
How to begin 
Woodturning

Hoe om met 
Houtdraaiwerk te begin



Workplace

• Dusty

• What space do you have?
• Accessibility
• Flying shavings

• Positioning of 
• Lathe
• Sharpening devices
• Tools

• Storage
• Equipment
• Wood



Do research

• What do you want to make?
• Furniture
• Small utility articles
• Bowls
• etc.

• How often do you plan to use it?
• Occasional hobby?
• “Production” turning?

• What features do you want?

• How much do you want to spend?



Where to source information and advice

• Membership WAP (Woodworking 
association Pretoria)
• Woodturning subgroup

• (Other subgroups)

• Books

• Internet (handle with care)
• Webpages

• YouTube



Requirements

• Essentials
• Lathe
• Chuck
• Jacobs chuck
• Safety equipment
• Chip and dust extractor / Shopvac
• Chisels
• Sharpening device
• Measuring devices
• Sandpaper
• Finishing

• Other normal shop equipment
• Handsaw
• Glue
• Etc. ......

• Nice to haves
• Specialty tools
• Drill press
• Bandsaw
• Chainsaw
• Etc. Etc. Etc. Etc. Etc.!!!



Lathe

Mini  (5000 - 10000)

Large  (60000+)
Cheapie (2000 3000)



What to look for in a lathe

• Stable construction / Stabiliteit
• Bed / Bed

• Distance between centres / Afstand
tussen senters

• Motor 
• Speed control / Spoedbeheer
• Min & max RPM

• Headstock / Vaskop
• Spindle / Spil-as
• Swing / Swaai
• Pulleys / Katrol
• Swivel head / Swaaikop

• Toolrest / Beitelrus
• Tailstock / Loskop



Safety equipment

• Eye protection

• Dust protection



Chisels / Beitels

The big six
1. Spindle gouge (shallow fluted 

gouge) / Spindelguts

2. Parting tool / Afsnybeitel

3. Scraper / Skraper

4. Skew / Skuinsbeitel

5. Roughing gouge / Voordraaiguts

6. Bowl gouge (deep fluted gouge) / 
Bakguts



Sharpening / Skerpmaak



Scroll chuck / Kloukop

1. Chuck
2. Jaws
3. Insert
4. Wood screw
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Other

1. Jacobs chuck
2. Drive center
3. Faceplate
4. Live center
5. Calipers & drill bits
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Calipers, drill bits, etc.



DIY Air filter

Dust collection

Dust & chip collection



Sanding and finishing

Abranet

Chelac

Polywax sealer Oil Wax
Cyanoacrylate

Superglue



The end

Woodturning is a craft

Practice will produce craftmanship

Moroccan woodturner




