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Disclaimer

The views and opinions in this presentation is 
based on my own experience and what works 
for me.

Other tools/techniques may work equally well 
or better for other turners.
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Finished items (Bowls)
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Finished items (Vases)
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Finished items (Hollow forms 1)
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Finished items (Hollow forms 2)
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Finished items (Hollow forms 3)
Small opening
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Finished items (Hollow forms 3)
Small opening
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Hollowing Cutters
Main categories

• Scrapers

• Cutters with limiters

• Tungsten carbide cutters
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Scrapers

Finishing scrapers
NOT for hollowing

Hollowing (5mm HSS bits) NO! Very good chance of 
destroying your hollow 
form
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Cutters with limiters

• Rolly Munro

• Woodcut

• Hamlet

Opening for removal of shavings

Cutting action with limiter reducing chance for catches



Creative Turning

Tungsten Carbide cutters
Cutting action at angle with bevel rubbing

NB: Use 45 degrees with bevel rub and not flat !!

Fast safe removal of wood

From experience 6, 8 & 10mm works best
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Recommendation on Hollowing 
Cutters

• All three types has a place, depending on type 
of wood, dryness, depth, speed of hollowing, 
etc. Finish not so smooth, normally will require finishing scraper

Can achieve a very smooth finish 
without scraping

6mm cutter
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Types of Shafts

• Shafts with 
dedicated cutter 
(small openings)

• Shafts with option 
of mounting various 
cutters
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Comments on Shafts

• Thicker shaft (5/8” & ¾”), more cost effective to be 
able to mount different cutters

• 5/8 maximum depth around 8”

• ¾ maximum depth around 10” (minimum opening 
40mm)
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Hollowing rigs

• Freehand or Hollowing rig ?
• Many experienced turners do not use a hollowing 

rig (John Jordan, Phil Irons, David Elsworth, At 
Smit) and it is an excellent skill to develop and the 
result is very satisfying

• BUT
• Better control with hollowing rig specifically some 

wood like dry Wild olive
• Not so hard on the body with large hollow forms
• Can incorporate wall thickness measurement
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Hollowing rigs
Trent Bosch

Simon Hope

Monster Hollowing
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Measuring wall thickness

• Calipers for free hand

• Laser system

• Camera system

• Light of you go very thin

• Listen to sound and feel
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Laser system
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Adjust laser distance from tool 
equal to required thickness
NB: Need to adjust at point 
where cutting will take place, 
so re-adjust as you continue

Required wall thickness when 
laser reaches the end of the 
hollowed item
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Camera system
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Trace outline of hollowing tool 
on camera screen

Start hollowing and position of 
complete tool is visible on the 
screen in relation piece being 
hollowed, no need to re-adjust 
as you work


