
The integration of  

woodgrain, colour 

and imperfection in 

woodcarving
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Wood for woodcarving is selected 

by observing the colour, strength 

and grain
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Selection of  wood



Woodcarving artists pay more 

attention to the grain pattern and 

uses it in different ways
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Selection of  wood



Some artists use 

knots and 

imperfections as 

part of  their 

compositions
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Use of

Imperfections
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Use of  

Imperfections



6

Use of  

Imperfections
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Use of  grain 

in Marquetry
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Use of

grain in 

Marquetry
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Inspiration

from nature

Woodcarvers are 

always searching 

for inspiration 

and often take 

the lead from 

nature
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Adding colour

By adding 

colour to work 

we enhance the 

subject and 

bring it to life
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Adding colour
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Grain 

selection

Selection of  

grain direction 

is done with 

purpose
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Grain 

selection

Strength
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Grain 

selection

Flowing

lines
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Grain 

selection

Frame
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Grain 

selection

By observing the grain pattern 

and using your imagination a 

picture starts to emerge

Group 

participation
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Grain 

selection
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J. Christopher White

The sculptor 

J. Christopher White 

is a master of  

movement and this 

shows in his carving 

style
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J. Christopher

White
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J. Christopher

White
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Carved 

Driftwood

These sculptures are 

on display for your 

interaction
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Carved 

Driftwood
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Carved 

Driftwood

Would you 

have seen 

what the 

artist saw? 

Did you see 

something 

else?
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Carved 

Driftwood

The end
Thank you for 

participating


