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From the Chairman

Progress on the 2018 Association Projects

| am pleased to report that our Association projects are
progressing and gaining momentum. Last week, the
Organising Group, under Derik van Rensburg, met to
clarify a number of issues for our “Wood Expo and
Craft Festival”, which takes place from the 6-7th
October 2018. This year there will be a number of
interesting activities to support the exhibition of
Member’s work, including a series of informative talks
and a host of demonstrations, both of various aspects
of woodworking as well as other Crafts. This
programme should be of wider interest and will appear
soon both on our website, Facebook page and other
channels.

One of the core goals of the Association is to
encourage members to enhance their skills and
knowledge in all aspects of woodworking. A prime
source of such information comes from the many
excellent books available from around the world. Over
the past years, a number of such books have been
donated and in excess of 100 have been documented
on our website. Of course, such a Member’s Library
needs to be conveniently available for book loans and

browsing and we are most grateful that we have
agreed on a new location which will provide access 5
days a week during normal working hours. Operating
rules for the Library have been finalised and shortly,
the books will be transferred to their new home and the
system opened. As the Library will be restricted to
members, they will be informed of the launch date and
all details provided in the Member’s Section of the
website. Some members, who have personal
collections have also offered that they can be
contacted directly, and details of such collections will
also be placed on the website listing. We encourage
other member’s to also consider making their
collections available or donating books they are not
using to this valuable resource.

Lastly, for now, the Assistance and Support
Programme is being populated with members
prepared to offer assistance on their selected topics,
and the lists should be released by the end of July
2018. | encourage all members to contribute to this
programme so that we can support each otherin a
proactive manner. This programme will augment the
productive discussions which form the foundation of
the monthly Group meetings.

Association’s Monthly Meeting

30 May 2018
By Paul Roberts

The topic for the evening was All about wood for

different applications. Representatives of the

various interest groups made presentations in their

field of interest. Some 37 persons attended the

meeting. The following presentations were made:
e Reinald Béhringer*

Tambotie 2018-05

Page 1


http://www.ptawoodworkers.com/

Op soek na Hout vir die Houtdraaier

e Paul Roberts*
Characteristics of wood for cabinet makers

o Willie Marneweck
Engineered wood boards for cabinet makers

e Ben Prinsloo
Characteristics of wood for carving

e  Braam Burger*

Wood availability and procurement

The PowerPoint presentations indicated by *
above will be placed on the Association’s website (See
folder Past Event Information).

Reinald B(')'ringer presenting his topic

Reinald contrasted the wood requirement differences
between cabinet making and turning. The former
requires large flat and straight grain while turning
needs particularly grain and figure. Areas of a tree
which yield such wood are shown in the figure below
and are generally areas of stress.

Various “defects” can often be used to great
advantage in turned pieces as shown in the figure
below. Spalted wood can be dangerous because of
the fungus and appropriate safety precautions should
be applied when machining the wood.

Capitalising on a wood defect in turning

Healing growth
over broken
branch

Dead wood

Crotch figure

Pith line

Large burr

T Possible areas of
ripple figure caused
by fluctuating
stresses

Areas of a tree which produce interesting wood for
turning

Following the presentation, the turners discussed the
good and weak points of a number of “local” woods
which included jacaranda.

Paul Roberts presented the rquirements for cabinet
making. Wood preparation is a critical part of cabinet
making and this also requires a good knowledge of
wood characteristics including making allowance for
wood movement. Denis Lock presents an excellent
course on this topic. The various wood cuts were
mentioned as well as the common wood defects and
ways of overcoming them.

Wood sources are generally from timber merchants
and much of the wood is imported. Paul
recommended that the individual planks are selected
at the timber merchant and that a wastage factor of 20
to 30% is allowed.
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Paul selectng walnut planks for the wboy

Honorary Member Willie Marneweck discussed
engineered wood such as MDF, chipboard and
plywood. SA Pine plywood is very weak and generally
not suitable for cabinets. The most popular is
chipboard. Various coatings can be applied to
engineered wood such as melamine or wood veneer.
Both sides need to be coated to ensure a stable
product. The high quality veneer can be either applied
to both faces (double faced) or single faced with a
cheaper veneer on the other side.

Edging is usually needed and comes in various types
and thicknesses. Solid wood edging is also a viable
solution. Care must be taken when ordering edged
boards from a timber merchant that the nomenclature
used is understood by the supplier.

Ben Prinsloo in presenting the requirements for wood
carving mentioned that the main requirements are a
soft wood without significant features. An excellent
wood often used for carving is Jelutong.

Willie Marneweck presenting

Braam Burger presented the talk on wood availability
and procurement. Braam runs a part-time business in
this respect. He has a data-base of 108 mostly
indigenous woods. Much of the wood is sourced from
reclaimed/salvaged wood. He has found a wastage
factor of about 40%. Braam brought along a number of
samples of different woods.

Braam Burger and his display of various woods

Chairman Neville Comins closed off the evening by
mentioning the poor response which had been
received in response to the questionnaire on the
Assistance and Support Programme. The
document will be recirculated and members were
encouraged to contribute to the project. Neville then
gave an overview of the new Woodworking Library —
See Chairman’s Report for detail.

Cabinet Makers and Restorers:

12 May 2018
By Paul Roberts

The meeting was held in Dries du Toit’s workshop and
was attended by 22 persons. Member Andreas Swart,
currently residing in Algeria on diplomatic duty, was
able to attend and received a warm welcome. The
topic for the day was Woodturning for Cabinet
Makers and was presented by Honorary Member
Willie Marneweck.

The classical spindle forms are given below in the next
two figures. The use of fillets is most essential when
transitioning from one shape as indicated below.
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SPINDLE TURNING REFERENCE DIAGRAM
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Some typical terms for these features
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1. Square, Abacus. Straight sided
section at top, with straight shoulder.

7. Scotia. Asymetric cove, or sunk-in
Ovoid

13. Ogee. Large bulge below. Cyma —
reversa

2. Fillet, Flat, Quirk or Square groove.

8. Ball with bead.

14. Cavetto or Cove. Semi- circular
hollow.

3. Torus, D-shape bead or Button
Bead. Large semi-circular shape.

9. Bead. Bead is cut into surface.
Astragal protrudes above.

15. Series of Reeds (Uniform series of
Beads. 3 or more.)

4. Neck. Straight section neck

10. Quarter (Hollow) or Neck.

16. Ball or Bead (Circular).

5. Vase, Tulip or Ogee, S shape
asymmetric. Large Bulge below is Ogee
(Cyma Recta)

11. Quarter (round) or Half Bead.

17. Pommell or Shoulder.
Intersection between round and square
section.

6. Astragal or Bead. Semi - circular
form, smaller than a Torus.

12. Ovolo. Protruding segment of an
ellipse.

18. Plinth or Square. Straight sided
base

Spindle turning reference diagram

Various Woodturning Profiles

Flat
Tenon Fillet

V-Cut Swell Bead

Cove

Names of various woodturning profiles
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Willie demonstrated spindleturning as well as a rosette
for the embellishment for a cabinet. A foot for furniture
was also turned as well as spilt turnings shown in the
photographs below. The proper use of various turning
chisels was shown and safety aspects stressed.

Spindle turning the drop finial for the Iowbo:V

Splitting half and quarter turnings

Louw Trichardt explaining the Noah’s Ark Expo
Project

Louw Trichardt explained his proposal for a
demonstration project at the forthcoming Wood Expo.
The demonstration will illustrate how early
woodworkers using basic tools managed to prepare
wood from logs, converting them to planks and then
joining. As a draw card it has been entitled “Noah’s
Ark Project”. During the meeting some five members
volunteered to assist Louw.

Draaiersbyeenkoms op 26 Mei 2018

Deur Johan Labuschagne

Verslag oor die Draaiersbyeenkoms by Leon
Langenhoven op 26 Mei 2018. Hierdie verslaggie in
die eerste persoon is saamgestel uit my eie oogpunt
s00s ek die dag ervaar het. Dankie vir die foto’s verkry
van Reinald Bohringer en Lourens Pretorius.

Omdat ek tans nie mag bestuur nie, het Kobus Mostert
my kom oplaai. Ons was van die vroeé aankomelinge
by Leon op 'n vars sonskyn oggend. Kort voor lank het
Leon se werf soos 'n parkeerterrein gelyk soos die
manne in groot getalle opgedaag het. Dit het my
onwillekeurig laat dink aan my heel eerste byeenkoms
wat ek juis by Leon bygewoon het. Ek het daardie dag
effe verdwaal en laat opgedaag toe almal reeds besig
was. Ek het baie selfbewus en vreemd gevoel toe ek
al die onbekende manne daar sien wat my as
vreemdeling aangestaar het. Dit het nie lank geduur
voordat ek as volwaardige lid aanvaar en deel gevoel
het van hierdie uitgelese groepie mense met
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soortgelyke belangstellings nie. Leon, sy werksplek,
die skaal waarop hy dinge aanpak en sy entoesiasme
het my diep beindruk. Nou na byna sewe jaar, het
daardie siening nog nooit by my getaan nie. Ek hoop
nuwelinge sal dieselfde ervaringe opbou soos in my
geval.

Soos belowe, het Leon 'n groot klomp hout wat hy en
Michiel Brits op sy erf versamel en opgesaag het,
onder die bome uitgestal. Belangstellendes kon hul
eie keuse maak en dan die prys wat hulle bereid was
om daarvoor te betaal, in 'n houer te plaas. Daar was
pragtige stukke Karee, Olien, Jakaranda en ander hout
beskikbaar. Baie daarvan was 'n bietjie groot vir die
meeste draaibanke tensy mens 'n kettingsaag met
oorleg in sou span om groter stukke meer hanteerbaar
te maak. Hopelik sien ons weldra die resultate van
hierdie inisiatief op later byeenkomste. Benewens die
hout was daar ook marmerskywe beskikbaar vir die
slyp van beitels. Dan was daar ook nog 'n klomp
llalapalm vrugte waarvan die sade gedraai kan word
om ornamente soos ringe, soos wat Lou Coetser
dikwels op ons uitstallings aan die publiek
demonstreer, te maak. Dit was later die dag as pryse
vir ons loting aangewend.

In Leon se verwelkomingspraatjie, verwys hy na sy
uitstalling van metodes om jou eie gereedskap te
maak. Hy bied ook aan om opleidingskursusse
daaroor aan belangstellendes aan te bied. Ditis
duidelik dat hy baie moeite gedoen het met die
aanbieding van hierdie aspek. (Sien die foto’s.) Die
manne was gefassineer toe hy later die dag gewys het
hoe mens die hardheid van staal bepaal om jou eie
items soos draaibeitels te maak.

Na Leon se verwelkoming het Jan die verrigtinge begin
met die gewone afhandeling van administratiewe
besonderhede soos om besoekers en nuwe lede voor
te stel en hartlik welkom te heet. In hierdie geval was
dit Isak van Niekerk wat ons kom besoek het. Manne
wat intussen verjaar het, is ook gelukgewens. Ons
volgende vergadering is op 23 Junie by die Scoutsaal
waar Reinald Bohringer ons meer van die verskillende
beiteltegnieke sal leer. Jan het ons ook meer van die
AWSA se planne vertel. AWSA lidmaatskap beloop
R100 per lid. Dit sal goed wees om aan te sluit en ons
samehorigheid te toon. Die simposium sal hierdie jaar
op 21 tot 24 September plaasvind by die Nelson
Mandela kampus op George, midde in die Outeniqua
woud. Die ere demonstrateur hierdie keer sal John
Wessels van Sedgefield wees. Hy is veral bekend vir
die piouterwerk wat van hom 'n gesogte demonstrateur

in die draaierswéreld gemaak het. Daar is nog 10
plekke vir verblyf beskikbaar in die Pine Lodge in
George, die naaste gasteverblyfplek aan die
universiteit. (Skakel vir Jan Richter vir meer
besonderhede.)

ho 18 i

- - o

Jan by die tafel met van die huiswerk. Links agter
is die groot diep fles van Leon. Links voor is my
eie poging van Mak-sering met langsaan 'n diep
bak wat ek gerestoureer het. Regs voor is items
van Peter Shead en Riaan Booyens. /Jan at the
homework table. At the back on the left is a tall
deep flask by Leon Langenhoven. In the front on

the left is my own effort with next to it a deep flask
of which I only did some restoration. To its right
are bowls from Peter Shead and Riaan Booyens.

Na Jan se inleiding was dit tyd om na al die mooi items
onder die bekwame leiding van At Smit op die
uitstaltafel te kyk. Hy noem wat die waarde daarvan is
om benewens jou haam en die houtsoort, ook die
datum op jou item aan te bring. Dit bied mens 'n goeie
aanduiding van jou eie groei en ontwikkeling oor tyd.
Hy het ook die term holvorm (hollow form) gedefinieer
as 'n hol bak wat mens nie met 'n holgids kan uithol
nie.
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At aan die woord met ’'n paar pragtige
huiswerkitems voor hom op die tafel. Heel regs is
van Andrew Bourke se klein potjies. Daaragter is

Reinald se holvorm. At se eie holvorm van
Chinese Maple staan reg voor hom met Leon
Wolmarans se ragfyne Nieshout item voor links en
Leon Langenhoven se beker met handvatsel net
daaragter.

Mike Potgieter was eerste aan die beurt om sy
holvorm van kanferhout en een van African Rosewood
te wys. Hy het dit gemaak van beitels wat hy self
gemaak het. Willie de Wet het sy mooi items gewys
asook sy baie lang, smal en pragtig versierde holvorm
wat hy in drie ineengeskakelde suile gemaak het. Die
lasplekke is op natuurlike dwarslyne van die versierde
wand gemaak sodat dit glad nie vir die oog sigbaar is
nie om 'n dramatiese holvorm te kon skep. Afwerking
is met 'n klein Arbortec gedoen. Hierna wys Reinald
sy item waar hy 'n prop hout verwyder sodat hy die
binnekant kon uithol.

Leon Langenhoven het sy groot fles en beker met
handvatsel en tuit gewys.

At het 'n leersame insetsel gelewer oor die volgorde
waarin hout met verskillende kleure gekleur moet
word. Hy het verduidelik dat dit die beste werk as
mens met die donkerder kleure begin deur dit liggies
met 'n spons aan te wend of te “airbrush” sodat dit nie
diep intrek nie en te laat droog word. Daarna kan
mens die ligter kleure aanwend en dit met die klein
arbortec afwerk.

Alan wys ons sy pragtige holvorm van Jakaranda
waarvan die buiterand met 'n swart gekleurde gekerfde
motief versier is. Hy verduidelik wat om te doen sodat
die kleurstof nie in die hout intrek en bloei nie. Hy wys
ook die skuurpapier houer waarmee hy die gevormde
groewe se buitelyne skerp kan afets.

v / p, / 4 i
Alan Crawford se pragtige jakaranda holvorm met
gekleurde en gekerfde versiering en beitels
waarmee hy dit doen. /
Alan’s beautiful jacaranda hollow form and the
chisels he used for the carving.

Andrew Bourke vertoon sy sewe mooi klein potjie
familie. At |é daarop klem dat dit nie altyd nodig is om
groot items te maak nie omdat kleineres net so mooi
kan wees met die voordeel dat dit op 'n kleiner
draaibank gemaak kan word, minder tyd in beslag
neem en kleiner stukkies hout goed benut kan word.
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Andrew Bourke se stelletjie pragtige klein potjies./
Andrew Bourke’s pretty set of small pots.

Leon Wolmarans het sy pragtige items van dun
gedraaide Nieshout aan ons gewys. Nieshout werk
baie lekker en beskik oor 'n fyn grein en tekstuur wat
dit makliker maak om dun, grasieuse items tot 3mm
dik te draai met skerp beitels en 'n goeie oog. Hy
vertel ook van die dilemma wat hom getref het toe die
een item uit die kloukop losgeskiet het teen die plafon
en toe stukkend op die grond beland het. At
beklemtoon die belangrikheid van skoon en elegante
lyne sonder riwwe, bulte en hobbels. Dit verg
konsentrasie en skerp beitels.

Nadat die vertoning van al die huiswerk afgehandel is,
het ons kans gekry om 'n tweede koppie koffie te
geniet. Ons gasheer het intussen die lede aan sy
voete gehad met al die vernuftige maniere hoe hy in sy
werkswinkel sy eie instrumente en beitels vervaardig.
Hy het ook gewys hoe hy groot swaar en oneweredige
houtstompe op sy reuse draaibank vasklem en draai.
Op daardie stadium het ek gou enkele mense 'n paar
van die nabygele€ bome op die erf gewys. Die
belangstelling was egter nie baie groot nie en die
werkskamer het die meeste aftrek gekry. Ek was maar
bly want op daardie stadium kon ek agterkom dat my
energie begin taan en ek erg bewerig begin raak. Ek
het wel 'n kort lysie opgestel van feite wat ek van n
klompie bome opgestel het vir my eie gebruik en wat
vir toekomstige besoeke handig kan wees.

Leon demoﬁsreer sy groot Watkins draaibank./
Leon demonstrating his large Watkins lathe.

Leon vertoon van sy selfgemaakte beitels/
Leon displaying his selfmade chisels.

Na afloop van al ons bedrywighede, is ons lootjies
getrek en het’'n klompie hout en palmvrugte nuwe
base gekry. Hierna het party van die mense vertrek en
die oorblywendes het nader gestap na die vure by
Leon se braaiplek. Ek het ongelukkig erg olik begin
voel, maar omdat Kobus my gebring het, wou ek nie sy
pret bederf nie en wou nie dat hy my voor die tyd
terugneem nie. Ongelukkig het ek net valer begin voel
en Kobus het my toe wel huis toe geneem. Baie
dankie Kobus. Baie dankie ook aan Leon en Veronica
vir jul gasvryheid wat ek onwgelukkig toe nie ten volle
kon benut nie.
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Van die braalers bymekaar/ReIaxmg afterwards.

Ten laaste wil ek graag vir Leon en Veronica hartlik
bedank vir hul uitreikende gasvryheid en die
aansienlike ywer om ons lede en vereniging se
belange op die hart te dra. Mag ons dit nog lank
beskore wees en ons bybly.

Wood Expo News

This box will feature important information about the
forthcoming Wood Expo

Venue: New Hope School
Friday 5 October

before 14:00)

Saturday 6 October 09:00 to 16:00
Sunday 7 October  09:00 to 15:00

Set-up (Delivery of entries

Note no early removal of exhibits allowed

Each interest group is responsible for its own
programme.

An Organising Committee has met under the
convenorship of Derik van Rensburg.

Summary
The theme for the day was a get-together on Leon
Langenhoven’s smallholding to view his restored
machines, self-made turning tools, the identification of
local trees, wood procurement and a braai.

Editorial
Editor: Paul Roberts
E-Mail: paul.roberts@ptawoodworkers.com
Tel: 084 515 2773
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