NUUSBRIEF VAN DIE HOUTWERKVERENIGING YAN PRETORIA

e

NEWSLETTER OF THE WOODWORKING ASSOCIATION OF PRETORIA

www.ptawoodwor ker s.com

May 2012

Mei 2012

Redaksioneel

Hierdie Nuusbrief fokus op ons normale aktiiteite.
¢ Program vir die maand en jaar.
»  Verslae van die Draaiers en Meubelmakers
»  Verslag oor ons Maandvergadering in April

My apologies for the delay in the production of this
edition — time and various other commitments really
caught up with me. | have been particularly involved
this month on my consulting work for the South African
National Committee on Large Dams (SANCOLD). If
you are interested see www.sancold.org.za. We also
had to upgrade this site as it was hacked and it should
soon be back on line.

Membership List

Members were requested to pay their membership
fees before the end of April: We then finalised the
membership list and circulated it to members.

Ledelys
Lede is versoek om hul ledegeld voor die einde van

April te betaal. Ons het die ledelys gefinaliseer en
dit aan lede versprei.

Editorial
Interim Editor: Paul Roberts
Tel: 084 515 2773
E-Mail: paul.roberts@worldonline.co.za

Programme for May/June

*  Wednesday, 30 May at 18h00
Monthly meeting at the new Plant
Sciences Building, University of
Pretoria (see website for a map): The
topic for the evening will be Panda
Bamboo and its Applications

*  Friday 9 June at 09h00
Cabinet Makers visit.to Topland
Woodwork Machines. Contact Paul re
shared transport and other details.

o  Saturday 16 June at 09h00
Turners. Venue Workshop of .

*  Wednesday, 27 June at 18h00
Monthly meeting at the new Plant
Sciences Building, University of
Pretoria (see website for a map): The
topic for the evening will be Building a
Router Table presented by Denis
Lock.

Secretary Neville “shpping” at Vermont Sales
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From the Chair: by Paul Roberts

Winter is fast approaching and the occasional power
failure brings to mind the importance of electricity in
our lives. The other day we had a lengthy power
failure and | was really at a loose-end and could not
use my computer, do woodwork with power tools or
watch TV. | was forced to refill my old fountain pen
with ink and prepared a draft presentation on large
dams by hand.

This brought the importance of hand tools to mind. |
note in recent years in Fine Woodworking and other
literature that there is increased emphasis on hand
work. We have possibly lost a lot by such an
extensive use of power tools and a green approach
would be to make somewhat more use of hand tools!
It is also good for fitness.

Post Script: You will not believe this, but as | was
compiling this editorial the power went offl Thank
goodness for UPS (Uninterruptable Power Supply).

Leeupoort Houtwerkeruitstalling

Willie Marneweck en Paul Roberts en sy vrou Janet
het hierdie Uitstalling op 28 April bygewoon. Pieter
Nel van ons Vereniging was ook teenwoordig en het
heelwat speelgoed verkoop! Leeupoort is in ‘n
pragtige omgewing en die Uitstalling is in ‘n
ontspanningsoord gehou. Ons was met die
verskeidenheid van fynafgewerkte stukke baie
beindruk. Ons het ook heerlike bosveld vetkoek en
koffie geniet. Hierdie houtwerkers het ook geen tekort
aan inheemse hout nie!

Aids and Gadgets: 29 August

For Aids & Gadgets, we invite every member to bring
and demonstrate to us any type of gadget that you
have made and are using in your workshop to help

with your woodwork. This way we may learn from one
another in creating short cuts and getting a job done
easier. Don’t decide prematurely that your gadget will
not be of interest to anyone. Come and show it to us.
Prizes for the best three entries! We would also like to
display a selection of these entries at our Exhibition.
The Management Committee has also decided to
extend the scope of Aids and Gadgets. Some items
may not be transportable and entries in this case can
be submitted in electronic form by means of a few
pictures or drawings. Please inform the Chairman of
such entries before the time.

Project Plank 2012: 26 September

We would like every member to take part in this
activity. For our new members the following
explanation: Project Plank is a project in which
members are challenged to produce some article (free
choice) made from a plank of a certain size. The size
for this year will be a plank that measures 38 x 250 x
1000 mm - or a block of about 9.5 litre for the turners.
Although this is the maximum size, smaller sizes may
also be used and are all welcome. Try to restrict your
project to one type of wood only, but you may use
more than one type of wood if the design necessitates
it. Therefore, open up your mind and let your creativity
run free to generate innovative ideas. Prizes and
certificates for the best three entries! The best time to
start with your project is right now. The Project Plank
items will be displayed at our Annual Exhibition. We
issue a special invite to spouses/partners to attend the
evening which should be fun and of great interest.

2012 Programme
» 1 September - ERWA Woodworking Show
» 6-9 September - Hobby-X Midrand
o 21-24 September - AWSA Cape Town?
* 29 August - Aids and Gadgets
» 26 September - Project Plank
» 13 October -WWAP Exhibition
» 10 November - Annual Braai at the UP
Proefplaas

Website

We have unfortunately experienced major problems
with our website these past few months. We are now
in the process of rectifying the matter and are now
back on line. We are now using a local service
provider than hosting it overseas. It has, however,
been gratifying that several enquiries were received
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from members and non-members about its non-
availability which indicates positive usage!

Webmaster Leon Wolmarans has had to redevelop the
website from scratch as he could not recover the
previous content from overseas. Leon has given the
site a new look. The Management Committee has
participated in the process and is most enthusiastic
about the modifications. Leon is still adding various
modules to the site so it is still under development.
Please give us feedback.

March Monthly Meeting

By Neville Comins

Choosing the right circular saw blade

by Walter Booyens.

For all of us, whether hobbyists or professionals, the
circular saw, in one of its forms, is a basic workhorse.
One often hears discussions of the merits of this
machine or that, but rarely do we think as much about
the key component - the saw blade.

We were privileged to hear Walter Booyens explain the
intricacies of the different types of circular saw blades,
their uses, and how one should care for such a blade.
Walter has spent a lifetime in woodwork, from his
training and work in a large company, to marketing and
selling saw blades for Leitz Tooling, and in his current
phase, running his own niche joinery company.

We were exposed to descriptions of a wide range of
blade types, explaining nine different TC tooth shapes,
the importance of understanding the positive or
negative angles of the teeth for differing saw types, the
important features of the saw body, including the
gullets, tooth recesses, cooling slots etc. What may
have seemed at first to be a straightforward tool bit
suddenly became much more intricate and decisions
of which blade to use and for what applications
becomes dramatically more complex. Fortunately, he
explained the nomenclature on blades, which helped
summarise the detail. Of course for the hobbyists, one
may think in terms of ‘one blade for everything’, or
some combination blade, which needless to say
means compromise of the final cutting ability. Thus, we
will all be much more discerning when we next
purchase a circular saw blade.

What added great value to the presentation was the
explanation for some common problems encountered
with circular saws. He introduced the topic by showing
how blade performance could be evaluated by cutting
MDF trial pieces and illustrated this with a series of

test pieces, prepared under different operating
conditions. He then focussed on specific applications
and some of the issues that can arise:

 He explained the importance of clamping wood
for mitre cuts due to movements created by the
forces applied by the blade.

* Inradial arm or cut-off saws, to ensure that the
blade teeth had a negative angle and for table
saws a positive one to push the wood down on
the work surface.

 Inripping, to cut as fast as possible (20 m/min
being ideal) and use a flat bevel blade.

< For crosscutting, the tear-out out is reduced with
more blade teeth. However, in choosing your
blades, to ensure that the capacity of the drive
motor is adequate for the number of teeth on the
blade. While this may not be an issue for
professional level machines hobbyists need to
take note, if they have smaller saws. Generally,
the blades would have an alternating bevel on
the teeth.

¢ For rebates, an alternating bevel blade clears the
inner corner and allows better fit of e.g. cabinet
backs

» For grooving, blades with big gullets allow
clearance of waste during the cut.

 Shoulder cuts amplify saw blade deflection
problems, and thus the amount of wood removed
from the edge should be at least twice the blade
thickness, or one should buy a more rigid
(thicker) blade and cut slowly.

Walter explaining the selection of saw blades

Perhaps the most therapeutic part of his talk focused
on caring for blades. He emphasised that every blade
has a limited number of sharpenings in its useful life. If
one sharpens regularly, and not when the blade is
really showing bluntness, you can extend the overall
life, and get better performance. Over-wear rounds the
tip corners of the teeth to such an extent that normal
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sharpening does not bring back full cutter shape and
thus performance.

He then added some other saw blade don'ts:
¢ Do not stack blades on steel beds.
* Do not use steel wire brushes to clean the
tips.
» Do notdrop, as TC is hard but brittle.
¢ Do not bend or hammer

The debate on how high to set a table saw blade
above the work piece for optimum cuts drew many
differing views, some stressing safety issues and
others recommending the blade is set as high as
possible. The compromise reached was about 15 to
20mm between the top of the work piece and the
bottom of the galloped on the blade. | am sure this
debate will continue in future!!

The evening was thoroughly educational and plenty of
food for thought. The next blade purchase | make will
take much more time while | try to recall some of
Walter's wisdom and experience.

lllusions
Ben Espach sent a number of these illusions which we
will use as “white gap” filler.

4. Are the columns round or square?

DRAAIERSBYEENKOMS

Deur Lou Coetzer

Twintig draaiers het die afgelope maand by Dries du
Toit vergader en is verras met die teenwoordigheid

van Keith Jones, een van ons oudste erelede.
Aangesien dit ‘'n Saterdag-oggend byeenkoms was,
was daar volop tyd vir ‘n volskaalse program met talle
sake en aspekte wat bespreek en/of gedemo is. Hier
onder word net kortliks na enkeles verwys. Alles kan
egter nie in hierdie kort verslag herhaal word nie.

Jack Munting, die ‘voorsanger’, het begin deur die
gebruiklike administrasie af te handel waaronder lede
se verjaarsdae en reélings rondom volgende maand
se byeenkoms. Jack het ook die volgorde van die
agenda-items verander deur die huiswerk eers na
pouse te laat bespreek.

Die grootste deel voér pouse is in beslag geneem deur
die noem en bespreek van ‘n paar sake, ondermeer
die dilemma van die Delmano Kunsgallery asook twee
baie goeie hulpmiddel-aanbiedings (“aids & gadgets”)
deur onderskeidelik Willie de Wet en At Smit.

Willie het verduidelik hoe goedkoop tap- en
steekbeitels in handige snybeitels vir gebruik by ‘n
draaibank aangepas kan word om ondermeer
eweredig gespasieerde ringe, groewe en selfs ‘n los
ringetjie mee te sny. Hy het ook uitvoerig verduidelik
hoe hy, met behulp van sy draaibank se indeks-
fasiliteit, fyn groefies kan sny waarin die twee dele van
‘n pepermeulmeganisme sal pas. Laastens het hy
verduidelik hoe hy ‘n houttap (‘spigot’) gebruik om sy
poetswiel in die draaibank se kloukop te heg. Die
noem en wys van ‘n poetswiel het Jack gemotiveer om
sy verskillende soorte poetswiele uit te haal en by
Willie aan te sluit. Dit het ‘n lang maar onvoltooide
bespreking oor poetswerk uitgelok, wat almal met die
besef gelaat het dat daar baie wetenskap en tegniek
sit in die woorde poets en poetswerk. Daar is besluit
om by ‘n later geleentheid meer volledig aandag aan
hierdie aspek van hout-afwerking te gee.

Vervolgens het At Smit ons aandag gevestig op die
belangrikheid van hoe stukke uitgestal moet word. Sy
gepaste voorbeelde sal in aanmerking geneem word
by alle volgende uitstallings. Verder het hy ons vergas
met sy vermoé om ook presies en pynlik netjies met
metaal te kan werk. Hy het ‘n monteerstuk ontwerp en
gemaak waaraan ondermeer ‘n kloukop geheg kan
word om draaistukke in vas te hou vir vryhand
bewerking. Die monteerstuk kan op ‘n draaibank of
ander werkstafel vasgebout word, soos in die foto hier
onder getoon, en kan deur bykans 90° kantel om die
werkstuk in verskillende posisies vas te hou.
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Monteermeganisme

So lyk At se monteermeganisme waarmee ‘n draaistuk
vir verwerking vasgeknyp kan word. Hy het ook die
sleutel vir vas- en losdraai gemaak en tot die 50mm
geelkoperknop self gedraai en gegroef.

N& pouse, waarin ons heerlik aan Margaret se beskuit
en koffie gesmul het, is die huiswerk bespreek. Ten
aanvang is lede geleentheid gegee om
interessanthede oor hulle stukke te vertel of om vrae
oor probleme met hul huiswerkstukke te stel. Daarna is
‘n vyftal stukke gekies, die teenwoordiges in vyf
groepe verdeel en elke groep ‘n stuk gegee om slegs
die afwerking daarvan volgens ons goedgekeurde
kriteriums te beoordeel. Elke groep moes ‘n punt vir
hul stuk toeken en dit kon motiveer. Hierdie soort
oefening gee almal geleentheid om met die kriteriums
vertroud te raak en die toepassing daarvan te
bemeester.

‘n Deel van die huiswerkstukke wat uitgestal is.
Nogal ‘n variasie.

Ten laaste het Jack die sertifikate uitgedeel van die
stukke wat onderskeidelik brons-, silwer- en goud-
toekennings in verlede maand se beoordeling gekry
het. Alle stukke het ongelukkig nie toekennings gekry
nie. Dit was enersyds ‘n mylpaal vir die draaiers en
andersyds ‘n doelwit wat met ons eerste voorjaar-

beoordeling bereik is. Die items (foto hier onder) is
saam met hulle beoordelingsverslae uitgestal sodat
almal teenwoordig die beoordelaars se kommentaar
kon lees en self ook opweeg teen die kriteriums wat
gegeld het.

Die stukke wat vir beoordelin by die Maart-
vergadering ingehandig is.

Die byeenkoms is met ‘n kort DVD oor verskillende
soorte draaibeitels en hulle gebruike afgesluit.

Ons volgende byeenkoms is op Woensdag 23 Mei om
18:00 in die werksplek van Ben Espach. Sy huisadres
is Peerboomstraat 233, Doornpoort. Die huiswerk vir
daardie byeenkoms is ‘n vaas/pot/bord/bak met n
Afrika-tema/-ontwerp/-versiering.

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 23rd May at 18:00
in the workshop of Ben Espach. His address is 233
Peerboom Avenue in Doornpoort. The homework for
that meeting is a vase/pot/platter/bowl with an Africa
theme/shape/decoration .

Cabinet Makers

By Paul Roberts

A record number of 31 members and guests attended
the Cabinet Makers meeting on 12 May which was
held in Alexander Wildervanck’s workshop near
Rayton. The topic for the day was kitchen cabinets.
Alexander teamed up with member Gelis Harmse who
participated in the presentations and discussions. The
roomy workshop was neat and clean and different
stations had been set up to demonstrate various
aspects of kitchen cabinet design, construction and
installation.

A series of photographs is given below which give an
overview of the event. We were also well treated to
excellent refreshments provided by Nicolene
Wildervanck- many thanks!
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Gelis Harmse makiﬁg a presentation

Gelis talked about kitchen planning and establishing
the client’s requirements. Both he and Alexander

_ Selection of hardware
make use of Google SketchUp (Professional and There is a large range of hardware available as
Normal versions respectively).

illustrated by the talk we had by ROCO last year.

Some items are very expensive. Quality hardware is
important to use.

Alexander illustrating different materials and
finishes

“'5mm holes
|1 for adj. shelves
i

Light Shield —— /
Grooves for backing —{

Cabinet mounting system

A\
Kickplate — plastic adjustable feet ————

The mounting system which Alexander has developed
Typical kitchen dimensions by A Wildervanc

consists of a wall cleat and a recessed cabinet back.

_ _ _ Plastic adjustable feet (from Gelmar) are used for
Should you require an electronic version or larger perfect alignment. One has to cater for non-square
hardcopy of this drawing please contact Paul Roberts. and non-plane walls.
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