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Redaksioneel

Hierdie Nuusbrief fokus op ons normale akliiteite.
e Program vir die maand en jaar.
e Verslae van die Draaiers en Meubelmakers
e Verslag oor ons Maandvergadering in Maart.

My apologies for the delay in the production of this
edition — time and various other commitments caught
up with me.

Membership Fees and Membership List

Members were requested to pay their membership
fees before the end of March: we have extended
this to the end of April. We will then finalise the
membership list and circulate it to members.

Ledegeld en Ledelys

Lede is versoek om hul ledegeld voor die einde van
Maart te betaal: nou uitgestel tot die einde van
April. Ons sal dan die ledelys finaliseer en dit aan
lede versprei.

Editorial
Interim Editor: Paul Roberts
Assisted by: Gawie Geyer
Tel: 084 5152773
E-Mail: paul.roberts@worldonline.co.za

Programme for April / May

e  Wednesday, 25 April at 18h00
Monthly meeting at the new Plant
Sciences Building, University of
Pretoria (see website for a map): The
topic for the evening will be
“Selecting Saw blades” and
presented by member Walter
Booyens.

e  Saturday 28 April 08h00-12h00
Leeupoort Woodworkers Exhibition.
Contact Paul for directions/transport.

e  Saturday 12 May at 09h00
Cabinet Makers visit Alexander
Wildervanck, Topic: Kitchen cabinets.

e  Wednesday 23 May -morning
Visit to Vermont Sales. New tools and
equipment will be shown. Contact
Paul re shared transport. Limit of 20
members.

e  Saturday, 26 May at 09h00
Turners. Venue Workshop of Ben
Espach.

e  Wednesday, 30 May at 18h00
Monthly meeting at the new Plant
Sciences Building, University of
Pretoria (see website for a map): The
topic for the evening will be Panda
Bamboo and its Applications

Tambotie 2012-04

Page 1



From the Chair: by Paul Roberts

| have been thinking about voluntary associations such
as ours and the huge effort which a number of
members make in ensuring the smooth-functioning
and success of the organisation. We really do
appreciate your efforts which do not go unnoticed!

The role of the individual members is also very
important and you can assist in aspects such as:

e Responding to appeals for timely payment of
membership fees — this avoids Committee
Members having to spend an inordinate amount
of time in following up outstanding payments
while they would rather be in their workshops!

o Preparing for the forthcoming special evenings
of Aids and Gadgets, Project Plank and our
Annual Exhibition;

e Attending and participating in the various
functions of the Association.

We have undertaken broad planning for the year so as
to have an integrated programme. Some of the main
events which you should diarise are given in the box
below: You will see that we have allocated separate
evenings to Aids and Gadgets and Project Plank in
order to have enough time for each presenter to clearly
explain the item. We also invite spouses and partners
to attend the Project Plank evening as it should be of
interest to them. Further details of each of these two
evenings are given below in separate sections.

2012 Programme
1 September - ERWA Woodworking Show
6-9 September - Hobby-X Midrand
21-24 September - AWSA Cape Town?
29 August - Aids and Gadgets
26 September - Project Plank
13 October -WWAP Exhibition
10 November - Annual Braai at the UP
Proefplaas

Aids and Gadgets: 29 August

For Aids & Gadgets, we invite every member to bring
and demonstrate to us any type of gadget that you
have made and are using in your workshop to help
with your woodwork. This way we may learn from one
another in creating short cuts and getting a job done
easier. Don’t decide prematurely that your gadget will
not be of interest to anyone. Come and show it to us.
Prizes for the best three entries! We would also like to
display a selection of these entries at our Exhibition.

Project Plank 2012: 26 September

We would like every member to take part in this
activity. For our new members the following
explanation: Project Plank is a project in which
members are challenged to produce some article (free
choice) made from a plank of a certain size. The size
for this year will be a plank that measures 38 x 250 x
1000 mm - or a block of about 9.5 litre for the turners.
Although this is the maximum size, smaller sizes may
also be used and are all welcome. Try to restrict your
project to one type of wood only, but you may use
more than one type of wood if the design necessitates
it. Therefore, open up your mind and let your creativity
run free to generate innovative ideas. Prizes and
certificates for the best three entries! The best time to
start with your project is right now. The Project Plank
items will be displayed at our Annual Exhibition. We
issue a special invite to spouses/partners to attend the
evening which should be fun and of great interest.

lllusions
Ben Espach sent a number of these illusions which we
will use as “white gap” filler.

2. How many beams? Count at the top and then at the
bottom

AT AP\ LT | LT | AT || L | 47 |7 | 7

3. Has the door been opened inwards or outwards?
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WWAP Banking Details
Bank: ABSA (Lyttelton)
Branch no:  335-045 (Direct deposits)
632 005 (Electronic transfer)
Account name: Houtwerkvereniging van

Pretoria
Account No 0600 176 234
Account type:  Current
Reference: Use your name as reference
HVP Bank Besonderhede
Bank: ABSA (Lyttelton)
Taknr. 335-045 (Direkte deposito’s)

632 005 (Elektroniese oorplasing)
Rekeningnaam: Houtwerkvereniging van
Pretoria
Rekening nr: 0600 176 234
Rekeningtipe: Lopend
Verwysing: Gebruik u naam as verwysing

Website

We have unfortunately experienced some problems
with our website this month. We are now in the
process of rectifying the matter and will in the near
future be back on line. We will eventually use a local
service provider than hosting it overseas. It has,
however, been gratifying that several enquiries were
received from members and non-members about its
non-availability which indicates positive usage!

March Monthly Meeting

By Neville Comins

This most inspiring talk by Vice-Chairman Piet Smith
should have been sub-titled “Turning an experienced
bank executive into an entrepreneur’. Some may think
this mission impossible, but Piet took us along on his
journey in a humorous way as he outlined the deep
thinking required to make such a venture a success.

Piet making a serious point!

How many of us in retirement or approaching that
milestone in life think towards our woodworking hobby
as a further source of income? Once a busy person,
the retiree faces a time where that list of ‘things you
always wanted to do’ soon passes and the need for a
new challenge and another source of income to shore
up against inflation becomes apparent. Piet stressed,
however, that such decisions require good research to
ensure that risks taken are indeed affordable, and the
potential enterprises really exciting enough to putin
the sustainable effort required.

Of course, Piet (the bank executive) had 40 years
advantage having done due diligence on many
businesses and understanding key factors that make a
business successful. The conclusions are clear if you
can answer some questions:

o Is there a market for my product and
where?

. Who will buy my product and at what
price?

o Does my experience and background
match to the proposed business?

o Am | about to finance ‘a dream’ that could
become a nightmare?

He answered these questions in terms of his decision
to manufacture pepper mills. Once on this topic, no
one could avoid his total passion for his business and
selling his products with ‘my heart and soul’. His whole
presence showed his full conversion to an
entrepreneur -- focused, dedicated and passionate
with a capital P.

e He told of his approach to the 4P’s of
marketing, as well as studying further into
aspects of successful small businesses. He
built on Paulo Phitides’ seminar to look at
‘building an asset of value’. His were not
ordinary pepper mills, but through becoming
the agent for a prominent Danish company for
the world-class ceramic grinding
mechanisms, he was able to produce a
product with a guarantee, as well as elegant
design and appearance, giving him
competitive advantage. This led to good
returns, satisfied customers and growth, all
solid requirements of success.

Production increasing, Piet needed to increase
capacity and was joined by Charlie Letsoalo (also a
member of WWAP), who has perfected the turning of a
multitude of outstanding pepper mills. Piet and Charlie
form a formidable small team.
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His business is now nationwide, and even
international, but he still looks forward to interacting
directly with his customers at the many country
markets. What makes Piet special is his willingness to
share his experience and provide advice to all those
who seek it. His success in achieving his original goals
can thus be summarised as follows:

o Do your homework thoroughly, not all about the
technical issues, but the market and who will
buy your product at the right prices.

o  Make every customer ecstatically happy with a
quality product, as word of mouth advertising is
a key.

o  Work as a team to ensure you have the
products available when required.

o  Beliefin your business, enthusiasm, focus and
passion, passion, passion.

Thanks Piet for both an educational and entertaining
evening, and may other members heed the lessons
and reach their woodworking business dreams. As he
says, everyone has a pepper mill at home that does
not work. Well he has the solution — contact Piet at
piethome(AT)absamail.co.za (replace (AT) with @) or
via his website www.peppermills.co.za .

DRAAIERSBYEENKOMS

Deur Lou Coetzer

Op Woensdag 21 Maart het die draaiers by Reinald
Bohringer vergader. Dit het ongelukkig saamgeval
met At Smit se uitstalling in Queenswood. Tog het
meer as 20 lede die vergadering in Reinald se netjiese
werksplek bygewoon.

Soos gebruiklik het Jack Munting eers ‘n paar
administratiewe sake, soos lede se verjaarsdae,
afgehandel voor daar met die ernstige program begin
kon word. Eerste op die program was ‘n kort verslag
deur Udo Béhmer. Udo is van die meubelgroep en het
versoek om die draaiers in te lig oor vordering met die
beplanning van die kas waarin die draaistukke wat aan
departement Plantkunde geskenk gaan word, uitgestal
sal word. Hy het ‘n skaalmodel van die uitstalkas vir
ons gewys en verduidelik hoe die voorlopige afmetings
wat voorsien is, aangepas is om ‘n sinvolle en meer
verhouding-korrekte kas daar te stel. Die kas sal van
rooshout vervaardig word met glaspanele voor en aan
die sykante. Teen die agterste wand kom ‘n spieél vir
rondomsig van die items, asook om ‘n diepte-
perspektief te skep. Almal was baie beindruk en sien
uit na die voltooide produk. Dankie aan Udo en die
ander meubel-ouens wat hom bystaan.

Daarna is kortliks na die huiswerkstukke gekyk. Die
amptelike huiswerk was 'n versierde muurplaak, en
slegs die gasheer en Kobus Nieuwoudt het dit gedoen.
Selfs ‘n eie keuse het nie veel aftrek by die lede gekry
nie, want die oes vir die byeenkoms was skraal. Tog
het twee ander bydraes baie belangstelling gekry. Dit
was twee stukke waarmee die betrokke draaiers
afgeskop het toe hulle lank terug met draaiwerk begin
het. Die eerste was ‘n kleinerige bakkie deur Andrew
Bourke waarvan hy nie die soort hout kon onthou nie.
Die tweede was ‘n klein driepoot-potjie met sy deksel
(kyk foto) wat Willie de Wet op 16-jarige ouderdom van
kiaathout gedraai het. As my berekeninge korrek is, is
die potjie meer as 60 jaar oud. Voorwaar ‘n mooi
stukkie draaiwerk en ook goed bewaar tot nou.

.

-x‘-'\ AT
Willie de Wet se klein driepootpotjie van kiaat.

Hierna het die sessie oor hulpmiddels ("aids &
gadgets”) gevolg waarin eers Charlie Letsoalo en na
hom Willie de Wet ons interessante hulpmiddels
gewys het. Charlie het verduidelik hoe hy ‘n
eenvoudige maar doeltreffende skuurskyf maak wat op
die draaibank gemonteer en gebruik kan word. Die
skuurpapier word met ‘velcro’ vasgesit en kan maklik
verwissel word (kyk foto). Daarna het Willie ‘n
apparaat gewys wat op die draaibankbed gemonteer
word en waarmee balle van verskillende groottes
gedraai kan word (kyk foto).

N& pouse, waarin Nella ons met lekker eet- en
drinkgoed bederf het, het die oefen- en kyksessies
aangebreek. Een groep het hulle in Reinald se
woonkamer gemaklik gemaak en na 'n DVD gekyk
waarin Jimmy Clewes gewys en verduidelik het hoe hy
'n pot met 'n styfpassende deksel draai.
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Willie verduidelik hoe die \apparat werk.

Die ander groep het hulle in Reinald se werksplek voor
die drie draaibanke ingerig en onder leiding van Johan
Labuschagne geleer en geoefen om houtballe te draai,
6f om spintolle te draai soos Reinald gewys het, 6f het
probeer om met 'n skuinsbeitel ("skew”) 'n pommel vir
'n tafelpoot te draai. Dit was veral Francois van Wyk
en Charlie wat hul bedrewenheid met 'n skuinsbeitel
gewys het.

saamgebring is.

Ons volgende byeenkoms is op Saterdag 21 April om
09:00 in die werksplek van Dries du Toit. Sy huisadres
is Livingstonweg 80, Lyttelton Manor. Die huiswerk vir
daardie byeenkoms is ‘n holvorm, 6f ‘n bak met ‘n
natuurlike rand, 6f ‘n pot met ‘n deksel.

Our next meeting is on Saturday 21st April at 09:00 in
the workshop of Dries du Toit. His address is 80
Livingston Avenue in Lyttelton Manor. The homework
for that meeting is either a hollow form, or a natural
edged bowl or a lidded pot.

Cabinet Makers

By Paul Roberts

We met at the worshop of Steve Prinsloo on 14 April
and had a good attendance of 14 members. Steve
Prinsloo made a well-prepared presentation on the
different types of lap joints and their applications.

Steve discussing lap joints
The lap joints can be cut by various means such as
saw, router, hand tools, bandsaw. The strength can
be improved against twisting forces by the use of
dowells and pins. Steve uses an epoxy for exterior
applications.

A variety of lap joints
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Steve’s presentation gave rise to a discussion on the
movement of wood particularly for table tops and
measures to cater for such effects in the design and
construction. We will attempt to include further
technical detail on these matters as a number of novel
approaches were proposed which are not readily
available in the literature.

The display cabinet for the University of Pretoria was
discussed and a sample box joint will be made as a
test.

After excellent refreshments, we cleared the table cloth
to expose Steve’s excellent bench which he had made
in Rhodesian Teak. The bench is equipped with two
vises and dogs for clamping wood while
planing/sanding. We hope that Steve will display this
bench at the forthcoming Exhibition.

Members admiring Steve’s workbench

The next meeting of the Cabinet Makers will be at the
workshop of Alexander Wildervanck at 09h00 on
Saturday 12 May. The topic for the day will be
Kitchen Cabinets. Contact Paul regarding shared
transport arrangements.

WHITE SPIRITS

- ‘n relaas in drie aflewerings
Deur Lou Coetzer

DEEL 1

Met die besoek van Dries Blignaut aan ons
draaiersgroep ‘n jaar of wat gelede, is die gebruik
van "white spirit" weer opgehaal as verdunmiddel vir
veral Danish Oil. “White spirit" is nie algemeen
bekend nie en die naam is vir my relatief vaag omdat
daar verskillende betekenisse aan gekoppel word,
afhangende met wie jy daaroor praat of in watter
literatuur jy daaroor oplees. Die draaiers het 'n hele
diskussie gevoer met argumente na hierdie kant toe
en dan ook daardie kant toe — hoofsaaklik hul eie
menings. Die term en sy betekenis het egter steeds
vir my vaag gebly en ek wou meer daaroor uitvind en
duidelikheid kry, veral hoe dit dan van terpentyn sou
verskil, indien wel.

Soos so baie kere al in die verlede, het ek gevind dat
Google en Wikipedia tot my redding kom met baie
inligting oor onderwerpe waarna ek soek. Hierdie
keer was dit weereens so en ek deel dit graag met
die lede van ons vereniging. Die volgende
interessante uittreksel gee ‘n goeie opsomming van
wat “white spirit” behels asook ‘n paar algemene
kenmerke daarvan:

White spirit, also known as Stoddard solvent in the
United States and Canada, is a paraffin-derived clear,
transparent liquid which is a common organic solvent
used in painting and decorating. In 1924, an Atlanta
dry cleaner named W. J. Stoddard worked with Lloyd
E. Jackson of the Mellon Research Institute to
develop specifications for a less volatile dry cleaning
solvent as an alternative to more volatile petroleum
solvents. Dry cleaners began using it in 1928 and it
was the predominant dry cleaning solvent in the
United States from the late 1920s until the late
1950s.

White spirits are petroleum fractions that boil
between 150-220°C and consist of a mixture of
Saturated aliphatic and alicyclic C7 to C12
hydrocarbons with a maximum content of 25% of C7
to C12 alkyl aromatic hydrocarbons. They can have
aromatics contents between 0-100%, and Shell lists
eight grades with aromatics contents below 50%, and
Six grades with aromatics contents above 50%. The
two common "white spirits" are defined by British
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Standard 245, which states Type A should have
aromatics content of less that 25% v/v and Type B
should have an aromatics content of 25-50% v/v.
Therefore, the most common " white spirit" is type A,
and it typically has an aromatics content of 20%,
boils between 150-200°C, has an aniline point of
58°C, and is sometimes known as Low Aromatic
White Spirits. The next most common is Mineral
Turpentine (aka High Aromatic White Spirits), which
typically has an aromatics content of 50%, boils
between 150-200°C and has an aniline point of
25°C. For safety reasons, most White Spirits have
Flash Points above ambient, and usually above
35°C.

White spirit is used as an extraction solvent, as a
cleaning solvent, as a degreasing solvent and as a
solvent in aerosols, paints, wood preservatives,
lacquers, varnishes, and asphalt products. In
Western Europe about 60% of the total white spirit
consumption is used in paints, lacquers and
varnishes. White spirit is the most widely used
solvent in the paint industry. In households, white
spirit is commonly used to clean paint brushes after
decorating. Its paint thinning properties enable
brushes to be properly cleaned. It may also be used
in conjunction with cutting oil as a thread cutting and
reaming lubricant. Artists use white spirits as an
alternative to turpentine, one that is both less
flammable and less toxic. Because of interactions
with pigments, artists require a higher grade of
mineral spirits than many industrial users, including
the complete absence of residual sulphur. Odorless
Mineral Spirits are mineral spirits that have been
further refined to remove the more toxic aromatic
compounds, and are recommended for applications
such as oil painting, where humans have close
contact with the solvent. In screen printing (also
referred to as silk-screening), mineral spirits are often
used to clean and unclog screens after printing with
oil-based textile and plastisol inks.

Three different types and three different grades of
white spirit exist. The type refers to whether the
solvent has been subjected to hydrodesulfurization
(removal of sulfur) alone (type 1), solvent extraction
(type 2) or hydrogenation (type 3). Each type
comprises three different grades: low flash grade,
regular grade, and high flash grade. The grade is
determined by the crude oil used as the starting
material and the conditions of distillation.

In addition there is type 0, which is defined as
distillation fraction with no further treatment,
consisting predominantly of saturated C9 to C12
hydrocarbons with a boiling range of 140-200 °C.

Dis nogal ‘n mondvol, om die minste te sé. Maar wat
beteken dit alles? Volgende keer word op die
betekenis van sekere terme soos koolwaterstowwe
en die distillasieproses om fraksies te verkry,
gekonsentreer.

SALE of TOOLS, EQUIPMENT & WOOD

In this age of electronic communication we are getting
a number of requists to advertise tools, equipment and
wood for sale. We receive such notifications from
members, public and representatives of other
woodworking associations. We do this advertising free
of charge for members and levy a charge for non-
members. We undertake this service for members and
do not play a role in the sale process and do not
provide any guarantee as to the quality of the items.
Member Don Moody also has a regular “For sale”
schedule which he distributes at monthly meetings and
which provides an excellent source for members.

Several ways of advertising have been used in the

past namely:
e Tambotie;
o \Website;

e Member Don Moody also has a regular “For
sale” schedule which he distributes at
monthly meetings and which provides an
excellent service for members.

The Management Committee discussed the matter
and has consulted several roleplayers in the matter. It
has been decided that for the most part the “For sale”
notifications will be circulated to members by e-mail in
order to ensure rapid distribution of the information.
We will make a few copies of these notices for
distribution at monthly meetings. Don Moody will
continue with his current service.
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