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Programme - 2014

Monthly meetings

Last Wednesday, of each month at 18h00
at the new Plant Sciences Building, University
of Pretoria (see website for a map). Topics for
the reminder of the year are given below.

30 July: Project Plank
(Wives/partners welcome)

27 August: Aids and Gadgets

24 September: Special Techniques
29 October: Laser & Water Cutting
26 November: Safety Products

Exhibition
Saturday 20 September 2014
New Hope School

2014

25t Anniversary of the Woodworking
Association of Pretoria

Celebratory breakfast
Saturday 1 November 2014
Reserve this date in your diary!
Detail to follow

Afgelope draaiersbyeenkomste
Byeenkoms by Piet Smith op 21 Junie
Deur Johan Labuschagne

en foto’s deur Lou Coetzer

Dit was 'n ysige oggend met ryp op die grasperke toe
33 van ons Piet Smith se netjiese werksplek en tuiste
toegesak het, vol verwagting op die dag se gebeure.
Die werksplek was al gereed met 'n draaibank vir die
demonstrasie en die nuwe videostelsel wat Leon
Wolmarans en Reinald Béhringer opgestel het.
Verrigtinge het op tyd afgeskop toe Willie de Wet ons
ander geselsendes nader geroep het. Die nodige
formaliteite was kort gehou om genoeg tyd te laat vir
die demonstrasie.

Piet is bedank vir sy geriewe asook vir die feit dat hy
vir Butch gehuisves het. 'n Spesiale woord van dank
het ook gegaan aan Kobus Mostert wat by ons vorige
byeenkoms eiehandig gesorg het dat ons vleisrolle
gaar kom. Al die aanwesiges is hartlik welkom geheet
asook van ons lede wat lanklaas saam was so0s
Braam Burger en Leon Kruger. Lede is ook ingelig dat
die volgende byeenkoms by Reinald Béhringer sal
wees en daar sal weereens 'n besoekende draaier,
naamlik Dries Blignault van Wits optree om vir ons 'n
demonstrasie te kom doen.

Willie het ook ‘n ernstige versoek aan alle lede gerig
om by ons volgende algemene vergadering iets te
draai vir Projek Plank. Draaiers het in die verlede nie
ernstig aandag hieraan gegee nie. Dit is 'n historiese
projek en behoort heelhartig ondersteun te word. 'n
Beroep is op ons gedoen om saam 25 items te draai
om saam te val met ons 25-jarige bestaansjaar. Lede
word ook daaraan herinner dat ons moet begin om
items te maak vir ons jaarlikse uitstalling in September.
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Hierna het Reinald ons iets meer vertel van Superglue
en die verkryging daarvan. Lou het 'n ledelys
gesirkuleer sodat elkeen kan verseker dat die inligting
daarop korrek en volledig is.

Hierna het 'n bespreking van huiswerk items
plaasgevind. Soos ons gehoop het, was daar wel
items wat van die knoetshout wat Butch saamgebring
het, gemaak. Reinald het twee pragtige bakke, een
van Vitex en die ander een met die lang naam
gemaak. At se bak met die gegolfde inkeping op die
sy het ook aandag getrek. Willie het ook twee mooi
bakke van Bostaaibos gemaak en die uitdagingstuk
van 'n baie lang en fyn gedraaide item wat in'n
polikarbonaat buis pas soos wat 'n vorige keer op 'n
video by Leon Wolmarans vertoon was. (Sien foto).
My eie twee holvorms met klein openinge, een van
Jakaranda en die ander van Olienhout wat ek by Wille
gekry het. Lou se mooi Witberkehout was ook deel van
die groot versameling. Gerhard was net danig trots op
die bakkie wat hy by die ope dag by Leon
Langenhoven gemaak het. Reinald was die goeie
mentor wat hom touwys gemaak het. Kobus Mostert
wou nie agterbly nie en het met 'n mooi pepermeul
tevore gekom. Frans het 'n oulike skuins olienhout bak
gemaak met 'n natuurlike rand. Ons damesdraaier,
Simoné Janse van Vuuren het ontpop as 'n
uitstekende penmaker en het 'n groot versameling
pragtige penne voorgelé. 'n Verrassing was die plat
byna plankdun bordjie met reghoekige kante wat
Braam Burger gemaak het. Dit was een van sy heel
eerste pogings en teen daardie tempo behoort hy
weldra van die meer ervare draaiers uit te stof. Braam
se jongeling seun, Gabrielle van skaars 12 het ons
verbaas met twee pragtige penne wat hy gemaak het.

Dis die oes van die draaiers se huiswerk-pogings
(uitgesluit David se bak). Die grootste en
opvallendste een is Willie se laaaaaaaangsteel-
kelkie in die glasbuis, terwyl die golfgleufbak van
At baie innoverend is en die bakkies van

knoetshout die oog gevang het. Die beginners se
draaiwerk, hoofsaaklik die penne en vierkantbord,
was pragtig en ‘n besondere prestasie.

Dit is die knoetshout-oes. Heelwat meer draaiers
het van die hout by Butch Smuts gekoop as wat
hier uitgestal word. Daarom sien ons daarna uit
om in die volgende maande nog voorbeelde van
mooi draai-items te sien wat van Butch se
knoetshout afkomstig is.

Simoné is ook ‘n beginner-draaier, maar een van
die min dames in ons midde. Hierdie foto toon ‘n
goeie verskeidenheid van die penne wat sy tot
sover gedraai en monteer het. Haar ’portefeulje’
gaan aanstons ook pepermeule insluit (altans so
verstaan ons).

Een van die hoogtepunte van die huiswerk, was
ongetwyfeld David Malan se pragtige gesegmenteerde
vaas. David het dan ook vir ons ander breedvoerig
verduidelik hoe hy so 'n bak maak, vanaf die ontwerp,
die ontvouing van die ontwerp op 'n gebuigde
oppervlak en die bepaling van elke stukkie hout se
afmetings en snit, die onderskeie kleure en dan die
plak van elkeen van die stukkies hout, laag vir laag op
'n basis van Jakarandahout. Hy gebruik 'n vinnig set
koue lym en 'n setmaat om elke posisie van 'n blokkie
met die spasie tussenin te bepaal. Hy het onder
andere aan ons van die ander toerusting wat hy
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gebruik, gewys wat hy ook self maak en dit op sigself
getuig van meesterlike vakmanskap. Baie dankie aan
David hiervoor!

David Malan verduidelik hoe hy te werk gaan om
sy gesegmenteerde bak te ontwerp en al die
stukkies met sy spesiale hulpmiddel op die regte

plek in te plak.

So Iyk David se bak van bo gesien. Die pragtige
simmetriese patroon is met verskillende stukkies
hout se natuurlike kleure verkry. Dit bestaan uit
635 afsonderlike stukkies hout wat van onder na
bo in vorm en grootte varieer. Die bodem bestaan

uit ‘n stukkie jakarandahout.

Hierna het ons lootjies getrek met die hoop om van die
pragtige hout wat Braam beskikbaar gestel het, te
bekom. Al die gelukkiges wat iets kon wen, sé baie
dankie aan Braam vir sy goedgunstigheid.

Hierna het ons 'n kort breuk geneem en bene gerek.
Ons was hartlik bederf deur Ria met heerlike
eetgoedjies en 'n lekker warm koppie koffie vir die koel
oggend. Daarna was ons gereed vir die demonstrasie
wat die Besturende Direkteur, Piet Smith en sy
Tegniese Bestuurder, Charlie Letsoalo vir ons sou
aanbied betreffende die maak van voorslag
pepermeulens vir die nageslag. Die twee het soos ons
al geleer het, 'n fenomenale span gevorm waar Piet als

mooi verduidelik het en die stiller Charlie die proses
gedemonstreer het. Ons videostelsel wat deur Leon

Wolmarans en Reinald beheer was, het pragtig

bygedra sodat almal die proses duidelik kon volg.

Piet het aan ons verduidelik hoe die eerste gat met 'n
boorpunt wat hy spesiaal geslyp het te boor, asook
hoe die ruimer met die twee snypunte wat tot op die
regte dieptes met een slag die gat uitruim. At het hom
aanvanklik gehelp om die prototipe daarvan te maak.
Daarna het Charlie die setmaat (jig of aid) gebruik om
die gleufies aan die binnekant van die gat te vorm om
die meganisme stewig te posisioneer. Hy het enkele
van die “ruimers” beskikbaar gestel vir die leen aan
groepies wat graag in die nabye toekoms
pepermeulens wil maak. Hy het ook daarvan te koop
aangebied. Vir lede wat ernstig is om pepermeulens
te maak, is dit 'n moet. Piet het ook groothartig aan
almal teenwoordig 'n meule meganisme geskenk, op
voorwaarde dat elkeen sal poog om ook 'n pepermeul
te maak vir ons volgende byeenkoms.

demonstrasie deur Piet en Charlie om ons te leer
hoe om ‘n pepermeul te draai, die meganisme te
monteer en die hele item netjies af te werk. Terwyl
Charlie ernstig aan die draai was, moes Piet
bontstaan om al die vrae te beantwoord. Die
presiese afmetings van die gate wat geboor word,
die uitmeet van die meganisme teenoor die ru-stuk
en die afwerking van die finale produk was van die
ernstigste vrae wat Piet moes hanteer.

Nadat die pepermeule finaal en presies op tyd klaar
was en dit met Piet se spesiale bye- en Carnaube
waks behandel en blink gepoets is, is hierdie pragtige
olienhout skepping van Charlie toegeken aan die
persoon wat die naaste verjaar aan Simoné. So word
Michiel Britz toe die gelukkige wenner.

Die hele Smith fabriek word hiermee hartlik bedank vir
'n baie spesiale geleentheid wat iedereen baie geniet
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en waardeer het. Dankie vir elkeen en veral aan Piet
en Charlie, maar ook aan Ria wat ons met die
koffiebreuk so mildelik getrakteer het.

Charlie wys trots die eindproduk wat hy en Piet
gelewer het. Die meultjie is toe uitgeloot en die
gelukkige wenner was Michiel Britz.

Spesiale Draaiers Vergadering /
Special Turners: Meeting
Ons volgende spesiale byeenkoms is op Maandag 4
Aug, 14h00 in die werksplek van Reinald Béhringer
wanneer Chris Pouncy van Sorby sal demonstreer!.

Our next special meeting will be on Monday, 4 Aug
14h00 in the workshop of Reinald Bohringer when
Chris Pouncy of Sorby will demonstrate!.

Cabinet Makers 10 May 2014

By Paul Roberts

About 18 Cabinet Makers met at the home of Neville
Comins. The main topic was circular saw blades
presented by Klaas Coetzee. The table project was
presented by Dries du Toit and the highlight of the
event was the presentation by Neville on the
grandfather clocks he is making. The report on the
event is in the form of annotated photographs

Willie Marneweck at the start of the meeting
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Dries du Toit illustrating jg for the mortise‘ joints
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Klaas & Andrea disussing the Ia;ge range of
blades

Klaas!
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Neville showing his ran&father clock which is
under construction

routing moldings

Neville demonstrating oe o the jigs ud fo "

Grandfather clock made many years ago

Monthly Meetings:

By Neville Comins

Genkem Products

Woodworkers often spend days, weeks and even
months building projects, but the final product depends
critically on the correct selection of the finish to be
used. Thus, we were fortunate to have the opportunity
of a presentation and interactive discussion with
Heather Wilson, National Sales Manager of Genkem,
and Shawn, the production manager for Genkem and
Nova product ranges.

Heather Wilson maig a point
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Having provided an overview of the significant range of
products produced by Genkem, the focus of the
evening was on the Nova range of sealers, vanishes
and wood stains. In the ‘sealer range’, the two main
types, viz. oil-based and wax-based sealers, were
described. In the former case (Nova 14), this is a
penetrating sealer suitable for outdoor use (including
decking), and can be sprayed. In contrast, the wax-
based product (Nova15) was slow drying , and
contained anti-fungal and insect protection additives,
and was also used for outdoor application, but not
furniture due to retained ‘tackiness’. Both products are
produced in a range of colours, with the darker
material having the better UV resistance. It was
stressed that over-coating of Nova 14 with Nova 15
was possible, but the opposite is incompatible. For
special protection of the wood, e.g. against borer,
special products, such as Nova 31, can be supplied as
a pre-treatment, on order.

Moving on to the vanishes, the most used products are
Nova 16 for inside and outside use, but in the latter
case, it will eventually peel off from the exposure and
will need scrapping down to recoat. A popular product
is Nova 17, a polyurethane varnish, which is also
sprayable, and produced in gloss and matt versions.
We were reminded that for the matt version, stirring of
the product is essential to distribute the additives
critical for the matt finish, otherwise a gloss finish will
result.

For wood stains, the range is Nova 18, which has a
spirit base. Some valuable advice was provided about
the use of these stains such as ensuring thorough
stirring before use, as well as subtle differences in
colour from different batches. It was recommended
that if larger quantities of stain are required for a
particular job, then the contents of the different bottles
are mixed together in advance to harmonise any
colour variations. Over-coating of a stained wood with
Nova 17 was recommended to seal the finish.

In answer to a question about the inter-compatibility
between products from different manufacturers, the
advice was to avoid this as one may encounter
unexpected behaviour. As with many companies, new
products in the Nova range are under development
and we will watch for these releases.

The discussions then explored another well known
range of products of Genkem, viz. adhesives. They
produce a significant number of different products for
DIY, scroll and office use, wood adhesives and a

number of specialised industrial products. For wood
workers, these include the well known white glues, as
well as water resistant and waterproof varieties,
suitable for most circumstances encountered.

A product which aroused the most discussion was the
cyanoacrylate glue, Genkem Magic Wood. This
product is well known to our members, particularly the
turners, for the rapid repair of small defects using
sawdust and a few drops of the glue, covered
immediately with a little further wood dust. Few other
products can achieve this result. Much animated
discussion flowed on the storage of this product, and
the nature of the ‘catalyst’ which promotes the setting
or drying.

As always, the presentation and discussion clarified a
number of issues, and took us all a little further down
the ‘learning curve’. Thanks to Genkem for
participating.

Alexander Wildervanck Report #1 from
Canada

Association Member Alexander Wildervanck and his
family moved to Squarmish, British Columbia, Canada
(near Vancouver) in December 2013. Alexander gave
the following interesting report during March on his
initial experiences in adapting to their new
environment.

Alexander Wildervanck in his workshop in South
Africa

I've been in Canada now for about 6 weeks and
Nicolene and the children about 3 weeks. All went
fairly well with only minor hiccups (paperwork) here
and there.
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My new job is interesting and chaotic. Rick Bowerman
(my new employer) is a great woodworker and a great
person to work with and to work for. He's really caring
and faithful to his employees. He comes from a
finishing background. He used to buy old furniture
while traveling through Canada and restore them.
That's how he learnt woodwork. By observing as he
restored. His strength is finishing. He's a magician
when colouring and finishing wood. He really is. He is
less knowledgeable with mill work but there are others
in the workshop who replaces this void. The skills
level is not comparable to what | had in SA! These
guys are good. Bowermans is exceptionally good as
they cater for the really high-end market. Vancouver -
Squamish - Whistler is known as the carriage trade
corridor so especially in Whistler there are many super
wealthy homes that need lots of mill work.

The guys weren't accepting any of my SA credentials
here. Some plans of a walnut bed were chucked on
my desk with the simple request to just "build". The
1st week was a nightmare. | felt very intimidated and
really miserable and quite inferior. | could sense the
guys watching me. But | put my concentration levels
on high alert and spent till late in the evenings
redrawing the plans to the finest details. | also spent
hours asking one of the guys about all the machines
and their hiccups. They have really good machines
here. My biggest hurdles were simply finding out how
they constructed things in general. Every guy is his
own craftsmen here and depending on who the
furniture piece is given to, that will determine how it's
made. There are no standards here. The other hurdle
is the imperial - metric conversions. Canada is
supposed to be metric, in theory. In practice they're
imperial. It's a bigger hurdle than | anticipated.
Woodworkers talk sizes all the time and Imperial is a
different language. It's easy to convert but coming
from metric | have an obvious handicap in getting a
clear sense of space when imperial dimensions are
thrown at me. Rick mentioned that they want to go
metric and that with me here now we should push the
change. In practice this is still meeting a lot of
resistance. But I'm getting the feel for it gradually.
Instead of tens you have to think in eighths. There's
just a lot of memorizing: 5/8 = 16mm, 3/4 = 19 etc etc.

Anyway, there were thankfully no major hiccups on the
bed. See attached before delivery. Not a great design
in my view but | am merely a builder now and have no
say in this matter.

Detail of bedside unit

Just as | was getting comfortable Rick was informed by
the lady that's been working here for 7 years that she's
leaving. She was doing all the technical drawings and
ordering and was basically Ricks other brain. It's a big
blow for Bowermans. But she wanted to move on to
architectural designing. So I'm being thrown into the
deep end.

We're right in the middle of a huge contract in Whistler.
The house is budgeted at CAD $9 million. Our
millwork contract for this house is CAD $400,000
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which does not include the kitchen. Rick got this
contract because he was the only woodworker that
could produce the finish the client wanted. The oak is
sanded, bleached, sanded, stained, sealed, de-nibbed,
glazed (with a white tinted lacquer) (which sits in the
open grain of the oak), de nibbed again and then
lacquered. It's an extremely elaborate finishing
process. But the result is quite beautiful. Will post
pictures later. Also, all the closets and cabinetry must
have horizontal running grain. To the extent that it is
continuous throughout the gables. See my attached
simplified SketchUp diagram illustrating how this is
achieved. It's requires a huge amount of discipline a
keeping track of what goes where.

==

Horizontal grain matching

It's difficult to manage these guys. There's one, Scott,
who's extremely talented to the point where he's
almost a genius. On a good day he's an incredible
source of knowledge. On a bad day it is more difficult!
Lots of tact required and lots of patience. | spend lots
of time at home preparing for the next day. It's like a
class of brilliant kids. You need to be WELL prepared
to earn respect and that's still tapping ALL my energy
so I'm really tired when | get home.

Nicolene and the kids are doing well. The kids have
taken it all in their stride. | attach some pictures.
Nicolene is brave and extremely energetic in taking up
the reins here and finding out all the new possibilities.
This small town has a lot to offer in the way of activities
for the kids.

e

Finally, British Columbia is EXPENSIVE with
Vancouver being the worst. So it's a big shock to our
system and we're having to cut down all over the
place. Please give my regards to whoever knows me
and let me know how things are going.

All my best wishes, Alexander

Editorial
Editor: Paul Roberts
E-Mail: paul.roberts@ptawoodworkers.com
Tel: 084 515 2773

Wildervanck childreh enjoying snow
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