NUUSBRIEF VAN DIE HOUTWERKVERENIGING YAN PRETORIA

le

NEWSLETTER OF THE WOODWORKING ASSOCIATION OF PRETORIA

www.ptawoodwor ker s.com

July 2012

Julie 2012

Editorial

We are still looking for material to publish in Tambotie.
| really appreciate the contributions from several
members. | have been trying to get the Newsletter out
a little sooner than that in the recent past. My aim is to
have it ready for circulation just after the Cabinet
Makers Meeting of the relevant month.

Programme for July/August

o  Saturday, 21 July at 09h00. Turners
Venue Workshop of Francois van Wyk.

*  Wednesday, 25 July at 18h00
Monthly meeting at the new Plant
Sciences Building, University of
Pretoria (see website for a map): The
topic for the evening will be a
combined evening by the Turners &
Cabinet Makers Interest Groups.

e Thursday, 9 August at 09h00
Turners. Topic and venue to be
announced.

e  Saturday, 11 August at 09h00
Cabinet Makers. Venue Workshop of
Dries Du Toit. Topic: Construction of a
Morris chair and application of Sketch-
Up.

e Wednesday, 29 August at 18h00
Monthly meeting at the new Plant
Sciences Building, University of
Pretoria (see website for a map): The
topic for the evening will be Aids and
Gadgets.

From the Chair: by Paul Roberts

We are now in the second part of the year — can you
believe how time has flown! The sun has turned and
despite the cold weather we have promises of warmer
weather to come. We approach a number of important
events in this part of the year including the build-up
towards our Annual Exhibition. We wish to
encourage all members to participate in one way or the
other. We shall be approaching the membership in
this regard in the next few months.

He who works with his hands is a labourer, he who
works with his hands and his head is a craftsman, he
who works with his hands, his head and his heart is an
artist (St Francis of Assisi) Submitted by Reinald
Bohringer.

Aids and Gadgets: 29 August

For Aids & Gadgets we invite every member to bring
and demonstrate to us any type of gadget that you
have made and are using in your workshop to help
with your woodwork. This way we may learn from one
another in creating short cuts and getting a job done
much easier. Don’t decide prematurely that your
gadget will not be of interest to anyone. Come and
show it to us. Prizes for the best three entries! We
would also like to display a selection of these entries at
our Exhibition.

The Management Committee has also decided to
extend the scope of Aids & Gadgets. Some items may
not be transportable and entries in this case can be
submitted in electronic form by means of a few
pictures or drawings. Please inform the Chairman of
such entries before the time.

Project Plank 2012: 26 September

We would like every member to take part in this
activity. For our new members the following
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explanation: Project Plank is a project in which
members are challenged to produce some article (free
choice) made from a plank of a certain size. The size
for this year will be a plank that measures 38 x 250 x

1 000 mm - or a block of about 9.5 litres for the
turners. Although this is the maximum size, smaller
sizes may also be used and are all welcome. Try to
restrict your project to one type of wood. However, you
may use more than one type of wood if the design
necessitates it. Therefore, open up your mind and let
your creativity run free to generate innovative idea.
Prizes and certificates for the best three entries!
The best time to start with your project is right now.
The Project Plank items will be displayed at our Annual
Exhibition. We extend a special invitation to
spouses/ partners to attend the evening which
promises to be fun and of great interest.

2012 Programme
o 29 August - Aids and Gadgets
» 1 September - ERWA Woodworking Show
* 6-9 September - Hobby-X Midrand
o 21-24 September - AWSA Cape Town
» 26 September - Project Plank
e 29/9-6/10 - Knysna Woodworkers’ Festival
* 13 October - WWAP Exhibition
* 10 November - Annual Braai at the UP
Experimental Farm (Proefplaas)

DRAAIERSBYEENKOMS

Deur Lou Coetzer

Die vakansiedag (Jeugdag) en winterweer ten spyt,
het meer as 30 draaiers by At Smit se werksplek vir
ons maandelikse byeenkoms opgedaag. Almal het

agterna bevestig dit was ‘n wonderlike en leersame
byeenkoms. Meer hieroor aan die einde van hierdie
kort verslag.

Die byeenkoms het afgeskop met ‘n paar mededelings
deur lede. Andrew Bourke het begin deur te vertel
hoeveel internet-besoeke hy onlangs op sy ‘blog’ gekry
het. Dit dui beslis op belangstelling van buite ons
vereniging. Leon Wolmarans het die neiging bevestig
en genoem dat die teller by ons vereniging se webblad
'n relatief hoé besoekerstempo aandui. Leon het ook
gevra dat lede met interessante boeke, tydskrifte,
artikels en DVD's oor draaiwerk hom kan laat weet
sodat die titels daarvan op die vereniging se webblad
geplaas word vir draaiers wat na spesifieke
onderwerpe soek om te lees of te kopieer. Met Piet
Smith terug vanuit die Suid-Kaap, het hy groete van n
bekende, naamlik Dave Stephenson, oorgedra wat ons

almal nooi na hulle ‘Festival’ vanaf 29 September tot 6
Oktober. Skakel met Piet vir meer inligting hieroor.
Willie de Wet het hierdie deel van die byeenkoms
afgesluit met ‘n vertelling van ‘n klompie Jakaranda-
lampstaanders vir sy niggie in Natal, wat met asyn en
staalwol gekleur word. Heel innoverend en interessant.

Dit is opgevolg met kort vertellings deur Johan
Labuschagne en Leon Wolmarans oor hul oudste
draaistukke. Dit was baie interessant om te luister na
die oorsprong en geskiedenis van elkeen van die
stukke. Johan se ‘gelamineerde’ bakkie kom uit sy
hoérskooldae terwyl Leon se bakkie, ook ‘n
skoolprojek, nog die tipiese gate wys wat afkomstig is
van die hegting op ‘n viakplaat (faceplate).

Onder hulpmiddels (Aids & Gadgets) was dit slegs ons
gasheer, At Smit en Jack Munting, wat items aan ons
voorgehou het. lemand het weereens die bekende
vraag/versoek opgehaal: Kan hierdie interessante en
baie praktiese wenke nie in ‘n dokument opgeneem
word vir latere naslaan en geheue-verfrissing nie?
Enigiemand wat hiervoor sy/haar dienste aanbied?

Die huiswerk het ‘n bonte verskeidenheid opgelewer -
elkeen mooier en beter afgewerk as die volgende, en
elkeen van interessanter hout as die volgende - van
die piepkleinste houtringe van At Smit tot die reuse
pepermeul van Piet Smith en Charlie Letsoalo. Vir die
gebruiklike bespreking van die stukke is die teen-
woordiges in groepe van 3 of 4 verdeel en moes elke
groep self ‘n draaistuk kies, volgens sy visuele impak
beoordeel, ‘n konsensuspunt toeken en daardie punt in
die vergadering verdedig. Talle van die lede het
agterna beklemtoon dat hierdie oefening ‘n mens die
geleentheid bied om die kriteriums beter te verstaan
en makliker toe te pas. Tog het dit geblyk dat sommige
terme in die kriteriums nie kristalhelder en duidelik is
nie en weer oor besin sal moet word. Daar is ook
beklemtoon dat die kriteriums nie in beton gegiet is
nie, maar voort-durend geskuur en geskaaf moet word
om dit verder te verfyn.

Né& pouse het At Smit aan die beurt gekom, en watter
belewenis was dit nie. Hy het ingewillig om, na vele
versoeke, weer vir ons die teorie rondom elliptiesdraai
te verduidelik en dit dan op sy manjefieke groot
draaibank te demonstreer. Die klomp draaiers het
behoorlik aan sy lippe gehang en elke woord ingedrink
en elke beweging of illustrasie gefotografeer. Talle
lede het hierdie tipe draaiwerk nou vir die eerste keer
gesien en van kennis geneem. Gelukkig het At vooraf
‘n stuk gedeeltelik ellipties gedraai en gedeeltelik
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uitgehol, sodat mens die effek van die nie-silindriese
draaiwerk baie duidelik kon waarneem. Daarby het hy
'n paar voltooide vase gehad wat ellipties gedraai is en
kon ons die finale produkte bekyk en bewonder.
Tydens die bespreking het dit geblyk dat daar, vanweé
die hoé moeilikheidsgraad, tans (dalk?) nog drie
draaiers in die hele wéreld is wat elliptiese draaiwerk
beoefen. At is egter die enigste beoefenaar in Suid-
Afrika en die trots van ons vereniging.

Op daardie hoé noot is nog ‘n interessante en baie
leersame draaiersbyeenkoms afgesluit. Sommige lede
het doelbewus daardie Saterdag-middag laat by
volgende afsprake opgedaag, net om nie iets wat At
sou sé of wys, mis te loop nie. Hoewel baie vir At met
die demo gekomplimenteer het, het die meeste darem
onthou om vir Louise ook dankie te sé vir die
verversings.

Draaiers/Turners: Aug Vergadering/Meeting
Ons volgende byeenkoms is op Saterdag, 21 Julie
om 09:00 in die werksplek van Francois van Wyk. Sy
adres is 33ste Laan 330, Villieria. Die huiswerk vir
daardie byeenkoms is ‘n gesegmenteerde stuk of
enige ander draaistuk van jou eie keuse.

Our next meeting is on Saturday, 21 July at 09:00 in
the workshop of Francois van Wyk. His address is
330 33rd Avenue, Villieria. The homework for that
meeting is a segmented item or any other turned item
of your choice.

Die verskeidenheid onder die draai-items is
duidelik met At Smit se drie elliptiese vase baie
prominent regs agter en Johan se besonderse
kamferhout-pot links voor.

Andrew Bourke prepared an excellent document with
photographs on At’s elliptical turning. The document
will be placed on our website under “Articles”. Ed

At Smit besig om sy groot masjien vir die
demonstrasie ‘op te start’.

i N
Die elliptiese vaas begin vorm aanneem - ‘n foto
laat nie reg geskied aan die vernuf van die draaier
nie.

AWSA Symposium
The wheels are turning and a date has been set for the
Symposium; 21 to 24 September (Long week end).
The location will be the Technical College in Thornton
(Pinelands/Goodwood area). Detail to follow.

Knysna Woodworkers Festival
Knysnawoodworkers.co.za is proud to be hosting the
Knysna Woodworkers Festival to be held in Knysna
from 29 September — 6 October 2012.

The Knysna Woodworkers Festival will be officially
launched at the Knysna Yacht Club on 29/30
September with a Celebration of Wooden Boats — and
then from 1 — 6 October, to showcase the world of
wood. The Festival will continue in the beautiful
grounds of Timber Village, Welbedacht Lane, Knysna,
situated in the heart of the Garden Route. For further
updated detail see www.knysnawoodworkers.co.za
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Website

| wish to suggest that members include a reference to
our website in their e-mail signatures. We have added
to our membership and commissioned work via this
facility. We are still looking for good photographs for
the Gallery Pages. Send them to Webmaster Leon.

June Monthly Meeting

By Paul Roberts

At the start of the meeting Chairman Paul Roberts
handed over a letter of commendation and an
honorariam to Webmaster Leon Wolmarans for the
outstanding work that he had done in connection with
the website. The letter read as follows:

The Management Committee of the Woodworking
Association of Pretoria wishes to acknowledge your
sterling efforts in revamping the Association’s website
and migrating it successfully to a local service
provider. The large number of hits which are received
each month are testimony enough of its effectiveness.
We enclose a token of our appreciation for all you
have done for the Association in this regard.

Leon Wolmarans

We were priviledged to have Denis Lock from ERWA
giving us his presentation on the building of router
tables. Denis is an expert on routing, gives excellent
courses on the subject and is a frequent contributer in
Home Handyman. For further information on courses
contact Denis on 011-616-6576.

Denis has kindly provided us with a pdf file (1.85MB)
which sets out his presentation. Please contact me
(Paul Roberts) if you require a copy. Denis also
provides tuition on the subject and also sells various
components or the full table.

Denis emphasised that it was unnecessary to
purchase a commercial router table as most have

serious shortcomings. They are normally over-
designed, under-engineered and over-priced. There
are three attributes which are important namely:

e Simple

« Straight

«  Strong.

Two types of router tables were presented:
*  Simple and cheap table
¢ More complex and versatile

Some desirable and essential features are:

» Dedicated router preferably 12"

*  Above-table bit changing

»  Above-table height adjustment

»  Speed control essential

e Extra %’ collet desirable (do not use a
reducing sleeve)

»  The table top should not have any mitre
gauge slots and must have the facility of
being able to clamp fences etc all round the
periphery with a clamping overlap of at least
60 mm.

At present the Triton 1400W and 2000W meet these
criteria (The Triton 2000W has just been issued with a
4" collet Ed), and Bosch will produce such a router
later.

Denis illustrated his approach towards the construction
of the table top using laminations of MDF and surfaced
with formica. The lamination and gluing of the formica
is done with Alcolin Ultra and the application of many
cauls and clamps. The use of contact adhesive is not
recommended. The top is edged with hardwood. The
bottom of the top is braced with wooden cleats which
are screwed on.

Safety was emphasised with the application of a no-
volt release switch, dust abstraction, feather boards
and suitable table inserts to limit the gap between the
top and the bit. A system of replaceable inserts is
used for the fence and table top for the various bit
sizes and shapes.

The fence construction was explained in detail. A
varity of fences will be needed for different uses.
Denis uses a pine fence which is quarter-sawn,
laminated and then squared on the jointer. He does
not joint MDF as it not good for the blades! He uses
sacrificial liners on the pine fence.
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Completed router table and cabinet

Router table top an fce

Cabinet Makers
By Paul Roberts
We had 15 persons attending the meeting of Cabinet
Makers in my workshop on Saturday, 14 July. The
topics for the day were:

»  Finger joints using a modified WoodRat

«  Drawer types and joints

»  Cabinet for the University

* Restoration of a table

*  Repair of chairs
e Show and Tell.

Trial finger joints
Large finger joints are required for the cabinet which
will house the turned items we will donate to the
University. Paul prepared trial joints firstly in SA Pine
and then in Rooshout (Guibourtia Coleosperma) which
will be used for the cabinet. The importance of a trial
joint was emphasised as it highlights production
problems.

Modified WoodRat with a digital electronic gauge

A WoodRat is basically a mechanism whereby a router
is mounted on the device which has the ability to move
the work in a controlled fashion. The router movement
can also be at an angle to the wall for angled cuts such
as dovetails. Normally the tracking amount is based
on sighting pencilled lines on the mechanism and it
has been found that this induces some errors due to
parallax. | accordingly added a digital electronic scale
onto the equipment and in this way can measure the
tracking very accurately. The key to the success is an
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accurate calculation of the various settings required for
the joint. A small demonstration of cutting a finger joint
was shown and much to my relief the joint fitted
perfectly!

Reading the digital gauge

Setting the position of the WoodRat is quick and easy.
Remember that normal 80 gm/m2 paper is 0.1 mm
thick so the second decimal on the readout is not too
significant. The system also allows one to adjust the
required settings to achieve a good fit (not too tight or
loose) to facilitate assembly and gluing.

Douglas Lock explained that he had added dial gauges
to his WoodRat to facilitate accuracy.

The Group agreed that these innovations should be
written up and submitted to a journal such as Fine
Woodworking.

Discussion of drawers and UP Cabinet

A variety of drawers was then illustrated with finger
joints and different dovetail joints. The Elu dovetail jig
was shown for routed dovetails. The WoodRat can
also cut dovetails of a more classic design.

The design of the Cabinet for the University was
discussed and a small Task Team formed to take the

matter further. Willie Marneweck agreed to be the
Team Leader.

(&
n

Tablg ;;storatio

| then highlighted the restoration work on an 80-year
old Burmese Teak dining room table. This involved a
lot of sanding, especially on the turned legs. The table
top was sanded with a portable Festo Belt Sander BS
75 E which is equipped with a frame whereby the
depth of sanding can be set accurately. Once the
surface has been cleaned up and flattened, use is then
made of a Festo Rotex Sander and hand sanding
using various grits. The table legs have been finished
using Woodoc 10 with light sanding with a fine
sandpaper. Successive thin layers were applied as
follows:

*  40% Woodoc 10, 60% white spirits

e 50% Woodoc 10, 50% white spirits

e 60% Woodoc 10, 40% white spirits

e 100% Woodoc 10, 0% white spirits

| showed the Group some Oregon Pine dining room
chairs which required repair. Dowelled joints were
used in the assembly by the manufacturer and these
had pulled apart as shown in the photograph below.
The reasons for failure were discussed and are:
» These joints are subject to high stresses
» Incorrect selection of joint type: a mortise and
tenon would be better as this gives a larger
effective gluing surface.

Repair options are:
»  Machine loose (floating tenons) which are far
stronger than dowels.
*  Use epoxy to re-glue. Epidermix 372 would
be used.
It was considered the epoxy option was the easiest
and that thick corner braces should be inserted using
screws. In addition the seat was fixed with only four
z-clips and additional ones should be added to prevent
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the seat from rotating. It is very difficult to assess the
quality of furniture at the time of purchase and the
careful buyer should make enquiries.

Defective chair joints

Gerhard Joubert told the Group about his usage of
Woodoc 5 for final finishing. During the discussion,
mention was made that Woodoc 5 would be subject to
water damage and final finishing should be one or
more layers of Woodoc 10.

Dries du Toit mentioned the application of Google
SketchUp in a project that he was busy with. The
project is a Morris chair which involves some curved
elements requiring lamination. Dries undertook re-
sawing on his band saw using a 3 tpi blade from
FirstCut.

It was pleasing that there was a lot of exchange of
ideas and discussion during the meeting.

Cabinet Makers August Meeting
The next meeting will be held in the workshop of Dries
du Toit on Saturday, 11 August at 09h00. The
address is 80 Livingston Road, Centurion (Tel
012 664 2399). The topics will be Morris chair
construction, re-sawing, Google SketchUp.

ERWA Celebrates

The East Rand Woodworkers’ Association (ERWA)
celebrated its 9 Anniversary and 100" meeting on
20 June 2012. WWAP Chairman and his wife Janet
were invited to the celebration. It was pleasing to see
that our member Alexander Wildervanck and his wife
Nicolene were also there. George Stroebel gave an
overview of the formation of ERWA and some
historical developments of note. Various lucky draws
were made and the celebration ended with a cake and
other refreshments.

ERWA has just developed their own website which
was inspired by ours! Do visit the site as it contains a
lot of useful information. www.erwa.co.za

Anniversary cake

lllusions
Ben Espach sent a number of these illusions which we
will use as “white gap” filler.

6. What kind of frame is this?

www.ilusaodeotica.com

Editorial
Interim Editor: Paul Roberts
Assisted by: Gawie Geyer
Tel: 084 515 2773
E-Mail: paul.roberts@worldonline.co.za
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