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From the Chairman: Neville Comins

Since its inception, our Association has had a clear set
of aims and objectives. Core to these aims is the
intent to provide platforms to enhance the
woodworking skills of our members and to share
information on techniques, best practices, and
projects. While the main mechanisms have been the
monthly Group meetings, as well as our general
monthly meeting, a feeling has been growing that there
is a need to provide more assistance in more one-on-
one or small group training and demonstrations. A
number of our more experienced members
volunteered to become ‘Mentors’ and offered a range
of courses on topics in which they had special and
proven skills or methods.

Feedback from those members who partook in the
mentorship courses, the response was very positive
and beneficial. However, from the questions often
asked during our meetings, and particularly from those
newer members who are still getting established, there
is a consensus that there is a need to provide advice
on a much expanded range of topics. We are
fortunate to have many experienced members in
cabinet making, wood turning and wood carving who
could provide just this assistance needed. However,
unless one is well networked into the Association,
finding the right person to solve a problem or advise
may present a barrier. Our challenge, therefore, is to

enhance or augment the mentorship system with an
extended advisory offering.

To get this process moving, a proposed set of topics
has been drafted, which will range across a number of
themes, including:

e Key principles of establishing and equipping a
basic workshop depending on the specific
area of interest, being cabinet making,
restoring, wood tumning or carving. A member
investing in such a set up needs advice on
prioritising the selection and type of core
equipment to ensure their budget is wisely
spent.

e Understanding the key stationary power tools,
as well as essential hand tools, their optimum
setup, safe usage and maintenance.

e For those specialising in wood turning, there
is much advice needed in selecting the right
lathes, essential turning chisels, sharpening
systems, etc.

e Moving more to projects, in cabinet making
advice is often sought in elements of design,
jointing and construction for both solid wood
furniture and items made from man-made
veneer board.

¢ In all aspects of woodwork, the arena of
finishing is as varied as the projects
undertaken. There is room for much more
sharing of experience, debate and discussion
on this topic.

e Woodwork, by definition, uses sharp tools
and many aspects can be dangerous if
incorrectly carried out. Topics of safety and
good practice will also be essential on such a
list.

In order to meet the areas of interest and needs of
members, we need your involvement to optimise our

Tambotie 2018-02

Page 1


http://www.ptawoodworkers.com/

‘list’ of key topics. A draft will be coming to all
members for your scrutiny and input. The goal is two-
fold, firstly to focus on the topics of most value, and
secondly and equally important to identify the member
or group of members, experienced enough to be able
to provide the advice. Your contribution to this project
will assist in providing a new and most important
addition to the value we can offer to all our members.

| envision that this ‘Advisory List’, with the identified
advisers, should be hanging on the wall in all our
workshops so that we can contact someone to get us
through those problems that we all encounter in our
projects. | am sure that some of these topics will also
grow into more substantial mentorship programmes
and so we will enhance this system as well.

I look forward to your inputs and support.

Chairman’s Trophy

Monthly Meeting 28 March 2018

By Paul Roberts

The meeting was held just before the Easter weekend
which probably was the reason for the low attendance
of 25 persons. The topic was “A library in a lodge”
which was presented by Corne’ Swanepoel of
Mansonia Joinery. The lodge is being developed in
the Kalahari in a remote area by one of South Africa’s
mining magnates and will house a collection of
Africana books. Mansonia Joinery was commissioned
to undertake the work which was a woodworking
project on a massive scale. The book shelves
depicted below were made of white oak and had a
thickness of 44 mm. Some 100 m3 of timber was
used. The wastage factor was about 2.0 times the nett
finished quantity. The building has an oval shape and
a laser survey had to be made to construct a model for
CNC machining of various profiles. The company was
under extreme stress as there were very tight targets.
The units were very heavy and each one weighed
about 280 kg which made installation and handling

difficult. The design made provision for wood
movement.

Corne’ Swanepoel

A

Completed library

During the “Admin” part of the meeting the discussion
focussed primarily on the proposed mentorship and
networking advisory system. E-mails will be sent to all
members for comments on the proposed system.
Refer to the note from the Chairman above for further
detail.
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Cabinetmakers and Restorers: 10 March

2018

By Paul Roberts

The CM&R Interest Group met in Stefan Hefer's
Workshop and the event was attended by 24 persons.
The theme for the meeting was Kitchen design,
manufacture and installation. Honorary Member
Louw Trichardt was the presenter. Louw had prepared
an excellent PowerPoint presentation which will be
placed on the website. In addition he had also made a
demonstration cabinet which illustrated various
practical points in a clear fashion.

Louw and Stefan adjusting installation supports
for wall units. Adjustable legs for the floor unit are
on top of the demonstration unit.

Draaiersbyeenkoms op 24 Maart 2018

Deur Reinald Bohringer

Die draaiers het Saterdag weer ‘n baie geslaagde
byeenkoms gehou wat deur 39 persone bygewoon en
deur Braam Burger en Carel vd Merwe gelei is.

At Smit het ‘n insiggewende praatjie/demonstrasie oor
die afwerking van draaistukke gehou wat met groot
belangstelling deur die gehoor ontvang is. At het ook
die baie vrae wat gevra is beantwoord en almal,
nuwelinge en gesoute draaiers, kon iets leer.

Louw assembling the cabinet. Holes on the
bottom are for the adjustable feet for the floor
cabinets.
The topics covered in the presentation were:
e Short history of kitchens.
The purpose of a kitchen.
Designing kitchens.
Cupboard construction.
Cut lists.
Installation.
o Additional aspects
Refer to the presentation for content.

Die spreker van die dag, At Smit.
The speaker of the day, At Smit
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Kom ons kyk na enkele van die hoofpunte wat genoem
is:

1. Afwerking begin reeds by die beplanning van
die produk. Die tipe hout, nat of droog, sowel as die
karakter van die eindproduk sal die afwerking bepaal.
Hiervoor het At verskeie voorbeelde voorgehou soos
twee holvorms van palmhout waarvan die een
doelbewus 'n blink en gladde voorkoms sou ontvang
en die ander een, wat nat gedraai en natuurlik sou
vervorm, 'n growwe “aardse” karakter sou ontvang.
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Twee holvorms van palmboomhout; links glansend
en regs natuurlik gelaat.
Two hollow forms of palm tree wood. Left glossy
and right a natural finish.

2. Beiteltegniek sal bepaal hoeveel verdere
afwerking gedoen moet word. Skerp beitels en die
korrekte gebruik daarvan sal die verdere afwerking
grootliks vergemaklik. Draaiers moet beiteltegnieke
gereeld oefen en beitels skerp hou!

3. Handskrapers (vir stilstaande draaibank!) kan
klein ongelykhede maklik verwyder. At verkies
handskrapers wat hy van “HSS”-staal maak. Die staal
kry hy van stukkende industriéle staalsaaglemme
(“hacksaw and cut-off blades”) wat van tyd tot tyd by
plekke wat staal saag verkry kan word. Gewone
rolsaaglemme is NIE van HSS-staal gemaak en dus
nie geskik nie.

4. At doen baie min skuurwerk “‘omdat dit boring
is en baie stof veroorsaak®! Bykans geen skuurwerk
word op die roterend draaibank gedoen weens die
sirkelvormige krapmerke wat dit veroorsaak. Hy skuur
altyd in die lengte van die grein en nadat hy die
draaistuk van die draaibank gehaal het. Dan beweeg
hy stelselmatig van growwe na die fyner skuurpapier,
sonder om 'n grein oor te slaan omdat “die fyner grein
net die krapmerke van die growwer grein kan
verwyder”. Abranet “skuurpapier” word hedendaags
toenemend deur draaiers verkies omdat die stof deur
die netagtige skuurmateriaal beweeg en dit nie so
maklik verstop nie. Indien oliechoudende houte,
byvoorbeeld tambotie, geskuur word, kan terpentyn in

die skuurproses gebruik word om verstopping te
verminder.

5. Indien nodig, kan 'n seélaar op die finaal-
geskuurde draaistuk gebruik word, veral op die
eindgrein gedeeltes. Hiervoor gebruik At meesal
“Blond Shellac”, maar “Sanding Sealer” kan ook
gebruik word. Indien daar op hierdie stadium nog
skuurmerke sigbaar is, moet die skuurwerk gedeeltelik
herhaal word.

6. Die volgende stap in die finale afwerking word
hoofsaaklik deur die beoogde gebruik van die
draaistuk bepaal. Die moontlikhede, van olies en
wasse tot spuitverwe, is legio en hulle aanwending is
elk 'n afsonderlike praatjie werd! At het’n plaaslike
produk, Woodoc, as voorbeeld geneem omdat dit deur
baie draaiers gebruik word. Hy gebruik Woodoc-5 of
Woodoc-10, beide is poli-uteraan/was-mengsels.
Omdat die produk begin jel wanneer dit met suurstof of
stof in aanraking kom, skink hy dit oor in klein
plastiekflessies met skroefdeksels en sal nooit van die
gebruikte produk in die flessies teruggooi nie. Dan
wend hy dit BAIE DUN met 'n stof- en veselvrye lappie
aan. Omdat hy dit so dun aanwend word dit bykans
onmiddellik droog en vang baie min stof op.

Na die suksesvolle praatjie was daar tyd vir geselsies
met koffie en versnapperinge wat deur Marietjie vd
Merwe aangebied is (BAIE DANKIE!). So tussen die
eet-en-drink deur kon die uitgestalde huiswerk van die
draaiers bewonder word.

Die draai-uitdaging vir hierdie byeenkoms was 'n bord
(“platter”) met of sonder versiering. Baie draaiers,
nuwelinge sowel as van die gesoute draaiers, het 'n
groot verskeidenheid draaistukke ten toon gestel.
Carel vd Merwe het hierdie gedeelte hanteer en elke
deelnemer kon sy stuk voorstel en die uitdagings wat
hy ondervind het met die ander deel. Die kommentare
en raad was vir almal waardevol.

Die draai-uitdaging vir die volgende vergadering is 'n
sfeer, klein of groot, uitgehol of nie-uitgehol, versier of
nie-versier nie! Ons kyk met groot belangstelling wat
dit gaan oplewer!
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‘n Oorsig oor die groot verskeidenheid draaistukke
wat uitgestal is.

A view of the large variety of turned pieces which
were displayed.

‘n Oorsig oor die groot verskeidenheid draaistukke
wat uitgestal is.

A view of the large variety of turned pieces which
were displayed.

Enkele voorbeelde van die uitdaging wat die
verskeidenheid van styl en afwerking toon.
Example of the turning challenge which shows a
variety of style and finish.

Enkele voorbeelde van die uitdaging wat die
verskeidenheid van styl en afwerking toon.
Example of the turning challenge which shows a
variety of style and finish.

Summary
The theme for the day was on finishing. At Smit
presented the topic and also demonstrated various
techniques for finishing. A shopmade handscraper
made of HSS is an essential tool.

Stompiesgroep besoek Jan Zielman

Orrelbouers

Deur Reinald Boéhringer en Lou Coetzer

Wat het pyporrels met houtdraaiers gemeen? Die
Stompiesgroep het by Jan Zielman Orrelbouers hier in
Pretoria gaan ondersoek instel na hierdie verband. En
watter geslaagde besoek was dit nie? Ongelukkig kon
ons nie 'n ope uitnodiging aan ander houtwerkers rig
nie omdat die ruimte in die werkwinkel nie ‘n groter
groep kan akkommodeer nie.

Jan Zielman is een van die min pyporrelbouers in
Suid-Afrika wat orrels ontwerp, bou, restoureer en
diens. Hy is in Nederland gebore en hetin 1972 na
Suid-Afrika gekom - eers net tydelik maar hetin 1978
besluit om hom permanent hier te vestig. Ons was
gelukkig om met die besoek vele stappe van die
bouproses te kon waarneem want Jan en sy span is
tans besig om die buite-bekisting van 'n meganiese
orrel te bou. Ons kon dus die houtwerk en meganiese
skakels aan die binnekant van die orrel vanaf die
klawerbord tot by die orrelpype duidelik volg. Dit
bestaan uit honderde houtstafies wat met ongelooflike
akkuraatheid 'n pad vanaf die klawers tot by die pype
volg, soms oor meters heen. Die buite-bekisting wat
afsonderlik van die meganiese deel gebou word, toon
ook ervaring en noukeurige vakmanskap. Sodra al
hierdie afsonderlike dele saamgevoeg en die orrel in
sy geheel opgebou is, sal dit in ‘n opedag-
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demonstrasie aan alle belangstellendes vertoon word.
Later sal die orrel weer stuk vir stuk uitmekaar gehaal
en op sy finale staanplek heropgebou word. Die
vakmanskap en materiale is van so 'n gehalte dat
orrels letterlik honderde jare getroue diens kan lewer
indien dit gereeld gediens word.

Jan Zielman het ons ook 'n bietjie oor die geskiedenis
van orrels vertel. Die eerste orrels is reeds sowat 250
jaar vC in Alexandrié, ‘n stad in Egipte wat as die
bakermat van natuurwetenskappe gebou is, ontwikkel.
Sovér bekend staan die oudste werkende orrel in Sion,
Switserland. Dit is in ongeveer 1435 gebou, en ook
meermale gerestoureer. Groot dele van die buite-
bekisting en twaalf van die pype is egter nog
oorspronklik!

Jan is optimisties dat die pyporrel nie deur
elektroniese/digitale orrels vervang sal word nie. Om
die waarheid te sé is hy op soek na leerlinge wat
orrelbou as ‘n roeping sien. Jan bied opleiding in
orrelbou. Die belangrikste kenmerke vir suksesvolle
vakleerlinge is noukeurigheid, deursettingsvermoé en
laterale denke.

Die Stompiesgroep se toekomstige hulp by die
voorsiening van gedraaide items vir die orrel, bevestig
die gemeenskaplike belang wat pyporrels met
houtdraaiers in gemeen het.

Jan Zielman speel ‘n bietjie op die orrel vir die
besoekers se onthalwe terwyl Leon en Elsa toekyk.
Jan Zielman playing on the organ for the visitors

while Leon and Elsa look on.

Die orrel se speelkant met die registers sonder
knoppe links. Let op al die dun balkies wat na
agter strek.

The keyboard side of the organ without the
registers. Note the thin strips which go to the
back.

‘n Tegnikus besig om die bostuk van die orrel af te
werk. Alles net europese akkerhout.
A technician busy with the finishing of the
headpiece of the organ. All in European Oak.
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Positief st Johns College 2003

Foto van ‘n huisorrel wat Jan Zielman van
jakarandahout gemaak het.
Jan het goeie kommentaar oor jakarandahout
gelewer.
Photo of a house organ made by Jan Zielman in
Jacaranda
Jan made positive comments on the Jacaranda
wood

Summary
The Stompiesgroep (Stump Group) visted organ
builder Jan Zielman of Pretoria. The Turner's Group
may become incolved in the manufacture of tumed
items for the organs,

Language Usage
We use both English and Afrikaans in the
Woodworking Association of Pretoria. If the article is
submitted in Afrikaans, English subtitles to the
photographs and a short English Summary are
provided for convenience for the readers who are not
proficient in Afrikaans. | would appreciate feedback
about the effectiveness of this new initiative.  Editor

Editorial
Editor: Paul Roberts
E-Mail: paul.roberts@ptawoodworkers.com
Tel: 084 515 2773
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