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GUITAR BUILDING




» Guitar builders in Pta are few and far between.

» The market for hand crafted guitars is very small in Sout
Africa, but big overseas, especially the USA.

> Guitar makers are also called luthiers.

~ Luthiers are craftsmen/woman who build stringed instruments
(guitar, mandolin, banjo, violin, cello, double bass, etc)




DIFFERENT KINDS OF GUITARS




There are 3 basic types of guitars:

»Steel string guitars (dreadnaughts)
>Nylon string guitars (classicals)

»Jazz guitars (archtops)
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STEEL STRING ~ CLASSICAL



WOODS USED IN GUITAR BUILDING




BACKS AND SIDES




- INDIAN ROSEWOOD

- AFRICAN MAHOGANY

- MAPLE

- KIAAT

- CHAMFUTI (POD MAHOGANY)

- HARDEKOOL

- HARDEPEER




Backs and Sides

HARDEPEER

HARDEKOOL



SOUNDBOARDS




» There are only 3 types of wood used for the
soundboard (top of the guitar):

= Spruce
- Western Red Cedar
- Redwood

> Wood for soundboards is always quartersawn and
carefully selected.

» Only available from specialist companies overseas.




SPRUCE REDWOOD




Soundboards

CEDAR REDWOOD

SPRUCE



NECK
- Honduras mahogany

- African mahogany
- Maple

The neck wood must be very stable (no twisting).
Honduras mahogany the best but difficult to get
hold of.

FINGERBOARD/BRIDGE
- Ebony

- Rosewood
- Hardekool




BRIDGES




MACHINES AND TOOLS







SOME SPECIALISED TOOLS




BENDING IRON

THICKNESS CALIPER




SIDE BENDER




Hand tools




CONTRUCTION OF A GUITAR




BENDING SIDES




MOULD FOR CONTRUCTION







Bracing the back




Bracing the soundboard
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UNDERSIEE

Bracing and shaping of the braces is a criticc
_procedure in getting a good sound for the




Body assembled




Neck blank







DECORATION ON A GUITAR




END INLAY STRIP



HEADSTOCK VENEER




ROSETTES







HEADSTOCK DECORATION




THANK YOU

Handcrafted Guitars
Alistair Thompson

1262 Puxley Lane
Queenswood 0186
Pretoria

Tel: (012) 333-2296




