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Editorial 
Errata: At Smit asked that the statement in the July 
2012 Tambotie regarding elliptical turners be 
corrected.  It appears as if there are only three such 
turners in South Africa but many more in the whole 
world.  This does not diminish At’s prominence in our 
view! Ed. 
 
 

Program for August/September 

• Saturday, 25 August at 09h00 
Turners at the workshop of Carel van 
der Merwe 

 

• Wednesday, 29 August at 18h00 
Monthly meeting at the new Plant 
Sciences Building, University of 
Pretoria (see website for a map): The 
topic for the evening will be Aids and 
Gadgets. 

 

• Saturday, 1 September Cabinet 
Makers visit ERWA Woodwork Fair 

 

• Monday, 24 September (Holiday) 
Turners.  Venue to be determined. 

 

• Wednesday, 26 September at 18h00 
Monthly meeting at the new Plant 
Sciences Building, University of 
Pretoria (see website for a map): The 
topic for the evening will be Project 
Plank. Spouses welcome. 

 

 

 

From the Chair:  by Paul Roberts 
Our Annual Exhibition is fast approaching and your 
Committee is now in top gear in making the necessary 
arrangements.  We know that we can rely on the 
membership to provide the necessary support.  The 
Duty List was circulated at the last monthly meeting 
and will be circulated to all members as well as there 
are still a number of vacant positions. 
 
Publicity regarding the event is key to a successful 
function and here too members play a vital role.  We 
will be requesting the membership to distribute the 
flyers and posters at pre-determined places and also 
to circulate the flyer electronically to family and friends. 
 
The attendance of members of the Exhibition is also 
critical - last year only about 50% of our members 
attended and we hope that this year this figure will be 
much higher. 
 

Aids and Gadgets: 29 August 
For Aids & Gadgets we invite every member to bring 
and demonstrate to us any type of gadget that you 
have made and are using in your workshop to help 
with your woodwork.  This way we may learn from one 
another in creating short cuts and getting a job done 
much easier and smarter.  Don’t decide prematurely 
that your gadget will not be of interest to anyone. 
Come and show it to us.  Prizes for the best three 
entries!  We would also like to display a selection of 
these entries at our Exhibition.  
 
The Management Committee has also decided to 
extend the scope of Aids & Gadgets.  Some items may 
not be transportable and entries in this case can be 
submitted electronically by means of a few pictures or 
drawings.  Please inform the Chairman of such entries 
before the time. 
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Project Plank 2012: 26 September 
We would like every member to take part in this 
activity.  For our new members the following 
explanation: Project Plank is a project in which 
members are challenged to produce some article (free 
choice) made from a plank of a certain size.  The size 
for this year will be a plank that measures 38 x 250 x 
1 000 mm – or a block of about 9.5 litres for the 
turners. Although this is the maximum size, smaller 
sizes may also be used and are all welcome.  Try to 
restrict your project to one type of wood. However, you 
may use more than one type of wood if the design 
necessitates it.  Therefore, open up your mind and let 
your creativity run free to generate innovative idea.  
Prizes and certificates for the best three entries!  
The best time to start with your project is right now.  
The Project Plank items will be displayed at our Annual 
Exhibition. We extend a special invitation to 
spouses/ partners to attend the evening which 
promises to be fun and of great interest. 
 

2012 Programme 
• 29 August - Aids and Gadgets 

• 1 September - ERWA Woodworking Show 

• 6-9 September - Hobby-X Midrand 

• 21-24 September - AWSA Cape Town 

• 26 September - Project Plank 

• 29/9-6/10 - Knysna Woodworkers’ Festival 

• 13 October - WWAP Exhibition 

• 10 November - Annual Braai at the UP 
Experimental Farm (Proefplaas) 

 

DRAAIERSBYEENKOMS  
Deur Jack Munting 
Saterdag 21 Julie het die draaiersgroep weereens 
hulle maandelikse byeenkoms gehad en is baie rojaal 
deur Alta en Francois onthaal – hartlik dank vir die 
gebruik van jou werkswinkel en fasiliteite Francois en 
Alta vir die heerlike smulgoed!  Oor die 20 lede het 
bymekaar gekom vir ‘n lekker, leersame geselligheid. 
 
Na verskeie aankondigings wat nodig was het Willie de 
Wet ons gewys hoe hy ‘n ovaal vles draai met ‘n 
gewone kloukop en draaibank – baie indrukwekkend 
en interessant.  Het hy ook ‘n paar aspekte daarvan 
beklemtoon waar veral op gelet moet word om so ‘n 
projek suksesvol te voltooi. 
 

 
Willie de Wet demonstrating his laminating press 

 
Anton en Thys het ook van hul oudste draaistukke wat 
nog op skool gedraai was aan ons gewys en 
verduidelik hoe dinge in daardie dae gedoen was. Die 
stukke was dus tussen 40 en 50 jaar oud – amper 
antieke artikels.  Dit is verbasend hoeveel van ons 
draaiers ons belang in houtdraaiwerk op skool 
aangeleer het. 
 
Towards the end of 2011 the turners decided they 
wanted to review the procedure and criteria for judging 
turned items.  A committee was chosen to look into the 
matter and come up with suggestions.  After several 
months of hard work they came forward with their 
ideas which will shortly appear on our website.  The 
suggested procedure and criteria are of course not 
cast in stone and constructive criticism and comments 
can be sent to Jack Munting (jmun@oostvallei.co.za ) 
and will be welcomed.  In order to give turners the 
opportunity to familiarise themselves with the criteria 
and to give them some insight into the complications of 
judging turned items, it has been decided to give them 
the opportunity to do so for the next few months.  This 
month the criterion looked at was “Craftsmanship”.  
We were divided into groups of three and each group 
was given a copy of the criteria, asked to select a 
homework piece to look at critically, allocate a mark 
and then tell the rest of us what mark was allocated 
and why.  This went down very well with some 
entertaining comments by Anton Lourens.  
 
After tea and the usual socialising members were 
given the opportunity to test and practise their turning 
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skills on a piece of S A Pine mounted cross grain 
between centres. It soon became apparent that one 
requires a very sharp chisel, very light cuts and 
tackling the job by shear cutting from the side of the 
timber in order to prevent tear-out.  Some of the results 
were so good that hardly any sanding would be 
required before applying a finish. 
 

 
“Wow- how does he do that?” 

 

 
Fine shavings 

 
Finally we were reminded that Hobby-X would take 
place in September at Midrand and that we shall be 
asked to assist there again.  Further details to follow 
later. 
 

Draaiers/Turners: Aug Vergadering/Meeting 
Ons volgende byeenkoms is op Saterdag, 25 
Augustus om 09:00 in die werksplek van Carel van 
der Merwe. Sy adres is Matroosbergweg 31, Ashlea 
Gardens.  
 
Our next meeting is on Saturday, 25 August at 09:00 
in the workshop of Carel van der Merwe. His address 
is 31 Matroosberg Road, Ashlea Gardens.  

 
 
 

AWSA Symposium 
The wheels are turning and a date has been set for the 
Symposium; 21 to 24 September (Long week end).  
The location will be the Technical College in Thornton 
(Pinelands/Goodwood area). Further detail available 
from Lou Coetzer . 

 
 

Knysna Woodworkers Festival 
Knysnawoodworkers.co.za is proud to be hosting the 
Knysna Woodworkers Festival in Knysna from 29 
September – 6 October 2012. 
 
The Knysna Woodworkers Festival will be officially 
launched at the Knysna Yacht Club on 29/30 
September with a Celebration of Wooden Boats – and 
then from 1 – 6 October, to showcase the world of 
wood. The Festival will continue in the beautiful 
grounds of Timber Village, Welbedacht Lane, Knysna, 
situated in the heart of the Garden Route.  For further 
updated detail see www.knysnawoodworkers.co.za  

 

Website 
The website now includes a Library page where 
various Woodworking references are listed and where 
these documents can be consulted/borrowed.  
Members are encouraged also to make contributions 
to this activity.   
 

 
Woodwork references 

 
We have 13 members who do not have computer and 
Internet facilities.  It is suggested that they from time to 
time ask their children/grandchildren/friends to log into 
the site with them and browse through the wealth of 
interesting information on the website.  For instance 
have you scanned through the current version of 
“Where to Find it”? 
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July Monthly Meeting 
By Neville Comins 
 

Turners’ and Cabinet Makers’ Evening 
 
Turners’ Group 
The evening presented an opportunity for all members 
to hear more about the activities of the two active 
WWAP Interest Groups which meet regularly to focus 
on their special interests of woodturning and cabinet 
making respectively. 
 
The Turners’ Group started with a display of some 
superb pieces showing both the technical skills as well 
as artistic abilities of its members, with some examples 
shown below.  For those of us who have yet to 
discover the finer points of turning, we were left with a 
feeling of awe at the intricacy and quality achieved. 
 

 
Turners’ display 

 
To illustrate a different dimension, Willie de Wet 
focused on the design and construction of ‘Wall 
Decorations’. As an introduction to the subject Willie 
reviewed different types of decorations made from 
wood, metal and combinations. Although, as expected, 
our members focused predominantly on wood as the 
medium.  Although the trusty lathe is a fundamental 
tool, these wall decorations often require extensive 
routing, cutting, ‘Dremel-work’, pyrotechnics, texturing 

and colouring to add the desired features.  Examples 
of turned pieces by expert turners such as Rolly 
Munro, Stuart Mortimer, Nick Arnell, Phil Irons and 
Butch Smuts illustrated how similar techniques are 
used in more advanced turned items as well. 
 
The scene was then set to illustrate the scope of wall 
decorations by also reviewing some further 
spectacular international examples form Nick Agar, 
Craig Kassan, and locally by Butch Smuts.  Further 
examples using metal, and those made by wood 
carvers, and other artists illustrated the wide spectrum 
of opportunities created by such wall decorations.  This 
provided the background for Willie to present his own 
work.  He showed a variety of pieces combining 
techniques and designs used by some of the 
international craftsmen, but always reflecting Willie’s 
own style to produce some inspiring pieces, some of 
which are illustrated below. 
 

 
Willie’s Wall Decoration 

 

 
Willie’s Wall Decoration 

 
It was clear that Willie is not only a superb turner, but a 
truly creative person who can produce wall decorations 
which would compete with any of the examples of 
others he quoted.  Once again, it shows the true 
talents we have amongst our members of WWAP. 
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Cabinet Makers’ Group 
The Cabinet Makers’ Group had not presented to a 
Members’ Meeting for some two years and Klaas 
Coetzee and Paul Roberts provided everyone with an 
overview of the key objectives of the Group, and 
examples of subjects discussed at their regular 
monthly meetings. 
 

 
Klaas introducing the Cabinet Makers’ Group 

 
The core focus of the Group is to share and enhance 
knowledge and to improve techniques through 
networking and training by example.  The meetings are 
thus held in different member’s workshops where the 
selected theme is presented and ‘show and tell’ 
demonstrations are held.  This is followed on each 
occasion by wide-ranging discussions and sharing of 
experience.  The Group has established an informal 
atmosphere where both experienced and new players 
can participate. 
 
Paul introduced some of the typical meeting topics 
such as: 

• Joints - where the cabinet maker’s skill is to 
know what joints to use and how to make them 
(quoting the late Brian Addis).  Obviously, topics 
of this nature also cover the optimum use of a 
range of tools and jigs, many of which are original 
and conceived for the purpose.  

• Many of the meetings relate to Techniques: 
o Routing – Being such a versatile tool a 

number of unique applications have been 
explored including the inserts to replace 
knots, precision finishing of edging, finger 
joints using an upgraded WoodRat, etc. 

o Inlays and Veneering – Alexander 
Wildervanck demonstrated both the 
processes and design aspects during a visit 
to his factory. 

o Spray finishing – Those who have tried 
these techniques know how difficult it 

becomes , especially with complex pieces 
and results are very operator dependent.  
This meeting provides the opportunity to see 
how spraying can be done and to be able to 
ask all those unanswered questions. 

o Wooden Clock making – This involved Willie 
Marneweck’s experience of precision 
machining of complex gears with new 
techniques such as laser cutting and 
precision water jet cutting. He also described 
the basics of clock design and the detail of his 
specific clocks, a great combination of 
engineering and woodwork. 

o Wood bending 
o Planing 
o Sawing and bandsaws 
o Sharpening  
o Glues and glueing 

• Safety in the Workshop – This is a field of great 
importance and the particular meeting focussed 
on Dust Control and the different types of 
equipment and layouts. 

 
A recent addition to the activities is that of Restoration 
which is becoming an increasingly important 
requirement for Group Members.  Issues already 
discussed at meetings include chair refurbishment and 
repair methods, as well as refinishing methods. 

 
Some of the techniques which were presented are 
shown in the illustrations below. 

 

 
Inlays and veneering 
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Wooden clocks 

 

 
Sharpening 

 
The nucleus of the members regularly attending the 
Group Meetings has been growing steadily over the 
past year.  Klaas encouraged other members who 
have not yet become involved with the Group to join up 
and add their experience to the discussions. 
 

Pieter Nel Toy Challenge 
During the meeting Pieter Nel challenged all 
Association members to produce one toy for the 
New Hope School children which we will display at the 
Exhibition and hand over to the school on the day.  
The Internet is full of many designs.  We have almost 
120 members so we should be able to make some 
wonderful toys for this worthy cause. 
 

Cabinet Makers 
By Paul Roberts 
Some sixteen Cabinet Makers gathered in 
Dries du Toit’s neat workshop for an interesting event.  
Visiting another workshop is always instructive.  Dries 
has mounted several of his working cabinets on 
castors and developed a novel way of holding them in 

position to provide a stable working surface.  The topic 
for the day revolved around the construction of a 
Morris Chair and included: 

• Design; 

• Jointing; 

• Resawing of boards with a band saw; 

• Lamination of wood for curved elements; and 

• Application and usage of Google SketchUp 
for drawings of components, etc. 

 
The design of the chairs that Dries is constructing 
came from Fine Woodworking, June 2009, No 205, 
pages 32-39 and all the imperial dimensions were 
converted into metric units.  The arms of the chair are 
bowed and made from laminated wood.  Dries is still 
learning to use SketchUp and this feature was beyond 
his current drawing skills hence the plane arms! 

 
Morris Chair 

The chair contains a large number of mortise and 
tenon joints and Dries elected to use rather “loose” or 
“floating” tenons.  He consulted Denis Lock regarding 
a suitable jig shown below which he constructed.  
Contact Paul Roberts if you require further detail about 
this jig.  The tenons are easily machined and are 
provided with two grooves on each side to aid with 
glue squeeze. 

 
Mortising jig 
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Dries demonstrated the application of the jig which is 
clamped in a vise for long and short items. 
 

 
Routing the mortise 

 
The 25 mm thick bowed arms of the chair are formed 
from four laminations.  Dries resawed the wood on his 
band saw using a Starrett 19 mm 3 tpi blade.  A 
discussion about the problems of glueing the 
components revealed that one should have an 
assistant to speed up the process before the glue sets.  
A bowed MDF lower mould was made and the 
laminations clamped to it to form the segments. 
 

 
Resawing on a band saw 

 

After a pleasant refreshment break, Dries 
demonstrated the application of SketchUp to 
woodwork.  Various books and videos are available to 
assist one in the learning process.  An essential 
feature to learn is how to use the “Component” feature 
as all cabinet making is essentially one of components 
fitted together with suitable joints.  A separate freeware 
programme called “maxcut” is available to determine a 
cut list but has the disadvantage that the dimensions of 
the components have to be entered in and not 
downloaded from SketchUp.  Ed A Google search 
revealed that there are freeware cut list plug-ins for 
SketchUp – Google “Cut list SketchUp”. 
 

 
Dries demonstrating SketchUp 

 

Cabinet Makers September Meeting 
The next meeting will be held in the form of a Group 
Excursion to the ERWA Woodwork Show on 
Saturday, 1 September.  Shared transport will be 
arranged.  Contact Paul Roberts if you wish to attend 
with the Group. 

 
 

Illusions 
Ben Espach sent a number of these illusions which we 
will use as “white gap” filler. 
 
7. Strange construction 
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Contribution from Dries du Toit from an 
appropriate birthday card: 
 
You know you’re a woodworker if/when: 
1. You can’t sleep because you know in the morning 
you will finish your most challenging project yet. 
2. At least half the vacation photos are of trees and the 
wood panelling from the cruise ship. 
3. You wake from a dream about building a project and 
go out to the shop to write down the dream and start 
pulling the wood, and then go back to bed. 
4. You dream about tools, sometimes even daydream. 
5. You buy a double wheel grinder to sharpen.  Then 
you buy a slow speed grinder to sharpen.  Then you 
buy glass plates and sticky sandpaper to sharpen. 
Then you buy Norton water stones and Veritas jigs to 
sharpen. Then you buy a WorkSharp 3000 to sharpen. 
And you don’t feel bad about any of it. 
 

 
 
 

Editorial 
Interim Editor: Paul Roberts 
Assisted by: Gawie Geyer 
E-Mail:  paul.roberts@ptawoodworkers.com   
Tel:  084 515 2773 

 


