saw.  Wesley Welman of REM made the first 
presentation and discussed the issue of the selection 
of blades for table saws.  A useful document on this 
topic was circulated and has been placed on the 
Association’s website.  Several useful catalogues on 
saw blades were distributed as well as information on 
the Lamello jointing system.  REM is an agent for this 
brand.  The members posed a large number of 
questions which Wesley answered well. 
 

 
Wesley Welman illustrating a point related to 

sawblades 
 

 
Neville Comins presenting 

Note the improved shopmade pushstick on the table 

Neville Comins presented the topic of Safe use of a 
table saw.  The PowerPoint presentation is available 
on the Association’s website under “Past Events”. 
 
Table saws are of the most common power tools in a 
woodworker’s shop and USA studies reveal that most 
accidents happen on table saws.  Reasons for such 
accidents are: 

 Many due to a lack of understanding 

 Many woodworkers remove safety devices as 
they “get in the way” or “I know what I am 
doing” 

 Problems can be caused by bad set-up 

 Problems can arise due to the condition of the 
wood such as internal stresses or not straight 
and flat. 

 
Neville elaborated on each of these factors and the 
presentation should be consulted for full detail.  The 
key conclusions which Neville drew from his study of 
relevant literature was: 

 Keep you saw and blade in good condition 

 Check fence alignment regularly 

 With each new job, review your approach, 
and ensure you have the right set-up and 
accessories in place 

 Do not remove the safety features of your 
saw such as splitters 

 Build some sleds and jigs to provide safer 
devices 

 Beware of cutting thin or short pieces 

 Never place your hand on the outgoing timber 

 Do not get complacent or over-confident 

 Do not work in a rush or when tired. 
 
At Smit added various practical comments such as: 

 Clean the saw and blade periodically 

 Ensure that there is adequate dust collection. 
 
The administrative issues were dealt with at the end of 
the meeting and included: 

 The population of the Assistance and 
Support Programme with further names.  It 
will now be distributed to Members; 

 Feedback on the forthcoming meetings of 
Interest Groups; 

 Launch of the Library (see above From the 
Chairman); 

 Remaining Monthly Meeting Year Planning. 
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Cabinet Makers and Restorers: 
14 July 2018 
By Paul Roberts 

 
The topic for the day was Setting up a workshop.  
This was divided into two categories namely: 

 Small workshops (eg single garage) 
presented by Neville Comins. 

 Medium-sized workshops (eg double garage) 
presented by Paul Roberts. 

 
While there were a lot of similarities between the two 
categories of workshops, there were a number of 
critical differences such as the type of machine which 
can be accommodated in the smaller space.  The two 
PowerPoint presentations have been loaded onto the 
Association’s website.  The reader should consult 
these documents for the full detail.  A video recording 
was also made of the meeting and is available from 
the Secretary. 
 
Paul first presented his evolving workshop needs over 
a period of some 70 years.  The conclusions drawn 
from this case study are: 

 Workshops change over time and are not 
static 

 Interests and requirements change 

 Time available for woodworking changes with 
time eg retirement 

 Equipment developments over time will result 
in changes 

 Provision must therefore be made for 
flexibility 

 Several workshop make-overs may be 
required at different times. 

 
Neville stressed the importance of a sturdy workbench 
with adequate storage for tools etc.  This should 
possibly be one’s first project!  Both talks discussed 
the workshop layout, selection of tools and equipment, 
workshop services and safety.   
 
Paul concluded his presentation by reflecting how he 
would have approached his workshop development if 
he had to do it again.  The major issues were: 

 Buy a bandsaw, drill press and air 
compressor earlier; 

 Build a flat bench earlier; 

 Gather more info from WAP members; 

 Dust collector-detailed calculations; 

 Greater emphasis on hand tools (safety, dust, 
cost); 

 Layout of your workshop is a project in itself 
and is challenging and rewarding. 

 

 
Neville making his presentation 

 
After the meeting most of the Lowboy Group attended 
a carving lesson kindly presented by Audrey Miles. 

 

 
Lowboy Group being trained in carving 

 

 
Trial carving by Neville 

 

Draaiersbyeenkoms op 28 Julie 2018  
Verslag deur Johan Labuschagne end foto’s deur 
Manie Coetser 
 
Na die vorige aand, toe baie van ons die totale 
maansverduistering aandagtig dopgehou het, was ons 
die volgende oggend darem weer gereed vir nog een 
van ons insiggewende byeenkomste by die Scoutsaal. 
Gelukkig was dit ŉ sonnige dag al was daar nog ŉ byt 
in die lug.  Meer as 30 van ons lede, met enkele van 
ons gades, het uitgesien na die aanbieding van Lou 
Coetzer oor die maak van juweliersware uit 
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plantmateriaal op die draaibank.  Dit is duidelik dat 
daar ŉ groot behoefte by lede bestaan om sosiaal te 
verkeer en die vergadering het soos gewoonlik, effens 
later as beplan begin.  
 
Ná ons eerste heerlike koppie koffie danksy Carel se 
vrou, Marietjie, het ons nader gestaan vir ons 
voorsitter, Jan Richter se inleiding en verwelkoming. 
Administratiewe sake, gelukwensing van lede wat 
verjaar en verwelkoming van nuwe lede, is ondermeer 
gedek.  Een nuwe lid, Herman Grobler, het homself 
aan ons voorgestel.  Die hoop is aan hom uitgespreek 
dat hy sy verbintenis met die Vereniging baie sal 
geniet en groot baat daarby sal vind.  At Smit noem 
dat hy nog oor twee stukke Wildepeerhout (Dombeya 
rotundifolia) beskik en belangstellendes kan hom 
daaroor nader.  Hy noem ook dat Don Moody ernstig 
siek is en dat daar 2 beitels en handskawe van hom by 
At te koop beskikbaar is. 
 
Jan herinner ons aan ons volgende byeenkoms wat op 
25 Augustus sal plaasvind.  Leon Wolmarans sal ons 
wys hoe om ŉ kroonversiering (“finial”) te draai.  Ons 
uitstalling sal vanjaar oor twee dae, 6 en 7 Oktober, 
strek.  Hy doen ook verslag oor die AWSA-
bedrywighede.  Die voorsitter van AWSA het ŉ 
versoek aan alle verenigings gerig om insette te lewer 
om aan die vereniging groter impetus te verleen. 
Voorstelle deur lede word ingewag.  Die simposium sal 
weer in George op 21 tot 24 September gehou word. 
Carel noem dat een van die lede van Johannesburg 
plek het in sy motor indien enige van ons lede graag ŉ 
geleentheid wil benut om saam met hom te ry.  Carel 
kan direk daaroor geskakel word. 
 
Hierna het Lou sy voordrag oor die maak van 
juweliersware op die draaibank aangebied soos net hy 
as oud dosent dit kan doen.  Hy noem dat ŉ mens ook 
ander plantmateriaal as hout op veral kleiner 
draaibanke kan omskep soos die ringe en ander 
juweliersware wat hy maak.  Hy het ŉ groot aantal 
voorbeelde daarvan uitgestal.  In hierdie geval het hy 
die sade van Lalapalms daarvoor gebruik.  Vrugte van 
palms is steenvrugte soos dié van perskes en pruime. 
Hy het ons sommer in een asem ingelig oor die twee 
inheemse palmspesies van die Familie Arecaceae; 
naamlik die suidelike en noordelike spesies.  Hierdie 
opregte waaierpalms is waterliewend.  Die groter 
vrugte van Hyphaene petersiana is rond en bruin, 
terwyl dié van H. coriacea rooi-bruin en peervormig is. 
In sy Power Point-aanbieding het Lou duidelik op 
kaarte aangedui waar die twee spesies in Suidelike 
Afrika voorkom. 

 
Lou besig om ŉ saad te monteer. /  

Lou busy mounting a seed. 
 

 
 

Oopgesnyde palmvrugte om die saad vir ringe te 
verkry. / Palm fruit cut open to obtain seed for 

turning the rings. 
 

 
Lou gebruik ŉ afsnybeitel om ŉ ring mee te vorm./ 
Lou using a beading/parting chisel to shape a ring. 

Summary: The day was devoted to the turning of 
jewellery. 
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Finale produkte is ringe, krale en servetringe. / 

Final products are rings, beads and serviette rings 
 

 
Voltooide ring van ‘n palmsaad. /  
Completed ring from a palm seed. 

 
Om die saad te bekom, word die vrug tussen die dryf- 
en rolsenters vasgepen.  Die vrugwand word dan met 
ŉ afsnybeitel wat van ŉ saaglem gemaak is, 
oopgekerf en die harde endokarp blootgelê.  Daarna 
word die harde endokarp deurgesny en die saad 
ontbloot en verwyder.   Die grootte van die saad 
bepaal hul aanwending: die kleineres om ringe en 
krale van te maak en die groteres vir servetringe.  
 
Die deurgeboorde saad word op ŉ staaf (pin chuck) 
gedruk wat in die kloukop vasgehou en met ŉ 
afsnybeitel rond gesny word.  Die harde endosperm-
snysels wat afkom lyk soos plastiekstrokies.  Die ring 
wat so gevorm word, is nie noodwendig koeëlrond nie 
en die afwisseling tussen wit endosperm en bruin 
saadhuid gee karakter aan die eindproduk.  Verder 
word die ring afgewerk met skuurpapier en daarna 
geolie.  Ringe en krale wat so gevorm word, is redelik 
sterk en kan harde skokke hanteer. 
 
Na ŉ baie gesellige pouse waar ons van Marietjie se 
lekkernye en koffie kon geniet, het ons nader gestaan 
om die groot klomp huiswerk wat die tafels volgepak 
gestaan het, te besigtig en te bespreek.  Baie dankie 

Marietjie vir jou moeite wat ons kuierpouses soveel 
aangenamer maak. 

 

 
ŉ Ingewikkelde item van Leon Langenhoven. / 

An intricate form by Leon Langenhoven. 
 

 
n Mooi boekenhout platbak met koffiemoer inleg 
deur Willie de Wet. /  
A beautiful boekenhout platter with coffee grounds 
inlay by Willie de Wet. 

 

 
Twee interessante bakke deur een van ons nuwe 

lede./ 
Two interesting bowls by one of our newer 

members. 
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ŉ Pragtige kunstig-gekleurde pot, en halssnoer 

deur Willie de Wet / 
An artful coloured pot and necklace by Willie de 

Wet 
 

 
ŉ Pragtige kroonversiering op die mooi potjie deur 

Willie de Wet. /  
A beautiful pot with finial by Willie de Wet. 

 

 
Kobus Mostert se mooi houertjie van 

Peperboomwattel /  
A pretty Elata wattle container by Kobus Mostert. 

 
Baie oulike ontwerp en afwerking  

Interesting design and good finishing 
 

 
Twee vlak bakke voor van een van ons nuwer lede 

en Alan Crawford se “waterdruppel” links agter 
met Andrew se gekerfde blom in die middel-agter./ 

Two shallow bowls in front by one of our newer 
members with Alan Crawford’s “water drops” in 
the top left and a carved flower bowl by Andrew 

Bourke. 
 

 
Leon Wolmarans se besondere boekenhoutbak 

met gekeepte wand./ 
A carved bowl from boekenhout by Leon 

Wolmarans 
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ŉ Pragtige bak van Stinkmuishondbos deur Carel 

van der Merwe. 
An attractive bowl in skunkbush by Carel van der 

Merwe 
 

 
ŉ Pragtige klein houertjie op die agtergrond met 

twee bakke in die voorgrond. 
An attractive small holder in background with two 

bowls in the foreground. 
 

 
Een van die swaar olienhoutbakke van Peter. /  

One of the two heavy wild olive bowls by Peter. 

 
ŉ Interessante pot deur Pierre le Roux wat heelwat 
bespreking ontlok het omdat die bars byna daartoe 

gelei het dat hy daarmee moed opgegee het.  Die 
verdere verwerking daarvan was sy behoud en het 

tot ŉ besondere kunsstuk gelei. / 
An interesting bowl by Pierre le Roux.   

Wood Expo and Craft Festival News 
Venue: New Hope School 
Friday 5 October    Set-up (Delivery of entries before 
14:00) 
Saturday 6 October  09:00 to 16:00 
Sunday 7 October     09:00 to 15:00 
Note no early removal of exhibits allowed 
Each interest group is responsible for its own 
programme.  Programme details on the next page. 
 
Cabinet Makers’ Programme 

 Demonstrations: Noah’s Ark, Trays 

 Talks: Wood preparation, Setting up a 
workshop for cabinet making, Using hand 
tools, Sharpening 

Turners’ Programme 

 Turning demonstrations by various turners 

 Talk: Setting up a workshop for turning 

 Display: Homework items for 2018 
Carver’s Programme 

 Talk: The art of woodcarving 

 Demonstration: Wood carving 
An Organising Committee has been formed under the 
convenorship of Derik van Rensburg. 

 

Editorial 
Editor: Paul Roberts 
E-Mail:  paul.roberts@ptawoodworkers.com   
Tel:  084 515 2773 

 

mailto:paul.roberts@ptawoodworkers.com
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