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From the Chairman 

 
Chairman Jan Richter 

 
The three interest groups of the Woodworking 
Association of Pretoria, cabinetmakers & restorers, 
wood turners and wood carvers all need one common 
product. The form and shape of the product each of 
the interest groups use can vary. This product is 
WOOD! 
 
At the April monthly meeting held on 28 April, we were 
told more of the products and services provided by the 
Pretoria based wood supplier, Silverton Timber 
Merchants and the Cape Town based Rare Woods. 
Interesting, both these companies were started in 
1982.  Silverton Timber Merchants was founded by 
Andries Wandrag and after his death in an aeroplane 
accident, his widow Leonie Wandrag continued with 
the business.  Today, Silverton Timber Merchants are 
well known under woodworkers in Pretoria. 
 
Rare Woods was founded in Cape Town by Rory 
Harcourt-Wood.  Today Rare Woods has a branch in 
Knysna, and in 2008 Rare Woods USA in Mexico was 
established.  Rare Woods is well known under 

woodworkers in South Africa and the USA and is now 
owned by Rory’s sons Brendan and Seamus Harcourt-
Wood. 
 
The fact that both these companies sell an 
exceptionally large range of timber species (Silverton 
Timber Merchants more than 40 and Rare Woods 
more than 130) made me think of my own journey with 
wood since my retirement at the end of 2014. It started 
with SA poplar bought from Silverton Timber 
Merchants and was used to make a Lazy Susan for 
our dining room table and a cabinet for liquor and 
glasses, to somehow match our dining room set that is 
made from cottonwood from the USA.  Although, most 
of the machining (cutting, planing and lamination) was 
done by Silverton Timber Merchants I still had to do 
some cutting, routing, and sanding.  The cutting and 
routing operations went fairly well but the sanding was 
sometimes difficult as the poplar tends to get hairy. 
 
In 2017 I offered to make pens as gifts for the guests 
at my son’s wedding.  The 80 odd pens were all, 
except for 3 made from orange tree wood, made from 
different timbers. I will not bore you with my experience 
with each specie but want to highlight a few.  The first 
one I want to mention is camel thorn / Vachellia 
erialoba (Afr: kameeldoring).  When I drilled the 7mm 
hole in the first blank the drill got stuck and I could not 
get it out without damaging the blank beyond use. 
Camel thorn is a real tough wood.  The second one is 
sneezewood / Ptaeroxylon olbliquum (Afr. Nieshout). 
The moment I started to turn it, I started sneezing and 
was forced to put on a proper dust mask.  Besides the 
sneezing it is a genuinely nice wood to work with. 
 

http://www.ptawoodworkers.com/
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Daarna het ek oor ‘n tydperk van 18 maande servet 
ringe gedraai vir ‘n maatskappy wat dierkoppe wat uit 
piouter gemaak is, op die ringe gemonteer het, vir die 
internasionale mark.  Ter wille van eenvormigheid het 
hulle aangedring op Afrika mahonie (Eng: African 
Mahogony).  Ek het om en by 700 ringe gedraai, elk 
met ‘n deursnit van +/-68mm en omtrent 30mm dik. 
Die hout het ek verkry van Silverton Houthandelaars 
en  die 75 by 75 by 120 mm draaiblokke is gesny uit 
balke van 75 mm dik.  Die eenvormigheid van die ringe 
se voorkoms was baie opmerklik, alhoewel die 
draaiblokke waaruit dit gedraai is, uit verskeie balke 
wat op verskillende tye gekoop was, gekom het. 
Behalwe vir krakies op punte van die balke was die 
enigste ander noemenswaardige defek ‘n stukkie van 
omtrent 100 mm lank wat ‘n gat ingehad het wat deels 
geul was met iets wat lyk soos swart boomgom.  Daar 
was ook een balk wat veroorsaak het dat ek ‘n 
jeukerige en branderige rooi uitslag op my gesig en 
hande gekry het.  As jy iets wil doen met ‘n hout wat 
baie stabiel en eenvormig is maar nie ‘n opwindende 
voorkoms het nie is Afrika Mahonie ‘n antwoord. 
 
Alhoewel ek vanaf 1988 tot 2003 in Kaapstad gewoon 
het, was ek slegs eenkeer in 1997 by Rare Woods. 
Nadat ek afgetree het en deur my lidmaatskap van die 
Houtwerk Vereniging van Pretoria meer bewus geword 
het van Rare Woods het ek seker gemaak dat 
wanneer ek in Kaapstad of Knysna is, ek ‘n draai by 
hulle maak.  Dit is altyd vir my lekker om deur hulle 
hout voorbeeld blokkies te gaan en iets besonders uit 
te kies.  Dit is ook lekker om die Houtparadys van Rare 
Woods Kaapstad te besoek waar hulle kleiner 
hoeveelhede en groottes van verskeie houtsoorte 
verkoop veral vir draaiers of houtwerkers wat kleiner 
voorwerpe maak.  So het ek kennis gemaak met onder 
andere Ofram / Terminalia superba en Afrika Padouk / 
Pterocarpus soyauxii. 
 
Ofram, afkomstig uit Wes en Sentraal Afrika was 
amper in die eerste helfte van die vorige eeu verklaar 
as ‘n bedreigde spesie as gevolg van oorbenutting, 
maar danksy suksesvolle georkestreerde pogings is dit 
nou meer beskikbaar.  Alhoewel dit ‘n redelike growwe 
tekstuur het, is dit  maklik om daarmee te werk.  Ek het 
aanvanklik ‘n voorbeeld blokkie bekom waaruit ek ‘n 
paar penne gedraai het en het gevind dat dit baie 
maklik was om die wondergom afwerking op te sit. 
 
Die blok Afrika Padouk van omtrent 50 by 400 by 700 
mm het ek al in 2018 gekoop toe ek op ‘n eendag 

besoek in Kaapstad was.  Ek het die dag 12kg se hout 
as bagasie op vlug vanaf Kaapstad terug gebring. 
Vroeër die jaar moes ek twee bedliggies uit donkerige 
hout draai en besluit toe om die stuk Padouk daarvoor 
te gebruik.  My ondervinding was dat dit relatief maklik 
gedraai het en ook goed afgewerk kan word. 
 

 
Penne uit Ofram / Pens out of Ofram 

 

 
Lamp uit Padouk / Lamp out of Padouk 
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Ons lede werk almal met hout en maak verskeie items 
daar uit.  Daar is die kuns draaiers wat veral met 
inheemse hout werk en pragtige bakke en ander 
voorwerpe draai.  Die hout snyers  gebruik baie soorte 
hout om verskillende voorwerpe uit te kerf.  Die 
kabinetmakers toor weer pragtige meubelstukke, 
kassies, skinkborde, snyborde ensovoorts uit die hout 
uit wat hulle gebruik.  Ek wil julle as lede versoek om 
ons te vertel van julle ervarings met die hout waarmee 
julle werk.  Kappie van Rensburg wat bevoorreg is om 
met verskeie houtsoorte wat in die Bosveld groei, waar 
hy boer te werk, het sy ervarings al met ons gedeel en 
ek is baie dankbaar daarvoor.  Michiel van den Berg 
het ons hout kennis getoets met die foto’s van die 
swartwattel (Eng: black wattle) planke wat hy op die 
WhatsApp groepe geplaas het.  Michiel het ook die 
pragtige slypwerkstasie by die April vergadering kom 
wys wat hy daaruit gemaak het.  
 
Michiel en al die ander lede, vertel ons van julle 
ondervindings met die hout waarmee julle werk, asb. 
Ek wag vir julle e-posse wat julle na 
jan.richter@ptawoodworkers.com  gaan stuur. 
 
KOMITEELEDE – AGTERGRONDINLIGTING 
Hier is die agtergrondinligting van Gawie Botha en 
Marius duToit wat nie in die vorige uitgawe was nie 
 
GAWIE BOTHA 
My pa het 'n klompie houtwerktoerusting gehad 
waarmee hy meubels vir die huis gemaak het, tussen 
die boerdery deur.  Soos ek ouer geword het, het ek 
meer toegang gekry tot van die elektriese toerusting 
en het 'n liefde vir houtwerk ontwikkel.  Daar was maar 
min tyd vir houtwerk aangesien ons in die koshuis was 
en slegs vakansies tyd gekry het om bietjie te "speel". 
 
Na skool het 'n klompie jare verby gegaan waar ek 
meer tyd aan my eerste liefde elektronika spandeer 
het, wat later my werk geword het.  'n Besoek aan die 
HVP se ekspo in 2011 het my oortuig om aan te sluit 
om meer van houtwerk te leer.  Ek geniet steeds elke 
byeenkoms en probeer om nie een te mis nie.  
 
My houtwerk is beperk tot meubels vir die kinders se 
kamers en algemene skrynwerk soos ingeboudekaste 
en boekrakke.  Hoop om eendag tyd te kry om meer 
klassieke stukke te bou waarmee ek ook by die ekspo 
kan spog. 
 
 

MARIUS DU TOIT 
Ek is voltyds in diens van die PLANTATION SHUTTER 
Co. (Google ons gerus) vanaf 2008, is ek hoof van die 
ontwerpers span en sien daagliks kliente om nuwe 
bestellings te meet en ontwerp.  My belangstelling in 
houtwerk is in 2005 aangewakker toe ek in die film 
bedryf by ‘n ‘set building’ besigheid beg in werk het. In 
hierdie bedryf is die kliënt se belange van so 
uiteenlopende aard, dat dit my blootstelling aan alle 
materiale en product e gegee het. Van staalwerk 
(Mildsteel, stainless, aluminium) plastiek (Perspex, 
mouldings, CNC) houtwerk (soliede hout en 
“composites”) en vele meer.  Van toe af het ek nog 
altyd my eie ding aan die kant ook gedoen en so met 
die gang van die jare geleidelik ‘n arsenaal van my eie 
gereedska p opgebou.  Ek kan nie spesifiek een rigting 
van houtwerk isoleer waarin ek belang stel nie, ek 
doen als.  Mens kan dink aan ‘Jack of all trades and 
master of none’.  My doelwit is om eendag ‘Jack of all 
trades and master of some’ te wees.  Die houtwerkers 
vereniging se kabinetmakers en restourasie groepe 
prikkel my belangstelling die meeste op hierdie 
stadium, ek sal ook mettertyd meer aandag aan 
draaiwerk wil gee, maar dis amper ‘n sport op sy eie. 
Ek het ook op hierdie stadium ‘n werkswinkel tuis wat 
my toelaat om ‘n wye spektrum van werk te kan doen 
van staalwerk tot houtwerk wat CNC werk insluit. 
 

Association’s Monthly Meeting: 
28 April 2021 
By Paul Roberts 

 
Some 29 persons attended the monthly meeting in 
person and another 15 attended via Zoom.  The main 
topics for the evening were: 

 Information session by wood suppliers 
(Silverton and Rare Woods); 

 Show and Tell. 
 

Riekie Booysen and Cathy Britz-Gush from Silverton 
Timber Merchants (Houthandelaars) attended and 
Cathy made the presentation based on their website 
www.timbermerchant.co.za .  They stock both local 
African woods and imported timber.  The most 
expensive wood is ebony running at R429 000/m3.  
Silverton Houthandelaars also provides a range of 
other services such as machining, lamination, kiln 
drying, delivery as well as various finishes and glues.  
They aim to provide good and friendly service. 
 

mailto:jan.richter@ptawoodworkers.com
http://www.timbermerchant.co.za/
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Brandon Harcourt-Wood from Rarewoods, Cape Town 
then presented his Company via Zoom.  Refer to their 
website www.rarewoods.co.za for full detail.  He dealt 
with issues such as “What makes a good wood?”  
Brandon mentioned an excellent website which 
contains a lot of useful information on various woods 
and their properties entitled The Wood Database 
www.wood-database.com .  Do browse through this 
website Ed. 
 
Rarewoods sells selected planks individually or in 0.1 
m3 lots which is cheaper.  Rarewoods has offered the 
Association a 15% discount up to the end of May 
2021.  Any members visiting Cape Town or Knysna 
should take the time to visit Rarewoods. 
 

 
Cathy Gush presenting Silverton Houthandelaars.  

The large sound system provided by member Peter 
Honegger was a great boon! 

 
After the break, the Show and Tell commenced as 
illustrated by the photographs below. 

 

 
Paul Roberts presented this sleeve ironing board 

which he made.  The laminated arm contains a 
steel bar to strengthen the cantilever.  The support 

was glued with biscuits as well as strengthened 
with long screws! 

 

 
Michiel van den Berg presenting his Turmel 

storage unit and stand. 
 

 
Leon Langenhoven has taken to using all sorts of 

bits and pieces in developing such toys. 
 

http://www.rarewoods.co.za/
http://www.wood-database.com/
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Peter Honegger made this live edge tray as a quick 

and easy project. 
 

 
Michael Furstenburg made a number of solid 

mallets by band sawing from solid blocks.  He 
sells them for R20. 

 
Bruce Carter with a carved piece. 

 

 
Pieter Vrolijk presenting the storage box he made 
from various woods.  It has a secret inbuilt locking 

mechanism. 
 

Cabinet Makers and Restorers: 
10 April 2021 
By Paul Roberts 

 
Some 20 persons gathered for the meeting at the 
workshop of Marius du Toit in Centurion.  Two major 
topics were the focus of the day viz: 

 CNC machines for hobby shops; 

 Hand plane restoration. 
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Attendees with a CNC machine in the centre 

 
The topic on CNC Machines was presented by 
Brendon Bettini CEO of GoCNC, Stormvoël Road, 
Kilner Park, Pretoria.  Brendon is a young, enthusiastic 
entrepreneur who clearly knows his subject.  Some 
detail is contained on their website www.gocnc.co.za   
The Company makes its own CNC machines with 
imported high quality components.  A Makita router is 
used.  So far they have produced over 1 800 
machines.  The cost of a machine varies depending on 
size from R25 000 to R120 000 for the larger industrial 
machines.  The latter have a capability of a 10 mm 
depth of cut per pass and a cutting rate of 1 m/min. 
 
The most difficult part of CNC work is in the design 
and software.  Free open source software such as 
Easel is available. (www.easel.com ).  The design is 

first done in a CAD system such as AutoCad or 
SketchUp and then saved in G-code.  The Computer 
Aided Manufacturing (CAM) uses this code for the 
machining process via Easel or similar software. 
 
A key parameter for CNC machines is that of 
repeatability and the Go CNC machines have a 
repeatability of 50 to 100 micron.  The latest machines 
are driven by rack and pinion gears and not belts as 
the latter stretch with time resulting in inaccuracies. 
 
CNC Machines have the potential of a large income, 
depending on the product and sales thereof.  Brendon 
indicated that they will soon have a machine at their 
works which one can hire for half a day (R150 per half 
day) and which will include training on the system.  
This is a very attractive offer if one wishes to learn 
more about CNC machines or if one wishes to use a 
machine for a short period. 
 

 
Brendon Bettini presenting CNC machines 

 

 
Attendees inspecting the CNC machine 

 
Louw Trichardt mentioned that it is possible to buy 
second hand wooden and metal planes at a 
reasonable price at street markets.  It is a particular 
pleasure to use a restored wooden plane.  Louw also 
discussed a table saw cross-cut sled that he and Willie 
Marneweck had developed from several available 
designs. 
 
After the CNC presentation and a short recess the 
topic of hand plane restoration was presented.  
Cornelius du Toit uses fine emery paper for cleaning 
up the plane and a variety of finishes to protect the 

http://www.gocnc.co.za/
http://www.easel.com/
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plane as shown in the photograph below.  Cornelius 
makes new handles and knobs if required. 
 
Andy Sutton then presented a comprehensive talk on 
hand plane tune-up.  The talk was based primarily on 
the 2004 Fine Woodworking Article by David 
Charlesworth entitled Hand Plane Tune-Up. [If any 
member wants a PDF of this article, please contact me 
directly Editor].  The most important point is to 
eliminate chatter and to have a flat sole.  The blade 
sharpness is critical. A sharp plane will reduce sanding 
requirements. 
 

 
Louw Trichardt discussing the cross-cutting table 
saw sled that he and Willie Marneweck developed 

 

 
Andy Sutton illustrating the finer points about 

hand plane tune-up 

Turners meeting 24 April 2021 
By Alan Crawford 
 
The Turners held their April meeting at the Scout Hall 
in Lynnwood and the presentation was done by At 
Smit on the subject of “chucking” - attaching the work 
piece to the lathe.  Despite it being a “long weekend” 
there was a good turnout of over 30 members, 
although the amount of “homework” was less than 
expected, but the donations table for the raffle was 
over flowing with contributions, thanks mainly to Lou 
Coetzer and Dries du Toit.  
Braam Burger convened the meeting and after a 
welcoming and a short bit of administration handed the 
microphone over to At for his presentation.  At, who 
held everybody’s attention for around 2 hours, covered 
most of the chucking methods used over the years and 
right up to the latest scroll chucks used today. 
Covering the history of chucking, he demonstrated a 
total of 11 ways of safely attaching the work piece to 
the lathe, explaining the dos and don’ts of each 
method.  When using a scroll chuck, he stressed the 
importance of the tenon/spigot on the work piece, size 
and shape, to ensure a secure fit and to avoid using 
brute force on the scroll chuck to fasten the work 
piece.  He also stressed the importance of cleaning 
and servicing the scroll chuck, noting the cost of 
repairs or replacement.  The presentation was 
recorded by Jan Richter and may be available in the 
near future. 
 
After a tea break the 20 plus homework items were 
each discussed, highlighted items were Dion’s 
segmented bowl, Leon Langenhoven’s platter from a 
“Blinkblaar Wag n bietjie” burl and Lou’s red ivory 
pepper mill.  It was good to see a number of new 
contributors.  After this a brief “auction” was held of 
items donated by Frik and Braam that raised R360.00 
for turners’ kitty, thanks to you two.  The raffle was 
then handled by Carl de Beer, and a number of 
members were lucky enough to take home some really 
special bits of rough wood.  
 
The Committee would like to welcome two new 
members and one returning member, welcome Ian, 
Abie and Mike. 
 
The next turners meeting will be held on the22 May at 
the Scout Hall and Carel v/d Merwe will be talking on 
tools and all the latest gadgets.  The homework for the 
month is a turned thin stem goblet. 
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Segmented bowl by Dion Koch 

 

 
Red ivory pepper mill by Lou Coetzer 

 

 
Blinkblaar wag-n-bietjie burl deur Leon 

Langenhoven 

Woodcarving 
By Bruce Carter 
 
Introduction to woodcarving 
Take a look around your home or that of your friends 
and family and you will find carved wooden items all 
around. Most households have at least one piece that 
has been hand carved by a relative or has been 
purchased as a memento while on holiday. Some 
carvings are functional and some are purely 
decorative, but they all have a special place in our 
homes. 
This article on woodcarving is the first of several 
articles that will cover the definition and history of 
woodcarving, types of carving, techniques, tools, wood 
suitable for carving, some ideas for carvings and finally 
a look into the future of woodcarving. 
 
Definition of woodcarving 
Understanding a topic usually starts with a simple 
definition of what it’s all about.  When it comes to 
woodcarving there are several definitions, and they are 
all similar.  The top three would be: 

 The Cambridge dictionary defines it as ‘The 
process of cutting into the surface of wood to 
create a decorative shape or pattern’. 

 The Webster dictionary defines it as ‘the art of 
fashioning or ornamenting objects of wood by 
cutting with a sharp handheld implement’.  

 The Collins dictionary defines in two parts as: 
‘A work of art produced by carving wood’.  

 
From the definitions we see that woodcarving is largely 
an artistic and decorative process, which uses a sharp 
implement to achieve its aim.  From this we can 
conclude that as an artistic process we need skill to 
achieve a good result as well as sharp tools. 
 
The history of woodcarving Part1 
The application of woodcarving in decorating wooden 
items has been widely practised throughout history, 
probably as a result of skilled woodworkers wanting to 
finish their functional creations with a decorative 
aspect that is unique or just different to the works of 
other craftsmen.  
 
There are very few physical examples of wood carved 
items in our museums today, which leads one to 
believe that stone and bronze was more widely used 
than wood.  This is however probably not the case as 
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wood would have been a cheaper and more available 
material, and easier for the ordinary person to work on. 
The likely reason for there being so few examples for 
us to see is that they did not withstand the test of time. 
Unfortunately wood does not have the longevity of 
materials such as stone and bronze as it is vulnerable 
to decay from fungi, insects, water and fire. 
 
Blueprints and specifications from ancient times 
The oldest know carpentry instruction is provided in 
the Pentateuch, when Noah was given instructions to 
build the Ark.  These instructions are very precise, but 
did not include ornamentation.  It is only later in the 
book of Exodus that Moses is provided specific 
instructions in the building of the Tent of Meeting that 
we see ornamentation details being provided as well 
as skill and intelligence to the craftsmen.  The wood 
used was Acacia (atzei shittim in Hebrew) as it was the 
only tree that grew in the desert in abundance. 
 
When building the incense altar, Bezalel the chief 
craftsman, made it of acacia wood.  It is described as 
being ‘18 inches square and 36 inches high, with horns 
at the corners carved from the same piece of wood as 
the altar itself’.  This is a very specific instruction as the 
carving was not simply added on, but was actually 
carved as part of the altar, even though it was to be 
covered in gold.  Bazalel then ‘overlaid the top, sides, 
and horns of the altar with pure gold, and he ran a gold 
moulding around the entire altar.  He made two gold 
rings and attached them on opposite sides of the altar 
below the gold moulding to hold the carrying poles.  He 
made the poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with 
gold’.  The covering of the wood with gold would have 
protected it from the elements as well as making it 
impressive to look at.  The carrying poles would have 
been made perfectly straight and round.  This would 
have been a huge undertaking in those days when 
lathes and skilled turners were not available.  
Unfortunately due to the many wars and unrest in the 
Middle East, none of these items have survived. 
 
The oldest surviving examples of carved wood 
The earliest believed wooden carving to survive is the 
Shigir Idol.  It is a nine foot high totem pole consisting 
of ten fragments.  It was found in a Russian peat bog 
in 1890 and in 1997 Russian scientists used 
radiocarbon dating to estimate its age at 9,500 years. 
This dating enables the Russians to claim it as the 
oldest found wooden carving. 

Other than the Russian idol, Egypt is the main country 
from which ancient wooden carvings have survived, 
due to their favourable climate for preserving wood. In 
1860, eleven wooden panels were found that are 
believed to be over 4000 years old.  The panels were 
found in the tomb of Pharaon Hesy-Ra, and measure 
two feet (61cm) by one and a half feet (46cm).  They 
are examples of relief carvings, ie the carved piece 
stands out from the background. 
 

 
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/shigir-idol-new-

research-1953647   
 

https://news.artnet.com/art-world/shigir-idol-new-research-1953647
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/shigir-idol-new-research-1953647
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https://alchetron.com/Hesy-Ra  

 
Many other wooden carving of relief and three 
dimensional sculptures have been found in the ancient 
tombs of Egypt making it the most attractive country to 
visit for those interested in ancient carvings. 
 
Next month in the history of woodcarving we will look 
at woodcarving throughout the world, and in future 
months we will discuss types of carving, techniques 
and tools used by carvers. 
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