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Editorial

| have been scanning a number of hardcopy versions
of Tambotie to include in our archives of the
Newsletter on our website. There is a great temptation
to read the various articles! | have found a wealth of
useful and current information in these old editions and
members are encouraged to browse through them.

Some members may wish to have access to the full
archive and this is easily accomplished if you bring a
memory stick to a monthly meeting. The total file size
of the whole archive is around 60 MB (2002 to 2012)
so downloading from the website will consume a lot of
bandwidth!

| am missing the following editions and call upon the
membership to provide me with electronic copies (if
available) or lend me their hardcopies for scanning. It
is possible that in the “missing” months Tambotie was
not published.

Year Missing Months

2003 Dec

2002 Jan, March, April, July, Oct, Dec

2001 May, June, Oct, Dec

2000 Dec

1999 Dec

1998 Dec

1997 Jan, Dec

1996 Jan, Apr, May, June, Dec
1995 & earlier All editions before Jan 1995

Program - September/October

»  Monday, 24 September (Holiday) at
09h00 Turners. Venue: Workshop of
Kobus Mostert.

»  Wednesday, 26 September at 18h00
Monthly meeting at the new Plant
Sciences Building, University of
Pretoria (see website for a map): The
topic for the evening will be Project
Plank. Spouses welcome.

e  Saturday, 13 October - Annual
Exhibition from 08h00 to 14h00,
New Hope School.

»  Wednesday, 31 October at 18h00
Monthly meeting at the new Plant
Sciences Building, University of
Pretoria (see website for a map): The
topic for the evening is Creativity in
the Workshop and Costing
presented by Alexander Wildervanck.

From the Chair: by Paul Roberts

Our Annual Exhibition is fast approaching and your
Committee is now in top gear in making the necessary
arrangements. We know that we can rely on the
membership to provide the necessary support. The
Duty List was circulated at the last monthly meeting
and will be circulated to all members as well as there
are still a number of vacant positions.
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Publicity regarding the event is key to a successful
function and here too members play a vital role. We
will be requesting the membership to distribute the
flyers and posters at pre-determined places and also
to circulate the flyer electronically to family and friends.

The attendance of members at the Exhibition is also
critical - last year only about 50% of our members
attended and we hope that this year's figure will be
much higher.

Project Plank 2012: 26 September

We would like every member to take part in this
activity. For our new members the following
explanation: Project Plank is a project in which
members are challenged to produce some article (free
choice) made from a plank of a certain size. The size
for this year will be a plank that measures 38 x 250 x
1000 mm - or a block of about 9.5 litres for the
turners. Although this is the maximum size, smaller
sizes may also be used and are all welcome. Try to
restrict your project to one type of wood. However, you
may use more than one type of wood if the design
necessitates it. Therefore, open up your mind and let
your creativity run free to generate innovative idea.
Prizes and certificates for the best three entries!
The best time to start with your project is right now.
The Project Plank items will be displayed at our Annual
Exhibition. We extend a special invitation to
spouses/ partners to attend the evening which
promises to be fun and of great interest.

2012 Programme
o 21-24 September - AWSA Cape Town
» 26 September - Project Plank
» 29/9-6/10 - Knysna Woodworkers’ Festival
» 13 October - WWAP Exhibition
* 10 November - Annual Braai at the UP
Experimental Farm (Proefplaas)

DRAAIERSBYEENKOMS

Deur Lou Coetzer

Vrouedag-Byeenkoms op Donderdag, 9 Augustus
Die draaiers het in Kobus Mostert se werksplek
vergader vir lekker gesels en saamwerk. Daarby kan
genoem word dat ons ook lekker gekuier en tydens
pouse heerlik aan Henriette se happies gesmul het.
Hoewel die huiswerk-oes skraal was (kyk die foto van
die huiswerkstukke), het ‘n paar draaiers dapper
pogings aangewend om ‘n dunwandige item te draai -

een van die klomp was dalk NET te dun, soos ons uit
die bewysstukke kon aflei.

Die Vrouedag-byeenkoms het, myns insiens, twee
hoogtepunte opgelewer. Die eerste was Alan
Crawford se verrassing. Hy het so begeesterd geraak
tydens At Smit se demo oor ovaal-draaiwerk, dat hy vir
hom ook ‘n kloukop gemaak het om so te kan draai.
Hy het sorgvuldig vir ons verduidelik hoe hy te werk
gegaan het om dit te bou, en op die koop toe selfs ‘n
kort video gewys van die werking daarvan op sy
draaibank. As bewys van sy sukses het Alan sy eerste
twee elliptiese stukke saamgebring (sien foto
daarvan), maar hy was baie beskeie daaroor hoewel
ons ander baie ge-oe en ge-aa het. Baie geluk Alan!

Die tweede hoogtepunt was toe Jack die manne in drie
groepe verdeel en ons Kobus se werksplek vir die
saamwerkstukke binnegeval het. Die uitdaging is aan
ons gestel om met drie afsonderlike stukke hout ‘n
praktiese item te skep. Die stukke moes sonder lym
geheg word en het kopkrap gekos om iets prakties te
ontwerp en uit die drie stukke hout te laat realiseer.
Dit was innoverende pret en die resultate heel
uiteenlopend soos in meegaande foto’s gesien kan
word. Selfs ons nuwe lid, Neil McKinnon, met relatief
min draai-ervaring, het lustig aan die kompetisie
deelgeneem en sy deel gedraai.

Soos met die vorige kompetisie waartydens
saamwerkstukke gedraai is, was daar hierdie keer ook
geen wenner nie en het al drie pogings eweveel punte
verwerf. Die gesellige byeenkoms is op ‘n hoogtepunt
afgesluit — daar moes dalk ook vroulike draaiers
deelgeneem het om die Vrouedag-byeenkoms te
regverdig.

Draaiershyeenkoms op Saterdag, 25 Augustus
Die amptelike byeenkoms is in die werksplek van
Carel van der Merwe gehou. Die winterweer het plek
gemaak vir heerlike warm lenteweer en die draaiers
het dit soos vanouds in ‘n groot getal bygewoon.
Anders as met die Vrouedag-byeenkoms, het daar ‘'n
tafel vol huiswerk-items gepryk — vanaf die kleinste
bakkie tot ‘n reuse Kamferhoutbak deur Johan
Labuschagne.

Na die twee Kobusse vir ons van hulle eerste
kennismaking met draaiwerk vertel het en van hul
oudste stukke gewys het, is Willie de Wet die
geleentheid gegee om ‘n nuwe hulpmiddel (‘gadget) te
demonstreer. Dit is ‘n self-beplande tipe kloukop
waarmee uit-senter-uit-draaiwerk (off centre turning)
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gedoen word. Met At Smit se hulp het Willie die
kloukop vervaardig en op die proef gestel. Dit het so
suksesvol gewerk dat Willie ‘n mooi Boekenhout-bak
se deksel daarmee kon versier. Dis lekker om met
sulke breinkrag in ons draaiersgroep geassosieer te
wees. Op hierdie manier leer ons baie.

Met al die administratiewe en ander sake afgehandel,
het Jack Munting die draaiers in groepe van vier
verdeel met die opdrag om ‘n huiswerk-item volgens
die kriteriums vir moeilikheidsgraad te bespreek en
daaraan ‘n punt toe te ken. Dit het fluks verloop met
almal wat met groter vrymoedigheid insette lewer.
Heelwat lede het aan my bevestig dat hulle die
oefening stimulerend en baie leersaam vind en dat dit
hulle help om met ander 0é na die kriteriums te kyk.

Né& pouse waartydens Marietjie, Carel se gade, ons
met heerlike verversings bederf het, is Carel self aan
die woord gestel om ons te vertel van ‘n draai-kursus
wat hy in Duitsland bygewoon het. Vooraf het hy eers
‘n kort greep uit die video van Stuart Mortimer aan ons
vertoon waarin gewys is hoe ‘n draaier in Marakesh,
Marokko skaakstukke met ‘n boog-draaibank en ‘n
skuinsbeitel gedraai het. Dit was ongelooflik om te
sien hoe die man met sy regterhand die aandrywing
voorsien, met sy linkerhand die beitel beheer en met
sy voet die beitel ondersteun en help rig. Absoluut
merkwaardig, veral as in aanmerking geneem word
hoe ons met “moderne” toerusting sukkel om ‘n
skuinsbeitel suksesvol te gebruik — aldus At Smit.

Carel se demo was ook iets besonders en ons het baie
geleer. Die kursus wat hy bygewoon het, het
hoofsaaklik gekonsentreer op die uitkies en draai van
nat hout en dan ook besondere metodes gebruik om
die nat hout te kleur. Met so baie inligting wat hy moes
oordra, sal hy dit dalk ‘n keer of wat moet herhaal voor
alles by ons ingesink het.

Huiswerkstukke om van te kus en te keur. Johan

se groot bak verdwerg die meeste ander stukke

[

e mooi pot met sy uit-sente
deksel

Carel wys di resultaat van ‘n kleur-tegniek wat hy
op ‘n eikehout-pot toegepas het

AWSA Symposium
The wheels are turning and a date has been set for the
Symposium; 21 to 24 September (Long week end).
The location will be the Technical College in Thornton
(Pinelands/Goodwood area). Further detail available
from Lou Coetzer.
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Draaiers/Turners: Sept Vergadering/Meeting
Ons volgende byeenkoms is op Maandag,
24 September om 09:00 in die werksplek van Kobus
Mostert. Sy huisadres is Pauline Spruijtstraat 389,
Garsfontein. Die huiswerk vir daardie byeenkoms is ‘n
gegroefde bak 6f ‘n langsteelvaas 6f enige ander
draaistuk van jou eie keuse.

Our next meeting is on Monday, 24 September at
09:00 in the workshop of Kobus Mostert. His address
is 389 Pauline Spruijt Street, Garsfontein. The
homework for that meeting is a fluted bowl, or a long
stemmed vase or any other turned item of your choice.

Knysna Woodworkers Festival
Knysnawoodworkers.co.za is proud to be hosting the
Knysna Woodworkers Festival in Knysna from 29
September to 6 October 2012.

The Knysna Woodworkers Festival will be officially
launched at the Knysna Yacht Club on 29/30
September with a Celebration of Wooden Boats — and
then from 1 to 6 October to showcase the world of
wood. The Festival will continue at the beautiful
grounds of Timber Village, Welbedacht Lane, Knysna,
situated in the heart of the Garden Route. For further
updated detail see www.knysnawoodworkers.co.za

Contact Paul Roberts for a detailed programme of
events.

Website

The website now includes a Library page where
various Woodworking references are listed and where
these documents can be consulted/borrowed.
Members are encouraged also to make contributions
to this activity.

We have 13 members who do not have computer and
Internet facilities. It is suggested that they from time to
time ask their children/grandchildren/friends to log into
the site with them and browse through the wealth of
interesting information on the website. For instance
have you looked through the current version of
“Where to Find It”?

Denis Lock has just informed me that he now has a
website which is devoted to his routing activities.
Denis is well-known to WWAP and has made several
presentations to us on the topic of routing. Visit this
interesting website: www.routingwithdenis.co.za .

July Monthly Meeting

By Neville Comins

Aids and Gadgets Evening

Every woodworker knows that to accomplish many
tasks in the workshop, one needs to develop
specialised jigs, aids and gadgets to simplify
operations and improve accuracy, repeatability and
safety of operations. Often, it is this ingenuity in
designing and constructing such systems that can
save so much time and produce better results. Thus it
is with great anticipation that we attended our
Association’s annual “Aids and Gadgets evening” as
one of the really important monthly events. To add a
little spice, each member contributing his device is
given the opportunity to describe its purpose and
operations, and the audience judges these to award
prizes to the top three.

Our 2012 evening, like many before, generated 29
examples and provided a forum for many discussions
and lots of interaction between the members.

Some of the most interesting items included:

e From Willie de Wet, a lathe jig, providing a
platform for a router, which could produce perfect
cylinders and/or symmetrical flats on the work
piece. This was shown to be vital to accurately
generate blanks for segmented turned items, as
demonstrated by a superb example.

e Alan Crawford had a problem finishing a number
of ‘doughnut’ shaped turnings due to the difficulty
of holding them in the lathe. He developed a
vacuum chuck as well as a rotating vacuum seal
capable of operating at the correct speeds and
discussed ways of sealing the work piece onto
the device.

e Dries du Toit demonstrated a versatile router jig
for setting up multiple mortise and tenon joints
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and their manufacture. He also demonstrated a
simple but elegant solution to level clamps in
order to facilitate quality assembly.

Douglas Lock, already known for a number of
specialist jigs, demonstrated the fitment of a top
bearing to a router dovetail bit, and then how to
build jigs to use this for half-blind dovetails
designed for drawer making.

At Smit, renowned for its turning expertise,
showed a ‘Carver's vice’ able to take a lathe
chuck directly to allow items to be held while
embellishing and decorating. He also showed a
modified machinist’s vice able to slide on his
band saw’s table mitre-fence groove.

Paul Roberts showed slides of his modifications
to a Wood Rat to allow an electronic scale
adjustment to be fitted. This is being used on the
finger joints for the display case being made by
the Cabinet Maker's Group. He also showed his
precision flush edge routing jig which has many
uses in the workshop.

Both Leon Wolmarans and Neville Comins had
experienced the challenges of accurately setting
up a 450 lock mitre joint bit on a router table for
the required horizontal and vertical cuts. They
both demonstrated router fences with precision
adjustments to provide the setup accuracy
needed. Leon also showed a tool developed for
internal sanding of deep hollow turned items.
Klaas Coetzee showed a sliding jig for a table
saw using precision drawer slides to provide
smooth movement.

Willie Marneweck, who has been experimenting
with wooden clock designs and making some
beautiful examples, showed a lathe jig for gear
cutting.

Charlie Letsoalo, well-known for his turning of
pepper mills, has a specific range requiring
accurate positioned laminations of different
horizontal segments. To ensure correct alignment
during clamping, he showed an elegant solution
with a metal frame which simplifies gluing
considerably.

After serious discussion the members selected the
three items which most impressed and the prizes were
awarded to Douglas Lock (1st), Neville Comins (2nd)

and Alan Crawford (3rd).
| am sure that many of us have learned some new

‘tricks of the trade’ and will also be building some of
these jigs to assist in future projects. Such evenings
again show the depth of knowledge and skills within

our membership, and the spirit of sharing that was very
clear. Selected photographs of the evening events are
shown below.

Dovetail jig by Douglas Lock

Precision router fence by Neville Comins
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Vacuum chuck by Alan Crawford

Pieter Nel Toy Challenge

During the meeting Pieter Nel challenged all
Association members to produce one toy for the
New Hope School learners which we will display at the
Exhibition and hand over to the school on the day.
The Internet is full of many designs. We have almost
120 members so we should be able to make some
wonderful toys for this worthy cause.

We have consulted with the New Hope School and

they have the following specific suggestions:

»  Big building blocks (50 mm module).

»  Pieces of wood to make stamps with different
patterns on it by glueing on cloth, etc. Size
60x60x30.

*  Wooden boxes to store toys 750x500x400h;

»  Basic counting frames (abacus) 10 rows of
wooden beads with 10 beads per row;

*  Arocking horse.

e Aninstrument for the spastic kids, to help them to
exercise their muscles. It is something from
Australia. See picture below. Paul Roberts has
further detail.

«  Atoy for the boys with a steering wheel at the
one end and a small wheel at the other end.

Exercising toy

Cabinet Makers
By Paul Roberts

The Cabinet Makers decided to visit the ERWA Spring
Fair on 1 September. We were warmly welcomed by
our East Rand Colleagues. Several of our members
such as At Smit, Milty Sauerman, Piet Smith, Charlie
Letsoalo and Alexander Wildervanck participated in
the Exhibition. We used the occasion to advertise our
forthcoming Exhibition and were also able to gain a
few more suppliers who will participate in our event.

Charlie demonstrating

Some of the WWAP attendees
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Hobby-X Midrand
By Paul Roberts

We set the objective at the start of the year to
participate in Hobby-X Midrand from 6 to 9 September
as it would provide an ideal opportunity for publicity of
our Annual Exhibition. | would like to express my
sincere appreciation to the following members who
participated in the event and made it so successful: At
Smit, Kobus Mostert, Jack Munting, Don Moody, Philip
Botha (and his wife Anne-Marie), Piet Smith, Charlie
Letsoalo, Klaas Coetzee, Alexander Wildervanck (and
Bram van de Minkelis and Karstens Snyders from his
works). Eddie Marchio from the Witwatersrand
Woodworkers’ Association also demonstrated.

The various items on display generated great interest
and the turning and router demonstrations attracted
much attention. We were able to hand out a large
number of flyers advertising the Exhibition and
recruited several new members. In addition several of
our members sold their products.

Alxander Wildervanck and Bram vn de Minkelis

Editorial
Interim Editor: Paul Roberts
4 Assisted by: Gawie Geyer
ated by At’s demonstration E-Mail: paul.roberts@ptawoodworkers.com
Tel: 084 5152773

Children fas
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